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Abstract

Droplets form via phase separation and coexist with a dilute phase. After
nucleation and growth of droplets, the resulting emulsion of many droplets
undergoes coarsening kinetics to reach its thermal equilibrium state. Ost-
wald ripening describes the coarsening kinetics of emulsions for which the
total droplet material is conserved. During Ostwald ripening, the droplet
number density decreases, the average radius increases, and the droplet size
distribution function broadens in a universal manner.
Phase separation and kinetics of emulsions are relevant for the spatial orga-
nization of cells and synthetic chemical systems. In these systems, droplet
material is often not conserved due to the active production of droplet build-
ing blocks by fuel-driven chemical reaction cycles. In this thesis, we derive
the theoretical framework for coarsening in emulsions with matter supply.
The first part of this thesis is dedicated to droplet growth in binary mixtures,
where we consider deviations from local equilibrium at the phase boundary.
The resulting droplet growth law allows for multiple scenarios and asymp-
totically comprises two regimes: diffusion limited and interface-kinetics lim-
ited growth law. We derive the growth of an emulsion and learn how the
competition between the droplets and their growth are influenced by mat-
ter supply. Compared to emulsions without supply, we find an acceleration
in coarsening kinetics for constant matter supply. The scaling of the aver-
age radius differs through a fixed shift in the prefactor, which in some cases
can be supply-independent. The droplet size distribution can narrow but
only in the diffusion limited regime for increasing supply rates. For matter
supply that maintains the supersaturation constant, we find different scaling
laws than in emulsion without matter supply. The droplet size distribution
always narrows, even if the emulsion was initially in the interface-kinetics
limited regime. In the last part, we discuss emulsions in which matter is
supplied and removed from the system through a chemical reaction cycle.
We discuss the effect of the chemical reaction cycle on emulsions’ transient
and longtime kinetics and the difference to passive emulsions. We discuss
experimental results, which show accelerated ripening in chemically-fuelled
emulsions. We study how the different fuel supply methods influence the
chemical reaction cycle and droplet kinetics.
The importance of this work is in understanding how matter supply can lead
to size control in chemically-active emulsions. Our work paves the way to
decipher regulatory mechanisms mediated by biomolecular condensates in
living cells and protocells at the origin of life.
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Chapter 1

Introduction to coarsening kinetics
of emulsions

A homogeneous mixture can undergo phase separation and separate into
phases of distinct compositions. A common type of phase separation is liquid-
liquid phase separation resulting in liquid condensed phases. The phase-
separated system can be organized into droplets forming an emulsion. We
study here binary mixtures, and droplets we consider are small condensed
phases coexisting with a large dilute phase. The evolution of an emulsion
toward its thermal equilibrium state is a process with nearly three separate
stages [1], Fig. 1.1: The first stage is nucleation of droplets, where the two dis-
tinct phases are formed from a homogeneous mixture. In the second stage,
droplets grow at the expense of the dilute phase, depleting the excess droplet
material in the dilute phase for overall growth. The measure of the excess
droplet material in the dilute phase is referred to as supersaturation. During
the growth stage, there is an increase in the total droplet phase volume. Upon
completion of this stage, the system has lowered its free energy, but the ef-
fect of the surface area at the interface of the two phases is still high enough,
such that thermodynamic equilibrium is not reached yet. Since the energy
associated with the total surface area is usually small [2] compared to the en-
ergetic contributions of the bulk phases, the effects of surface energy become
apparent at the last stage of a first-order phase separation kinetics. The total
energy of the two-phase system can be decreased further, via an increase of
the dense phase and thus a decrease in the total area of the interface between
the two phases [2]. The increase of the dense phase is manifested through
the increase in the average droplet radius. This happens through growth of
larger droplets and shrinkage followed by dissolution of smaller ones. Coars-
ening is this late stage evolution of the dense phase until it reaches minimum



Chapter 1. Introduction to coarsening kinetics of emulsions 2

Time

Nucleation Growth Coarsening

FIGURE 1.1: Schematic of stages during the evolution of an emulsion:
During nucleation, which is the first stage of phase separation, droplets
form. After nucleation, due to high supersaturation, each droplet grows,
and no droplets dissolve. During growth, the supersaturation decreases
such that the concentrations approach the equilibrium values. When the su-
persaturation is low the size differences between the droplets drive coars-
ening. Smaller droplets dissolve, while larger ones grow on their expense.

If two droplets are in the physical vicinity, they fuse.

of its surface free energy [1]. The end of this process is associated with the
thermodynamic equilibrium.

This work is dedicated to the physics of emulsion coarsening kinetics. We
will discuss the effect of different conditions the system can be exposed to
and their impact on the longtime coarsening kinetics. In the introduction, we
will first discuss the possible kinetic pathways of coarsening and the differ-
ence between fusion and Ostwald ripening. Later, we will make an excursion
to the biology of the cell, to learn the importance of emulsions in biology and
what are the biologically relevant conditions emulsions can be exposed to.
In the second part of the introduction we will discuss the physics of phase
separation as well as coarsening kinetics of passive emulsions.

1.1 Kinetic pathways of coarsening: Fusion and

Ostwald ripening

There are two kinetic pathways of coarsening. If two droplets are in the phys-
ical vicinity, they can fuse into one droplet. The resulting droplet will have
approximately the same volume as the sum of the two original droplets.
Its surface area will be smaller than the combined surface areas of the two
droplets. The surface area contribution to the free energy will be thus low-
ered [3, 4]. If droplets are sparsely distributed in the solution, and do not
come into physical contact, there is a further mechanism of coarsening pos-
sible: Ostwald ripening, which is driven by gradients of concentration be-
tween the droplets.
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In 1897 Wilhelm Ostwald was the first to observe this coarsening phenomenon
in HgO droplets [5, 6]. The phenomenon of coarsening in which diffusional
growth of larger drops happens at the expense of smaller drops, which even-
tually dissolve, has been called by his name: Ostwald ripening. Besides
liquid-liquid systems, it is observed in liquid-vapor mixtures, such as droplets
in clouds, or solid-liquid mixtures found in metallurgy or geology. It has im-
portance in material sciences for processes like ageing of metallic alloys, liq-
uid and solid state sintering, deoxidation of steel melts or in geology when
studying aging or growth of phenocrysts and crystals in solid rock.

In the early 1960s, Ostwald ripening gained a lot of interest, through the
first quantitative description of this phenomenon by Lifshitz and Slyozov [7]
and independently by Wagner [8]. Their derivation of a unique self-similar
evolution of the droplet size distribution function and its moments for Ost-
wald ripening kinetics has been known as LSW-theory. Self-similar means
that the distribution function has the same shape at all times. In the same
paper Wagner [8] derived asymptotic solution for coarsening kinetics con-
sidering that growth might be limited by the interface-kinetics and not only
the process of diffusion. The theory of Ostwald ripening has been revisited
many times, the works of Vorhees [2, 9], Marquess and Ross [1, 10], and Ni-
ethammer [11, 12, 13, 14] explore the validity of assumptions made in the
LSW-theory from the experimental observations as well as its mathematical
rigorous.

Although there are many studies of the classical LSW-theory, coarsening ki-
netics for emulsions with matter supply has yet to be explored in detail. This
work aims to extend the theory of Ostwald ripening to systems with matter
supply in the dilute phase. Of particular interest is the application of such
coarsening theory to cell biology, where matter supply in the form of pro-
tein expression, chemical reactions or exchange of material with an external
reservoir can happen. In the last decade, droplets and the study of emulsions
became very important due to the discovery of membraneless organelles in
cells.
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(c)
P-bodies Cajal-bodies

Nucleolus P-granules

FIGURE 1.2: Classification of membraneless organelles in cells: (a):
Schematic of the numerous condensates in the nucleus, cytoplasm, and
membranes of eukaryotic cells. Taken from [15]. (b): A montage of live
time-lapse imaging of P granules under shear force (arrows, top left). The
condensates behave like liquid droplets: They deform, drip and fuse around
a nucleus. Taken from [15]. (c): Examples of different condensates in cells,
P-bodies [16], Cajal-bodies [17], Nucleolus [18] and P-granules [19]. Modi-

fied from [20].

1.2 Emulsions in biology and at the molecular ori-

gin of life

In the following, we discuss the relevance of phase separation in cell biology
and at the molecular origin of life. In particular, we will introduce state-
of-the-art knowledge about coarsening kinetics of emulsions in cells and in
studying protocells.

1.2.1 Phase separation and its kinetics in cell biology

Cell biology faces the challenge of maintaining control over its complex cel-
lular processes in space and time, despite the diversity and richness of its
biochemical constituents. Cells localize their chemical components in dis-
tinct environments. These cellular subunits, called organelles, are differently
formed parts of the cell that coexist with the cell’s environment. There are
two types of organelles in cells: Membrane-bound organelles surrounded
by a selectively permeable membrane and membraneless organelles which
lack a physical barrier between their internal components and the surround-
ing medium. The classic membrane-bound organelles are e.g., endoplasmic
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reticulum, Golgi apparatus, nucleus. The examples of membraneless or-
ganelles, Fig. 1.2(a),(c), include RNA-protein granules as as nucleoli, Cajal
bodies, PML bodies in nucleus, as well as stress granules and germ granules
in the cytoplasm [15].

Membranes are impermeable to most biological macromolecules, and trans-
port through organelle’s boundaries is regulated by membrane channels [21,
Chapt. 11]. Membraneless organelles (biomolecular condensates) need an-
other way to maintain and control their composition. Liquid-liquid phase
separation is a mechanism that facilitates the formation, composition, physi-
cal and biochemical properties of membraneless organelles.

Biomolecular condensates are liquid-like [19], Fig. 1.2(b), and form by phase
separation from the cytoplasm [19, 22, 15, 23]. They control biochemical reac-
tions [24], biological signal control, and processing [25] in cells. Membrane-
less organelles typically comprise proteins and RNA [26], and despite their
dynamic nature, many of these condensates can maintain their overall size
and shape for minutes or hours while exchanging their components with the
surrounding cytoplasm or nucleoplasm on time scales of seconds.

It has been confirmed that droplets in cells coarsen through fusion and through
diffusion limited Ostwald ripening [27]. In experiments, the dissolution of
small droplets indicates Ostwald ripening that happens in parallel to fusion
[27, 28]. In cells, both processes are present and nonnegligible, and depen-
dent on the conditions inside the cell, their effect on the droplet coarsen-
ing kinetics may differ. For example, coarsening of droplets surrounded by
a chromatin network is highly influenced by the viscoelastic properties of
the surroundings. In some cases fusion can be completely inhibited by the
chromatin-dense environment, and droplet can only grow through diffusive
transport of molecules [29]. Another interesting example is for the P gran-
ules of Caenorhabditis elegans, which are coated by MEG-3 proteins, that form
a cluster on their surface. This local condition at the interface, changes the
coarsening behaviour of the droplets, which again slows down fusion [30].
Although fusion in such conditions is inhibited droplets still coarsen and we
should explore the theory of coarsening kinetics determined by the exchange
of droplet material in the absence of physical contact.

Studying the dynamics and morphology of the individual condensates in
cells is crucial to understand the biophysical properties of biomolecular con-
densates. However, it is a challenging task, since cells are very dynamic and
undergo division, which limits the observation times.
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FIGURE 1.3: Biophysical properties of condensates: (a): Analysis of
53BP1–GFP droplets in NIH2/4 cells. (i): Representative images from live-
cell microscopy of 53BP1–GFP condensate formation and kinetics (scale bar,
5µm). (ii) Temporal evolution of the average radius. (iii): Temporal evo-
lution of the average number of droplets per nucleus. (iv): Temporal evo-
lution of the total volume of condensates per nucleus. (v): Probability dis-
tribution function PDF(R) of foci radius measured at different time points
(logarithmically spaced between 1min and 700min) (vi): PDF(R) as in (v),
with both axes rescaled with the average radius ⟨R⟩. Modified from [31]. (b):
Analysis of 2NT-DDX4YFP condensate kinetics in HeLa cells. (i): Time-lapse
microscopy of a typical cell initiating expression of 2NT-DDX4YFP protein
and its phase separation after transfection and plasmid incorporation. (ii):
Mean and variance of 2NT-DDX4YFP total molecule numbers as a function
of time. Model parameters were estimated from the time-lapse data (blue)
by using statistical methods. Corresponding model behaviors are shown in

red. Modified from [25].

Pessina et al. in Ref. [31], studied the dynamics of condensates formed through
liquid-liquid phase separation of 53BPI protein into droplets in NIH2/4 cell
line. The cells in the experiment were irradiated, i.e., exposed to radiation
from an X-ray source to create enough DNA damage that the cells could no
longer divide. After the initial nucleation and growth stage, when the num-
ber and total volume of the condensed phase increase, it was possible to ob-
serve late-time coarsening, with a decrease in the total number of droplets,
but an increase in average radius while the total volume of 53BPI droplets
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per nucleus was constant, Fig. 1.3(a). The estimated scaling laws of the num-
ber and the average radius were consistent with both Ostwald ripening and
fusion. Since the majority of droplets was disappearing without physical
contact, suggesting Ostwald ripening to be the dominant process [31]. What
is more, a collapse of all of the distribution function curves onto an invariant
distribution is observed for late times, t > 100min, Fig. 1.3(a)(vi). The fea-
ture of self-similarity is a strong indication for Ostwald ripening driving the
coarsening process in the experiment.

The challenge in studying coarsening kinetics in cells is in deducing the pre-
cise scaling exponent and prefactor and whether they exist for the average
radius, the number density of droplets, or the total droplet phase volume.
Furthermore, the LSW-theory with the t1/3 scaling law of the average radius
[32] requires conditions of low volume density of the droplet phase and a
conservation of the total droplet material. The latter does not have to always
apply to cells.

For example, in Ref. [25] the liquid-like droplets, composed of 2NT-DDX4YFP

proteins are formed inside the nuclei of HeLa cells. The total number of 2NT-
DDX4YFP protein molecules expressed in the total nuclei is increasing over
time, Fig. 1.3(b), which is an indication that cells in general do not have to
conserve the total amount of droplet material [33]. In general, cells are open
systems and we should include the changes of the total droplet material in
the studies of coarsening behaviour.

1.2.2 Model systems for membraneless organelles

To understand the physicochemical principles underlying the functioning of
membraneless organelles, we need detailed studies in both living cells and
model systems [34].

Complex coacervates have shown great potential as model systems in chem-
ical sciences for such active compartments [34]. In addition to being sta-
ble over a broad range of physicochemical conditions, coacervate droplets
are able to spatially localise and up-concentrate different molecules [35, 36]
and support biochemical reactions [37, 38, 39]. Coacervation describes the
condensation of polymeric molecules into a liquid state. The phenomenon
was first observed in mixed solutions of oppositely charged biopolymers
and in solutions of isoelectric proteins with (poly)phenols [26, 40]. Complex
coacervation is a process of condensation of oppositely charged molecules,
as opposed to simple coacervation, which involves a single self-associating
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FIGURE 1.4: A schematic of protocell cycle and active kinetics: (a): A min-
imal model of the protocell cycle necessary to give rise to evolution. A sys-
tem should be able to grow, replicate and divide. Evolution also requires
its response to the changes in the environment. (b): Passive growth kinetics
of coacervates. In passive systems coacervates can grow by fusion and Ost-
wald ripening. During passive growth, the number of protocells decreases,
which is not desired in order to sustain a population. (c): Active growth,
which uses an active reaction that converts precursor molecules to protocell
molecules after input of fuel. This coarsening pathway could facilitate the

robustness of the population. Taken from [44].

molecule [34]. The mechanism of coacervate formation is liquid-liquid phase
separation [41, 42]. The study of the physicochemical properties of coacer-
vates is currently at focus due to its accessibility in the lab and the possibility
for experimental studies of systems having features resembling membrane-
less organelles but in the setting outside of the cell. Already in the 1920’s
Oparin first suggested that coacervation could have been a way to bring pre-
biotic molecules together and form a protocell [43]. Thus, studying coacer-
vates can help elucidate the cellular evolution at the origin of life.

1.2.3 Emulsions in the study of protocells

Recently, researchers in Ref. [37] proved for the first time that coacervates fa-
cilitate RNA catalysis. This effect is coupled with selective recruitment and
release of RNA without additional energy input. These features could have
been significant on early Earth where concentrations of RNA, their building
blocks, and other molecules may have been low [37].

The defining life features of modern cells are often divided into hallmarks,
such as growth, division, information processing, and compartmentalization,
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Fig. 1.4(a), [44, 45]. In recent years, many chemical systems have been re-
ported in which one or more of these hallmarks have been reconstituted,
as steps on the way to creating a living, viable protocell (a primitive cell)
[44, 46]. The (proto)cellular growth, which happens due to the exchange of
reactants between the compartment and its surroundings, must be different
from coarsening kinetics of closed systems, like Ostwald ripening, where
there is no exchange of material with the environment. Moreover, during
Ostwald ripening and fusion, the total number of droplets decreases as the
average size increases, Fig. 1.4(b). In the model of protocells, the decrease in
the number of droplets, which model the protocells, is not desired. Protocells
need to survive and replicate, for their evolution the control of their sizes and
numbers are vital.

Active growth has been proposed as an alternative mechanism to passive
growth [44]. By keeping the system away from relaxing toward thermody-
namic equilibrium, protocells could grow while also controling their number
[47, 48]. The conditions for active growth could be achieved by an external
energy input, such as a chemical reaction or a concentration gradient [49],
e.g., a chemical reaction that converts precursor molecules to protocell mate-
rial after input of energy [44], Fig. 1.4(c). These conditions must be incorpo-
rated in the theoretical descriptions of the coarsening kinetics of emulsions to
study which processes and what kind of chemical reactions should be used
to achieve controlled growth.

We now understand why it is important to study droplet coarsening kinetics
under conditions of active growth. To discuss the theoretical descriptions of
coarsening kinetics of emulsions, we should first revisit the theory of liquid-
liquid phase separation.

1.3 Physics of liquid-liquid phase separation

In the following, we will introduce the basics of liquid-liquid phase separa-
tion, which we need in discussing coarsening kinetics of binary mixtures. We
will closely follow the work on the physics of active emulsions in Ref. [49].

1.3.1 Thermodynamics of phase separation

Phase separation refers to the spontaneous partitioning of a system into sub-
systems with distinct macroscopic properties [49]. We consider a binary mix-
ture of molecules A and B, with NA/B representing the total number of A and
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B molecules respectively. The Helmholtz free energy of a homogeneous bi-
nary mixture of volume V , can be expressed in the canonical ensemble by the
internal energy E and the entropy S,

F = E − TS . (1.1)

The following thermodynamic quantities are related to the derivatives of the
free energy F :
The entropy S = − ∂F/∂T |V,NA,NB

, the pressure p = − ∂F/∂V |T,NA,NB
and the

chemical potentials µA = ∂F/∂NA|T,V,NB
and µB = ∂F/∂NB|T,V,NA

.

For simplicity, we focus here on an incompressible binary system with con-
stant molecular volume ν of the components. Together with constant volume
V , it implies the conservation of the sum of the total number of molecules A

and B. The relevant thermodynamic quantities are the exchange chemical
potential µ̄ and the osmotic pressure Π are [49, 50, 51],

µ̄ =
∂F

∂NA

∣∣∣∣
T,V

= − ∂F

∂NB

∣∣∣∣
T,V

, (1.2a)

Π =
∂F

∂V

∣∣∣∣
T,NA

. (1.2b)

Using the free energy density, f(ϕ) = F/V , with the volume fraction of A
molecules, ϕ = NAν/V , we can rewrite,

µ̄ = ν
∂f

∂ϕ

∣∣∣∣
T

, (1.3a)

Π = −f + ϕ ν
∂f

∂ϕ

∣∣∣∣
T

. (1.3b)

The Flory-Huggins free energy density describes such binary mixture, and is
given by [53, 50]

fmix(ϕ) =
kBT

ν

[
ϕ lnϕ+ (1− ϕ) ln(1− ϕ) + χϕ(1− ϕ)

]
, (1.4)

where the volume fraction of B molecules is (1 − ϕ). The Flory-Huggins
free energy density captures the competition between the mixing entropy
S = −kBV/ν

(
ϕ lnϕ+ (1− ϕ) ln (1− ϕ)

)
and the molecular interactions char-

acterised by the parameter χ. The parameter χ is the Flory–Huggins interac-
tion parameter, which characterizes the molecular interactions between the
components A and B of the mixture. [54, 55].
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FIGURE 1.5: Schematic free energy and phase diagram for a binary mix-
ture: (a): Sketch of an asymmetric free energy density f(ϕ) for an incom-
pressible binary mixture as a function of volume fraction ϕ. The gray line in-
dicates the common tangent method in the Maxwell construction. Modified
from [49]. (b): Schematic of a phase diagram indicated by the coexistence
line (black), which separates the one-phase and two-phase states as a func-
tion of conditions such as temperature, pH, etc. At volume fractions below
equilibrium value (1) or above (4), the system is in the one-phase regime. At
any condition within the two-phase regime (2,3), the system demixes into a
dilute phase ϕ

(0)
out, and a dense phase ϕ

(0)
in . All conditions on a single tie-line

(blue line) result in two phase systems with fixed conditions. Modified from
[52].

If the free energy density has a non-convex shape, the global free energy F

can be minimized by forming two different domains. The state for a given
volume is thermodynamically stable, if it corresponds to a minimum of the
global free energy F . If the molecular interactions, captured by parameter χ
in Eq. (1.4), dominate the entropic terms, the free energy density is concave,
f ′′(ϕ) > 0, with a shape as in Fig. 1.5(a). Within this range, the homogeneous
state is not stable. On the other hand, a state with two coexisiting different
domains is stable [49].

The realization of an inhomogeneous system is a state of two different vol-
ume fractions corresponding to in/out phases, ϕin, ϕout. The free energy can
be rewritten as, F ≃ Vinf(ϕin) + Voutf(ϕout), with the volumes of the phases,
Vin, Vout, satisfying the volume conservation, V = Vin + Vout, and the particle
number conservation implying further ϕinVin + ϕoutVout = ϕV . The inhomo-
geneous state is stable if it corresponds to a minimum of the free energy F

consistent with the imposed constraint. To find this minimum, we take a
derivative of F with respect to ϕin and Vin, Fig. 1.5(a). Setting the expressions
to zero, we obtain:

0 = f ′(ϕ
(0)
in )− f ′(ϕ

(0)
out) , (1.5a)
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0 = f(ϕ
(0)
in )− f(ϕ

(0)
out) + (ϕ

(0)
out − ϕ

(0)
in )f ′(ϕ

(0)
out) . (1.5b)

The equilibrium volume fractions of the two coexisting phases are denoted
by ϕ

(0)
in/out. Comparing Eq. (1.5) with Eq. (1.3b), we see that equation Eq. (1.5a)

corresponds to the balance of the exchange chemical potentials between phases,
µ̄in|ϕ=ϕ

(0)
in

= µ̄out|ϕ=ϕ
(0)
out

, where Eq. (1.5b) is the balance of the osmotic pressures
between the two phases, Πin|ϕ=ϕ

(0)
in

= Πout|ϕ=ϕ
(0)
out

. These conditions graphi-
cally correspond to a common tangent to the two points of the free energy
density. The method of finding the equilibrium volume fractions is known
as Maxwell’s construction or construction of the convex hull [49]. The gray
line in Fig. 1.5(a) visualises this construction.

Each value of a control parameter, e.g. temperature, pressure, etc., gives cor-
responding values of ϕ

(0)
in and ϕ

(0)
out. For varying the control parameter, we

can depict the equilibrium concentrations on a phase diagram. The phase
diagram, Fig. 1.5(b), shows the coexistence region of the two phases. The
separation into two phases with volume fractions ϕ

(0)
in and ϕ

(0)
out is only possi-

ble when the average volume fraction ϕ̄ fulfills ϕ
(0)
out < ϕ̄ < ϕ

(0)
in . Outside this

region, phase separation is not possible, and only the homogeneous state is
stable. The coexistence line (black) in Fig. 1.5(b) separates the homogeneous
and inhomogeneous regimes and corresponds to the binodal. Within the bin-
odal curve is located a spinodal, which indicates the limit of local phase sta-
bility. Compositions between the spinodal and binodal curves, while not
thermodynamically stable, are robust against small fluctuations.

1.3.2 Interface effects on phase equilibrium

Until now, we did not analyze the energetic contributions of the interface sep-
arating the two phases. Only in the thermodynamic limit, where the system
and the volumes of the phases are infinitely large, the energetic contribution
of the interface is negligible compared to the energetic contributions of the
bulk phases. For droplets, due to their finite sizes, the effects of the curvature
are, in general, non-negligible.

To determine the concentration profile that connects the two phases, we de-
fine a flat interface. For an expanded system to infinity, we can keep the po-
sition and concentration value of the interface fixed. The interface of the co-
existing phases follows a tanh(x) profile, where the interfacial profile varies
substantially within the interfacial width [49]. The contribution of the inter-
face to the free energy is expressed through the surface tension γ [56].
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Maxwell construction

FIGURE 1.6: Schematic concentration profile and phase diagram for finite
interface effects: (a) Single droplet of radius R representing the total dense
phase volume Vin coexsiting with the dilute phase, (V − Vin). (b) Schematic
of a concentration profile of droplet material in the dense and dilute phase,
given the interface conditions subject to curvature effect (Gibbs-Thomson
relation). Far away from the droplet interface, the concentration is c∞. (c)
Scetch of a free energy density profile, where we see the shift in the equilib-

rium concentrations due to the Laplace pressure. Modified from [49].

Using ϕin/out = νcin/out, the free energy for a droplet of radius R, Fig. 1.6(a), is

F = Vincin + (V − Vin)cout + 4πR2γ , (1.6)

where Vin = 4πR3/3, is the volume of the droplet phase and V the total sys-
tem volume. The conservation of the total particle number, V c̄ = const, gives
a condition for the concentration outside cout = (V c̄− Vincin)/(V − Vin). In the
following we consider the case where the surface tension γ is constant and
independent of the interface curvature [49, 57, 58].

Analogously to minimising the free energy in Eq. 1.5, we take a derivative of
F with respect to cin and Vin, and the equilibrium conditions read then

0 = f ′(c
eq
in )− f ′(c

eq
out) , (1.7a)

0 = f(c
eq
in )− f(c

eq
out) + (c

eq
out − c

eq
in )f

′(c
eq
out) +

2γ

R
, (1.7b)

where c
eq
in/out are the equilibrium concentration in/outside the droplet, de-

picted by blue markers in Fig. 1.6(c). The additional term in the Eq. (1.7b) of
the pressure balance, 2γ/R, is the Laplace pressure. In the Maxwell construc-
tion, this term corresponds to the shift of the tangents Fig. 1.6(c)(blue dashed
line). The effect of the Laplace pressure disappears in the thermodynamic
limit, where R → ∞. The Gibbs-Thomson relations, capture the effect of the
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Laplace pressure on the equilibrium concentrations ceq
in/out,

c
eq
in = c

(0)
in

(
1 +

ℓγ,in
R

)
, (1.8a)

c
eq
out = c

(0)
out

(
1 +

ℓγ,out

R

)
, (1.8b)

where c
(0)
in/out are the equilibrium concentrations in the thermodynamic limit

in the condensed and dilute phase, respectively. The capillary lengths ℓγ,in/out

characterize the effect of the Laplace pressure. In the limit of strong phase
separation with c

(0)
in ≫ c

(0)
out, the impact of the Laplace pressure on the equi-

librium concentration inside the droplet can be neglected, i.e. ceq
in ≃ c

(0)
in . Fur-

thermore, in the limit when the conditions of the outside phase are dilute, the
capillary length is determined by the surface tensions γ, such that [32]

ℓγ,out =
2γ

kBTc
(0)
in

, (1.9)

which only holds for the free energy density we have defined in Eq. (1.4).
The concentration profile of a single droplet with the boundary conditions
at the interface from the Gibbs–Thomson relations Eq. (1.8), is depicted in
Fig. 1.6(a). The concentration far away from the droplet interface is c∞.

The above discussion gives us a model of a single droplet in a binary mixture.
Coarsening refers to a behavior of emulsions, which are composed of many
droplets. In the following, we will classify emulsions through the condition
of conservation law, which we will also refer to in later sections.

1.4 Classification of emulsions by matter supply

The classical LSW-theory describes coarsening kinetics of emulsions with
conserved total amount of droplet material. Droplet material refers to the
molecules of the type which phase separate into droplets. Due to phase sep-
aration the droplet material is enriched withing the droplets and is present at
a lower concentration in the phase outside the droplets. This work aims to ex-
tend the theory of Ostwald ripening to systems with broken conservation law
of the total droplet material. This setting is relevant in the application of the
theory of droplet coarsening to cells. As we have discussed in Subsect. 1.2, in
cells the droplet building blocks can be constantly expressed, changing thus
the total amount of droplet material available for droplets to grow. In the
coarsening kinetics, we are interested in the late stage of emulsion kinetics
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when droplets exchange material with each other without affecting the di-
lute concentration, which is close to equilibrium.

Passive emulsions are closed systems where the total droplet material is set
by the initial condition and does not change. LSW-theory applies to passive
emulsions. We will discuss the theory of coarsening for passive emulsions in
the next Subsect. 1.5.

In this thesis we break the conservation of the total droplet material. Emul-
sions with matter supply refer to open binary mixtures with a supply of
droplet material, which only affects the dilute phase. We restrict ourselves
to the special case of a matter supply that is homogeneous in space. In an
experimental realization, the emulsion would be surrounded from the out-
side by a matter reservoir in such a way so that the supplied matter would
homogeneously spread throughout the emulsion, i.e., matter entering at the
long edges of the container which embeds the emulsion. We consider matter
supply that can be time-dependent, where the concentration of the droplet
material in the dilute phase is constant. Furthermore, we will discuss a con-
stant matter supply. Chapt. 3 is devoted to these cases.

As an example of chemically-active emulsions we focus in this thesis on bi-
nary mixtures with a fuel-driven out-of-equilibrium chemical reaction in the
dilute phase. Such systems are inspired by experimentally studied emulsions
in the Boekhoven lab [59, 60]. They investigate reaction cycles consisting of
a reaction in which upon consumption of fuel, the precursor molecules be-
comes activated to droplet material. As discussed in Subsect. 1.2, such re-
action cycles are explored in coacervates and give a premise of active emul-
sions, which in contrary to passive emulsions, could exhibit size control. The
coarsening kinetics of this system will be discussed in Chapt. 4.

1.5 Coarsening kinetics of passive emulsions

In this section, we will explore the theory of coarsening kinetics of passive
emulsions. We will discuss the effect of growth limited by diffusion or the
interface-kinetics on the emulsion kinetics. We will see the main assumptions
leading to Ostwald ripening in the diffusion limited mass transport. We will
learn about the scaling laws and the statistics of growth in passive emulsions.
as well as about the self-similarity of the droplet size distribution function.
The following discussion is based on known theory of coarsening of passive
emulsions and we will follow the seminal paper from Carl Wagner Ref. [8].
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R2

FIGURE 1.7: Schematic for droplet growth in a rate limiting process: (a):
Diffusion limited growth of droplets. Concentration difference between two
droplets results from the curvature dependence of the Gibbs-Thomson re-
lation. Material from the smaller droplet is transported through diffusive
flux to the larger droplet until its dissolution. (b): Interface-kinetics lim-
ited growth. When the interface-kinetics is slower than diffusion, droplets
exchange material due to the difference between the concentration at the in-

terface and the average concentration in the dilute phase.

The goal of this section is to gain a general intuition for the problem and
learn about the main results for passive emulsions from Ref. [8] and Ref. [7].
Chapt. 2.

1.5.1 Diffusion limited and interface-kinetics limited coars-

ening

The droplet material is distributed between the dilute and the droplet phase,
with the average concentration in the dilute phase c(t). We consider a sys-
tem with a homogeneous concentration of the droplet phase, which is the
equilibrium value cin = c

(0)
in . The conservation of the droplet material reads

c̄V = c
(0)
in Vin(t) + c(t)

(
V − Vin(t)

)
, (1.10)

where Vin(t) is the total droplet phase volume. Taking the time derivative of
both sides, and using the definition of a passive emulsion, c̄V = const gives
[8]

d

dt
c(t) = −c

(0)
in

d

dt

Vin(t)

V
, (1.11)

where we have further used the assumption for the droplet phase volume,
Vin(t) ≪ V , i.e. droplets phase being a very small volume fraction of the
whole system. If there is just a single droplet of radius R, the total droplet
phase volume is Vin(t) = 4πR3(t)/3. The changes of the droplet phase volume
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Vin(t) come from the changes in the radius R(t), V̇in = 4πR(t)2Ṙ(t). For a sys-
tem composed of more than one droplet, Vin(t) can be computed from the av-
erage volume ⟨V (t)⟩ and the total droplet number N(t), Vin(t) = ⟨V (t)⟩N(t),
such that

d

dt
c(t) = −c

(0)
in

V

d

dt

(
N(t)⟨V (t)⟩

)
. (1.12)

To find the solution of c(t) in Eq. (1.12), we need to know what is the droplet
growth law, Ṙ(t).

There are two asymptotic regimes which define the droplet growth law, Ṙ(t),
in a phase-separated system: diffusion limited and interface-kinetics limited
regime, Fig. 1.7.

In liquids, mass transport occurs by diffusion [49, 2]. If diffusion with a dif-
fusion coefficient D is slow compared to the surface transport of molecules
and any other mass transport in the system, then the gradient of concentra-
tion of the droplet material at the droplet interface will dictate the amount of
material that diffuses into or out of the droplet [61]. The growth law in the
diffusion limited regime is

d

dt
R(t) =

D

R

c(t)− c
eq
out(R)

c
(0)
in

, (1.13)

where ceq
out(R) is the concentration from the Gibbs-Thomson condition, Eq. (1.8).

In the limit of low supersaturation, the competition between the droplets for
the droplet material dominates the system’s dynamics. Any gradients of the
chemical potential in the dilute phase will drive the material transport within
the solution, Fig. 1.7(a). A droplet of a smaller radius R1 < R2 has a higher
curvature and, thus, the effect of the Laplace pressure is higher. Using the
Gibbs-Thomson relation Eq. (1.8) we can conclude that ceq

out(R1) ≫ c
eq
out(R2),

Fig. 1.7(a). The resulting concentration difference between the two droplets
drives the material transport from a smaller droplet to the larger one. The
smaller droplet will start to dissolve, since c(t) < c

eq
out(R1), while the larger

droplet grows. When the small droplet finally disappears, the number of
droplets N(t) decreases by one, (N(t) − 1), and the volume of the droplet of
radius R2, incorporated the whole volume of the droplet R1. This process is
called Ostwald ripening.

Another regime of droplet growth corresponds to slow relaxation kinetics
to the local equilibrium at the droplet interface, Fig. 1.7(b). If the relaxation
speed k is slower than the diffusion of molecules across the concentration
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gradients in the solution, and if there is a jump of a chemical potential at the
droplet interface, the droplet grows according to the interface-kinetics lim-
ited law [8]. The molecular fluxes in the interface-kinetics limited regime for
phase-separated system have been discussed for flat interfaces [62, 63, 64, 65].
We will highlight the theory model by Langer and Sekerka of the depar-
ture from local equilibrium with moving interface [66] for the derivation of
droplet growth in Chapt. 2. In the interface-limited kinetics, if the interface
is moving very slowly on the time scale associated with diffusion, then there
is no composition gradient in the a outside phase, Fig.1.7(b). Droplets grow
due to the difference of the concentration at the interface and that in the so-
lution c(t), with the droplet growth law [8]

d

dt
R(t) = k

c(t)− c
eq
out(R)

c
(0)
in

, (1.14)

where k is the relaxation speed toward the local equilibrium at the interface.
Notice that due to the dominating volume versus area effects, the growth
laws in Eq. (1.13) and Eq. (1.14) differ in their dependence on the radius R.
In Ref. [8] we find a single equation which combines both processes,

d

dt
R(t) =

kD

D + k R(t)

c
(0)
out

c
(0)
in

(
ε(t)− ℓγ

R(t)

)
, (1.15)

where we have used the Gibbs-Thomson relation, Eq. (1.8), for c
eq
out(R), and

introduced supersaturation ε(t) = (c(t) − c
(0)
out)/c

(0)
out. The capillary length we

consider, ℓγ,out = ℓγ . By varying the ratio kR(t)/D, we can switch between
diffusion limited (kR(t) ≫ D) and interface-kinetics limited regime (kR(t) ≪
D).

To derive the coarsening kinetics and the scaling laws of the average radius
⟨R(t)⟩, the first step is to find a solution of Eq. (1.12). In the dilute limit, close
to equilibrium, when droplets compete between each other for the droplet
material, the changes of the concentration c(t) are negligible compared to the
droplet growth, which implies a quasi-static approximation ċ(t) ≃ 0. In this
approximation the solution of Eq. (1.12) is

c(t) = c
(0)
out

(
1 + ℓγ

1

⟨R(t)⟩

)
diffusion limited , (1.16a)

c(t) = c
(0)
out

(
1 + ℓγ

⟨R(t)⟩
⟨R2(t)⟩

)
interface-kinetics limited , (1.16b)
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where ℓγ is the capillary length, and by ⟨•⟩ we indicate the moments of the
distribution function N (R, t) which describes the statistics of droplet sizes.
The derivation of these solutions will be discussed in more detail in Chapt. 2
and can be found in Ref. [8]. What is important to notice at this point,
is that the average concentration c(t) captures at each time t the evolution
of the whole emulsion. Every distinct droplets which grows according to
Eq. (1.15), is coupled through the supersaturation ε(t) to all other droplets
in the emulsion. The fixed-point of the growth law Ṙ(t), is the critical ra-
dius, which can be expressed through the supersaturation and the capillary
length, Rc(t) = ℓγ/ε(t). From Eq. (1.16b) follows that Rc,diff = ⟨R(t)⟩ and
Rc,int = ⟨R2(t)⟩/⟨R(t)⟩.

Lifshitz, Slyozov and Wagner have separately derived the asymptotic droplet
size distribution function N (R, t) and its moments for passive emulsions in
the diffusion limited [7, 8] and interface-kinetics limited regime [8]. The
asymptotic coarsening solution of the average radius is

⟨R(t)⟩ =
(
4

9

Dc
(0)
outℓγ

c
(0)
in

t

)1/3

diffusion limited , (1.17a)

⟨R(t)⟩ = 8

9

(
kc

(0)
outℓγ

2c
(0)
in

t

)1/2

interface-kinetics limited , (1.17b)

are depicted in Fig. 1.8. The critical radius Rc,diff/int, given its initial value at
time t = 0, Rc,diff/int(0), in the diffusion limited and interface-kinetics limited
case is

Rc,diff =

(
Rc,diff(0)

3 +
4

9

Dc
(0)
outℓγ

c
(0)
in

t

)1/3

, (1.18a)

Rc,int =

(
Rc,int(0)

2 +
kc

(0)
outℓγ

2c
(0)
in

t

)1/2

, (1.18b)

respectively. The supersaturation, due to its dependence on the critical ra-
dius, follows c(t) ∝ R−1

c (t), and we can see the evolution of the supersatu-
ration profile according to this prediction in Fig. 1.8(b). We can also make
a simple estimation for the total number of droplets, N(t) = Vin(t)/⟨V (t)⟩.
Coarsening in passive emulsions refers to a stage when the supersaturation
is very low, and the total droplet phase volume is approximately constant,
Vin ≃ const. We can approximate the average volume ⟨V (t)⟩ ∝ ⟨R(t)⟩3, such
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FIGURE 1.8: Temporal evolution of the average radius and standard devi-
ation in passive emulsions: The plots are depicted on a log-log scale, the
time t is rescaled by τ = ℓ2γ/D and the radius by ℓγ , see Eq. (1.22). The dots
corresponds to a time series of measurements we will later refer to. (a): Dif-
fusion limited coarsening kinetics of passive emulsions. The average radius
(light blue solid line) follows the theoretical LSW-prediction with the scaling
t1/3. The rescaled standard deviation σ(t)/ℓγ (grey solid line) is increasing
indicating a broadening distribution function. (b): Interface-kinetics limited
coarsening kinetics of passive emulsions. The average radius follows the

t1/2 law. The standard deviation (grey solid line) increases.

that the scaling law of the total droplet number

N(t) ∝




t−1 diffusion limited ,

t−3/2 interface-kinetics limited .
(1.19)

The results for the number density n(t) = N(t)/V following the scaling laws
(dashed-lines) from Eq. (1.19), are depicted in Fig.1.9(a).

In the results sketched above, every moment contains the droplet size dis-
tribution function N (R, t). The droplet size distribution function N (R, t),
which we will define and discuss in Chapt. 3, obeys a continuity equation
[67],

∂tN (R, t) = −∂R
(
N (R, t)

d

dt
R(t)

)
, (1.20)

if we plug in Eq. (1.15),

∂tN (R, t) = −c
(0)
out

c
(0)
in

∂R

(
N (R, t)

kD

D + k R(t)

(
ε(t)− ℓγ

R(t)

))
. (1.21)
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FIGURE 1.9: Temporal evolution of the number of droplets and supersat-
uration in passive emulsions: The plots are depicted on a log-log scale.
The dashed lines correspond to the analytic derivations in the LSW-theory,
Eq. (1.19) and Eq. (1.18), respectively. The time t is nondimensionalized by
τ = ℓ2γ/D, Eq. (1.22). (a): Number of droplets decays with t−1 in the diffu-
sion limited regime (yellow) and with t−3/2 in the interface-kinetics limited
regime (green). (b): Supersaturation ε(t) ∝ R−1

c (t), decreases since the con-
centration c(t) converges to the equilibrium c

(0)
out.

Numerically we solve nondimensionalized Eq. (1.21) using conservation law
Eq. (1.11). The nondimensionalisation of the variables is a transformation

t → t/(ℓ2γ/D) (1.22a)

R → R/ℓγ , (1.22b)

such that the nondimensional form of Eq. (1.15) is

d

dt
R(t) =

k

1 + k R(t)

c
(0)
out

c
(0)
in

(
ε(t)− 1

R(t)

)
, (1.23)

where k = k ·ℓγ/D is also nondimensional. For the numerical calculations we
chose: ℓγ = 1µm, D = 108µm2/s, c(0)in = 200mM, c(0)out = 1mM. For the diffusion
limited case the choice of k = 1020µm/s and for the interface-kinetics k =

102µm/s.

1.5.2 Universal coarsening kinetics of passive emulsions

We have seen that for conserved emulsions, the average radius, the super-
saturation, and the number density of droplets evolve during the coarsening
kinetics with universal power laws. The exponents of the power laws are in-
dependent of the material, the system’s history, and the amplitudes depend
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FIGURE 1.10: Temporal evolution of the droplet size distribution func-
tion in passive emulsions: We depict the droplet size distribution function
for the first three time points (t1/τ, t2/τ, t3/τ ) and the last measured time
point t7/τ during the evolution of the system in Fig. 1.8. We see that the dis-
tribution function broadens during the coarsening kinetics. (a): Diffusion
limited regime. (b): Interface-kinetics limited regime. For the numerical cal-
culations we use the same parameters as in Fig. 1.8. The radius R is rescaled
by ℓγ . The color code for the different times corresponds to the color code

used in Fig. 1.8.

on a few material constants but are also independent of initial conditions [10].

The most intriguing feature of the LSW-theory is the universal, self-similar
nature of the coarsening process at long times [2]. The distribution function
N (R, t) can be separated into a time-dependent and radial-dependent part,
such that Eq. (1.20) can be solved using an ansatz N (R, t) = g(t)h(ρ), where
the dimensionless radius, ρ = R/Rc, is time-invariant [8]. The universal be-
haviour is a direct result of the droplet material conservation law, c̄V = const,
on the longtime solution of the continuity equation, Eq. (1.20) and the kinetic
equations Eq. (1.12), Eq. (1.15), [1]. It means that at all times, the distribution
function can be rescaled to one universal shape. The distribution functions
measured at different times t, Fig. 1.10, can be collapsed onto one curve, by
rescaling the radius R to ρ = R/Rc and the amplitude of distribution func-
tion by R4

c(t), Fig. 1.11.

The solution of droplet size distribution function N (R, t) in the diffusion lim-
ited regime is [8],

N (ρ, t) =





Cdiff
Rc(t)4

ρ2
(

3
3+ρ

)7/3(
1

1− 2
3
ρ

)11/3
exp

(
−2ρ
3−2ρ

)
, ρ = R

Rc(t)
≤ 3

2
,

0 , ρ > 3
2
,

(1.24)
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Rescaled radius ⇢

FIGURE 1.11: Collapse of the distribution function: The distribution func-
tions measured at different time points from Fig. 1.8 can be collapsed on a
self-similar shape by rescaling the radius R by Rc(t), ρ = R/Rc, and the
amplitude of distribution function by R4

c (t), to multiply out the time de-
pendence of g(t) ∝ R−4

c (t). (a): Diffusion limited regime. The distribution
function becomes zero at ρ = 1.5. (b): Interface-limited regime. The distri-
bution function becomes zero at ρ = 2. The color code for the curves on the
collapse corresponds to the color scheme used to indicate the time points in

Fig. 1.8.

For the interface-kinetics limited case [8],

N (ρ, t) =





Cint
Rc(t)4

ρ
(

2
2−ρ

)5
exp

(
−3ρ
2−ρ

)
, ρ = R

Rc(t)
≤ 2 ,

0 , ρ > 2 ,
(1.25)

in both cases g(t) = Cdiff/intRc(t)
−4. The constant Cdiff/int, is determined by

the initial condition of the droplet size distribution function. We can show
that the time dependence of the moments of the distribution function is a
function of the length scale Rc(t) which we choose for the radius ρ = R/Rc.
A k-th moment of the distribution function is defined as

⟨Rk(t)⟩ =
∫∞
0

RkN (R, t)dR∫∞
0

N (R, t)dR
. (1.26)

By plugging in the ansatz N (R, t) = g(t)h(ρ), and using ρ = R/Rc, we find
that the k-th moment scales as a k-th power of the critical radius,

⟨Rk(t)⟩ = Rk
c (t)

∫∞
0

ρkh(ρ)dρ∫∞
0

h(ρ)dρ
. (1.27)
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The variance σ2(t) tells us about the behavior of the distribution function.
Performing the steps before, for σ2(t), gives us

σ2(t) = ⟨R2(t)⟩ − ⟨R(t)⟩2

=

∫∞
0

R2N (R, t)dR∫∞
0

N (R, t)dR
−
(∫∞

0
RN (R, t)dR∫∞

0
N (R, t)dR

)2

= R2
c(t)

(∫∞
0

ρ2h(ρ)dρ∫∞
0

h(ρ)dρ
−
(∫∞

0
ρh(ρ)dρ∫∞

0
h(ρ)dρ

)2
)
.

(1.28)

For the solutions of h(ρ) in Eq. (1.24) and Eq. (1.25), the difference of the in-
tegrals in the brackets is always positive. The distribution function is broad-
ening, and the variance increases as R2

c(t). For passive emulsions, a signifi-
cant result which also follows from Eq. (1.27) is that ⟨R(t)⟩diff = Rc,diff(t), and
⟨R(t)⟩int = (8/9)Rc,int(t). The average radius is equal to or slightly below the
critical radius respectively.

The universal self-similar nature made Ostwald ripening an interesting pro-
cess as a premise for a wide variety of two-phase mixtures. For example,
fusion does not reflect this feature of universality, and its statistics depend
on the initial conditions. Although the scaling of the average radius for fu-
sion is the same as for Ostwald ripening, with ⟨R(t)⟩ ∝ t1/3, the droplet size
distribution function is not self-similar. The rate of fusion depends on time,
and due to no upper bound in the radial domain, the distribution function
has a long tail. We now have all the knowledge and intuition about the the-
ory of coarsening for passive emulsions necessary to proceed in the following
chapters with the new theory of coarsening for emulsions with matter sup-
ply.

1.6 Scope of this thesis

Extending the theory of coarsening kinetics of passive emulsions to systems
with matter supply is crucial to our understanding of the evolution of emul-
sions in living cells and in vitro.

Chapt. 2 is dedicated to the theory of droplet growth in systems with a bro-
ken conservation law of the total droplet material. Some definitions intro-
duced in Subsect. 1.5 were often postulated in the literature but not derived.
We will discuss and derive in detail the droplet growth law where the growth
rate limiting process can be diffusion or the relaxation to local equilibrium
at the droplet interface. Furthermore, we will discuss the droplet material
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conservation law and how it can be broken through matter supply. We will
derive droplet size distribution function in systems where the conservation
law of the total droplet material is broken. The question we will attempt to
answer is: Are there new universality classes of emulsions with matter sup-
ply? This discussion will be the basis for Chapt. 3, where we will derive and
study coarsening kinetics of emulsions corresponding to a specific class of
matter supply.

In Chapt. 3, we will explore novel coarsening laws for emulsions with mat-
ter supply. We will discuss a constant matter supply and a time-dependent
supply, which maintains constant supersaturation. We will derive the scal-
ing of moments of the droplet size distribution function and its kinetics. The
questions we are interested in are:

• Are there new longtime coarsening kinetics for emulsions with matter
supply?

• When is the coarsening kinetics for emulsions with matter supply uni-
versal?

The preliminary results of Chapt. 3 and the comparison to passive emulsions
are summarized in Tab. 1.1.

Chapt. 4 is devoted to chemically-active emulsions in which droplet material
supply is controlled through a chemical reaction cycle. Precursor molecules
under fuel consumption become activated to droplet material which can spon-
taneously deactivate to precursor molecules. We will discuss under which
conditions we can write the mass action law for such a system and how does
the modified conservation law look like. We will link the model to an ex-
perimental realization. The experimental realization will allow us to study
coarsening in chemically-active emulsions for precursors and droplet build-
ing blocks spanning a wide range of physicochemical properties under dif-
ferent conditions of fuel supply. We will explore:

• Which parameters of the chemical reaction cycle influence the coarsen-
ing kinetics and in which way?

• Is the coarsening kinetics in chemically-active emulsions universal?

• What is the effect of the chemical reaction cycle on the short-time and
long-time evolution of the chemically-active emulsions?

In the summary part of the thesis Chapt. 5, we will summarize the results and
discuss the possible outlook. Furthermore, we will discuss the relevance of
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broadening - narrowing broadening
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TABLE 1.1: Summary of coarsening kinetics in emulsions with different
matter supply: Table summarising asymptotic scaling laws for the average
radius ⟨R(t)⟩, and whether the distribution function is narrowing or broad-
ening in emulsions under different constraints. We differentiate between the
two processes that define the growth law, diffusion limited and interface-
kinetics limited. The passive results have been discussed in Chapt. 1, and
the novel results for emulsions with supply will be derived in Chapt. 3. We
will there derive and discuss the parameter ξdiff/int, which under some con-

ditions can be independent of the supply.

the results from the perspective of emulsions in biology and at the molecular
origin of life.
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Chapter 2

Theory of droplet growth in emul-
sions with broken conservation law

In this chapter, we derive a complete model for emulsion kinetics, in which
the conservation of the total droplet material can be broken. We start with a
single droplet in a binary mixture, where we consider the departure from the
local equilibrium at the phase interface. We will derive the droplet growth
law, which in an asymptotic regime will correspond to a diffusion limited
or the interface-kinetics limited growth. The work of Langer and Sekerka in
Ref. [66], about a departure from the local equilibrium at the flat interface
of a binary mixture, will be of importance in our discussion. The growth
laws discussed in the introduction, especially Eq. (1.17a) and Eq. (1.17b), will
emerge in our derivation as asymptotic limits of the rate limiting processes.

In the second part of the chapter, we will extend the model from a single
droplet to an emulsion with a general matter supply term in the dilute phase
that breaks the droplet material conservation law. We will introduce the
droplet size distribution function N (R, t) first as a sum over an ensemble
of droplets to later discuss the results in the continuum limit. We will de-
rive how a single droplet grows in an emulsion with matter supply. In the
last part of the chapter, we will attempt to find an analytical solution of the
droplet size distribution function for emulsions with matter supply. We will
highlight the general features of the distribution function and discuss the
predictions of Sugimoto in Ref. [68, 69], who suggested possible regimes of
narrowing and broadening distribution function based on the relation be-
tween the average and the critical radius.
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2.1 Effective droplet model

In Sect. 1.3, we learned that for a two-phase system, there exist equilibrium
volume fractions, ϕ(0)

in , ϕ(0)
out of the two phases. Since the volume fraction ϕ is

continuous in space, the free energy must interpolate between the concentra-
tion of dilute and dense phases. The free energy accounts for the contribution
of spatial inhomogeneities of the concentration profile across the interface.

We assume that at each position r, at time t, the two-phase system is de-
scribed by a scalar variable c(r, t), which corresponds to the local concen-
tration of the droplet material solution, whose molecular volume, ν is in-
dependent of composition throughout the whole system and c = ϕ/ν. For
each value of c(r, t), the coarse-grained free energy functional is of the form
[49, 66, 70]

F [c] =

∫
d3r
[
f0(c) + fmix(c) +

κ

2
|∇c(r, t)|2

]
, (2.1)

where fmix follows Eq. (1.4) and f0 is the free energy of the pure system before
mixing [49]. Furthermore, κ = kBTχν

5/3, and characterises the concentration
inhomogeneities in the free energy. The stationary solutions to Eq. (2.1) sub-
ject to the constraint of the overall conservation of molecules are sketched in
Fig. 2.1(a). In the limit of strong phase separation, the interaction parameter
χ in fmix(c) is high, leading to a large relative difference (c

(0)
in − c

(0)
out)/c

(0)
out for

equilibrium concentrations. The interfacial width, δR, in this limit is of the
order of the molecular size ν1/3.

We want to formulate the dynamical aspects of the model, describing how
it reaches its equilibrium state. The particle conservation is expressed by a
continuity equation, which describes the transport of a conserved quantity,
which is the concentration c(r, t),

∂tc+∇ · j = 0 , (2.2)

where j is the particle flux. Solving the above equation is generally non-
trivial due to the non-linear nature of the problem. For the system we con-
sider, there is a sharp jump in the concentration value at the thin interface.
In regions inside the coexisting phases and far away from the interface, we
can thus linearize the concentrations cin/out around the uniform equilibrium
values, c(0)in/out. We arrive at a diffusion equation, valid in phases α = in/out,
and reads [71]

∂tc ≃ Dα∇2c , (2.3)
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where Dα = kBT (∂µα/∂c)c(0)α
, is a diffusion coefficient inside and outside the

droplet phase (α = in/out). For the flux of molecules, it follows,

jα = −Dα∇c . (2.4)

Furthermore, we need a condition at the interface of the phases. Usually, one
can assume local phase equilibrium at the interface, which corresponds to
the chemical potential of the two phases being in balance at the interface,

µeq := µin = µout , (2.5)

where the chemical potential at the interface µα = ∂f
∂c

∣∣
c=c

eq
α

. The chemical
potential can be expressed in terms of the activity coefficient γα, the concen-
tration cα and the reference chemical potential µ0

α [72, 73, 74, 75]

µα = µ0
α + kBT log(γαcα) . (2.6)

The direct effect of the local equilibrium condition, Eq. (2.5), is that the parti-
tion coefficient P = c

eq
in /c

eq
out, can be expressed in terms of the activity coeffi-

cients of both phases at equilibrium,

P =
γ

eq
out

γ
eq
in

. (2.7)

which reflects that the partitioning of the molecules in the two phases is de-
termined by the composition dependence of activity coefficients γeq

α , [76]. We
will explore the effects of the departure from local equilibrium at the inter-
face in Subsect. 2.1.1.

Before we continue, it is worth discussing the time and length scales rele-
vant to our problem. The shape of a droplet is parameterized in the spheri-
cal coordinate system (r, ϕ, θ), by R(ϕ, θ; t) = R(ϕ, θ; t)er. From now on, we
will, for simplification, consider a spherically symmetric system, such that
R(ϕ, θ; t) = R(t), and we parameterize the coordinate system accordingly.
The interfacial width is small (δR ∝ ν1/3 ), Fig. 2.1(a), we may assume that the
time τδ = δ2R/D required for the interface profile to relax across the phases is
smaller or compared to the time τD = l2D/D required for diffusion processes
associated with a length scale lD. We assume that the smoothing of the in-
terface profile will take place in a time much shorter than that required for
the displacement of the interface. If the interface moves with velocity v, it fol-
lows that τδv ≪ δR [66]. These assumptions simplify the concentration profile
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FIGURE 2.1: Schematic of the concentration profile for the inside and
outside phase across the interface: (a): Concentration of droplet material
across the phases with a tanh-profile across the interface. In bulk, away from
the interface, we indicate the equilibrium concentrations c

(0)
in/out. (b): In the

effective droplet model at the sharp interface we approximate the concen-
tration profile by the respective boundary conditions for both phases, with
cin/out(R) at the droplet’s interface and c∞ far away from the interfaces.

across the two-phase system to the effective droplet model, where the finite
interfacial width is replaced by a sharp interface and the boundary condition
for the concentration in both phases at r = R, cin/out(r = R) = cin/out(R),
Fig. 2.1(b). In the effective droplet model, the concentration far away from
the droplet interface is c(r → ∞) = c∞.

2.1.1 Interface kinetics with local departure from equilibrium

In this section, we discuss the propagation of the interface R with a velocity
v and consider the local departure from equilibrium at the interface. The
case of small interfacial width δR compared to the curvature, which we have
discussed above, implies δR/R → 0. We decide to derive the movement of
the interface in a 1D system corresponding to a flat interface. The results hold
for higher dimensions i.e., for spherically symmetric systems in the limit of
sharp interface limits, as showed by Elder et al. in Ref. [77].

We define a frame of reference moving with a velocity v, which is defined by
the equation r′ = r −

∫ t

0
v(t′)dt′. The concentration c(r′, t) in that reference

frame evolves with [66]

∂tc(r
′, t)− v ∂r′c(r

′, t) = ∂tc(r, t) . (2.8)

In the moving reference frame, the continuity equation Eq. (2.2) holds, such
that ∂tc(r′, t) = −∂r′ j̃(r

′, t). We also use Eq. (2.2) for the conservation law in
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the center of mass reference,

−∂r′ j̃(r
′, t)− v ∂r′c(r

′, t) = −∂rj(r, t) . (2.9)

The conservation law in the reference frame of the moving interface implies,
∂tc(r

′, t) = 0 and thus ∂r′ j̃ = 0. The flux is constant, j̃ = const across the inter-
face. The condition for both phases at the interface is, j̃in = j̃out. Integrating
both sides of Eq. (2.9) across the interface r = R,

jout|R − v cout(R) = jin|R − v cin(R) , (2.10)

The interface moves at a velocity v [77, 66],

v(R) =
jin|R − jout|R

cin(R)− cout(R)
. (2.11)

We want to relate the interface fluxes measured at in a reference frame which
is the interface at rest, to the chemical potential differences ∆µin and ∆µout

across the interface. The rate of entropy production, due to interface fluxes,
per unit area of interface is [66, 78]

T Ṡ = jin∆µin + jout∆µout , (2.12)

where ∆µin = (µin−µ∗), ∆µout = (µ∗−µout). The reference chemical potential
at the interface, µ∗, corresponds in the linear order to the equilibrium chemi-
cal potential, µ∗ ≃ µeq, determined by the tangent to the free energy minima
in the Maxwell-construction Fig. 1.6(b). The fluxes jα|R at the interface can
be expressed through their respective conjugate generalized forces ∆µα and
be written as

jin|R = kin

(
eµin/kBT − eµ

∗/kBT
)
, (2.13a)

jout|R = kout

(
eµ

∗/kBT − eµout/kBT
)
, (2.13b)

where we chose an expression that suffices the detailed balance of rates [79].
The coefficients kα with units [kα] = concentration · length/time, characterize
the relaxation of the chemical potentials to the reference µ∗ at the interface R.
The boundary conditions for the fluxes follow from Eq. (2.4). In spherically
symmetric coordinates, with jα = jα ·er considering that there is no polar and
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FIGURE 2.2: Schematics of the chemical potential profile across the
phases: (a): The chemical potentials µin/out = µ∗ are equal at the interface,
which corresponds to the phase equilibrium at the droplet interface. (b):
Scenario with a jump in the chemical potential profile at the interface. Dark-
blue line corresponds to the scenario, when both the inside and the outside
phase mismatch the reference potential µ∗. The light-blue line shows a sce-
nario when the inside is at equilibrium µin = µ∗, but for the outside there is

a mismatch in the chemical potential µout ̸= µ∗.

azimuthal dependence of the fields, the boundary condition reads,

jin|R = −Din ∇cin|R , (2.14a)

jout|R = −Dout ∇cout|R . (2.14b)

2.1.2 Cases of departure from the local equilibrium at the

droplet interface

In the following, we consider cases of the departure from the local equilib-
rium at the droplet interface. We will first look at the scenario when there is
no departure, and the condition of phase equilibrium at the interface holds.
We will compare the resulting movement of the interface to a case of asym-
metric departure from the local equilibrium at the interface when only the
outside phase is not at equilibrium.

Suppose the chemical potentials in the inside and outside phases at the in-
terface are equal to the reference chemical potential µout = µin = µ∗. This
is a condition of local phase equilibrium at the interface, Fig. 2.2(a). In this
case, since the fluxes in Eq. (2.13) have to be finite, we calculate them from
the boundary condition Eq. (2.14). The equation for the movement of the
interface Eq. (2.11) becomes

v(R) =
−Din ∇cin|R +Dout ∇cout|R

cin(R)− cout(R)
. (2.15)
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The gradient of the concentrations in both phases at the interface determines
the growth of the droplet. This case corresponds to diffusion limited growth.

If the interface is not locally at the equilibrium in both phases, there is a jump
of the chemical potentials at the interface, Fig. 2.2(b). Using Eq. (2.6), we can
rewrite the expression for the local fluxes at the interface

jin|R = kin

(
(γincin)|R − γ

eq
in c

eq
in

)
, (2.16a)

jout|R = kout

(
γ

eq
outc

eq
out − (γoutcout)|R

)
. (2.16b)

Notice, that kα, for α = in/out is a molecular flux per unit area of the inter-
face, and does not depend on the composition.

As discussed earlier, at phase equilibrium, the partition coefficient P can be
expressed in terms of the activity coefficients, Eq. (2.7). The fluxes can be thus
simplified to

jin|R = kinγ
eq
in P

(
(γincin)|R
γ

eq
in P

− c
eq
out

)
, (2.17a)

jout|R = koutγ
eq
in P

(
c

eq
out −

(γoutcout)|R
γ

eq
in P

)
. (2.17b)

We have rewritten the fluxes in terms of the equilibrium conditions and the
concentrations at the interface. The above scenario corresponds to a case
when both µin and µout depart from the local equilibrium µ∗, depicted in
Fig. 2.2(b) (dark blue line).

The asymmetric departure from local equilibrium can also happen, e.g., if for
one of the phases only, the relaxation to equilibrium has not been reached.
Consider a situation like the one depicted in Fig. 2.2(b) (light blue line). For
the inside phase µin = µ∗ at the interface. In this case, (γincin)|R = γ

eq
in c

eq
in ,

and the flux jin|R = −Din ∇cin|R is controlled by diffusion. We can rewrite
Eq. (2.13b) for the flux in the outside phase

jout|R = kout

(
γ

eq
in c

eq
in − (γoutcout)|R

)
, (2.18)

and expand (γoutcout)|R around the equilibrium value up to the second order,

(γoutcout)|R ≃ γ
eq
outc

eq
out +

( ∂γout

∂cout

∣∣∣∣
eq
c

eq
out + γ

eq
out

)(
cout(R)− c

eq
out

)
. (2.19)
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Since γ
eq
α and its derivatives are in the dilute regime constants, we can in-

corporate them into the coefficient kout, which becomes a speed of relaxation
towards the equilibrium at the interface. The flux in Eq. (2.18) becomes

jout|R = kout
(
c

eq
out − cout(R)

)
. (2.20)

The corresponding growth law, Eq. (2.11), is composed of a diffusive flux and
an interface-kinetics controlled material transport,

v(R) =
−Din ∇cin|R − kout

(
c

eq
out − cout(R)

)

cin(R)− cout(R)
. (2.21)

If the interface-kinetics contribution dominates the growth kinetics in Eq. (2.21),
this leads to the interface-kinetics controlled growth.

2.1.3 Constant conditions inside the droplet

We discuss here a spherical droplet of radius R(t) in a spherically symmetric
system. We assume no polar or azimuthal dependence of the concentration
field. Throughout this thesis, we focus on the case where the inside phase has
fast relaxation towards equilibrium and there are no spatial inhomogeneities,
∇2cin(r, t) = 0. The flux inside the droplet vanishes ∂rcin(r)|r=0 = 0. Further-
more, for strong phase separation, when c

(0)
in ≫ c

(0)
out, we can neglect the curva-

ture effects in the Gibbs-Thomson relation for the inside, such that ceq
in ≃ c

(0)
in .

In this case we can set cin = c
(0)
in , which implies jin = 0. The equation for the

movement of the interface simplifies to

v(R) =
− jout|R

c
(0)
in − cout(R)

, (2.22)

where jout|R is given by Eq. (2.20) with the boundary condition Eq. (2.14b).

2.1.4 Quasi-static approximation and the concentration pro-

file

To derive the droplet’s growth dynamics, since the concentration profile in-
side is flat, we only need to know the concentration profile in the outside
phase. We employ the quasi-static approximation, which assumes that the
droplet radius varies slowly, such that at each (coarse-grained) time point of
the droplet dynamics, we can neglect the transient of the diffusion equation,
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Eq. (2.3) [49]. The diffusion equation simplifies to the Laplace equation,

0 ≃ ∇2cout(r; t) =
1

r2
∂

∂r

(
r2
∂cout

∂r

)
. (2.23)

Since we have relaxed to a stationary solution, the time t here is a parameter
determining the boundary condition but not the time dependence of the con-
centration. We consider a single droplet embedded in a large system, with
concentration far away from the droplet interface, c∞, set by the condition
at the system’s boundary. Given the concentration at the droplet’s interface
cout(R), we have two boundary conditions for Eq. (2.23),

cout(r = R) = cout(R) , (2.24a)

lim
r→∞

cout(r) = c∞ . (2.24b)

The solution of the Laplace equation for r ≥ R, given the above conditions is

cout(r) = c∞ +
(
cout(R)− c∞

)R
r
, (2.25)

whereas due to the constant conditions inside, for r < R, cin(r) = c
(0)
in .

2.1.5 Asymptotic relaxation at the interface

Constant conditions inside the droplet imply that we will only encounter co-
efficients relevant to the outside phase. Thus, we can drop the index "out"
for parameters like the diffusion constant D, relaxation speed k, or when dis-
cussing the concentration profile outside.

In our model, the concentration at the boundary in the outside phase, c(R),
is still undetermined. Setting Eq. (2.20) equal to the boundary condition
Eq. (2.14b) and using the solution in Eq. (2.25), gives

c(R) =
D c∞ + k R(t) ceq(R)

D + k R(t)
, (2.26)

where we have indicated the dependence of ceq(R) on R from the Gibbs-
Thomson relation. Wagner has also showed this solution [8], but the exact
derivation was missing. Comparison of D to kR(t) gives us two asymp-
totic regimes, which we can distinguish by β = kR(t)/D, such that: for
kR(t) ≫ D, in the diffusion limited regime (β → ∞), the concentration c(R)
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is determined by the Gibbs-Thomson relation,

lim
β→∞

c(R) = ceq(R) . (2.27)

For kR(t) ≪ D, which corresponds to the interface-kinetics limited regime
(β → 0), the concentration c(R) is determined by the condition at the system’s
boundary far away from the droplet’s interface,

lim
β→0

c(R) = c∞ , (2.28)

where we have used L’Hôpital’s rule to perform the limit of Eq. (2.26). We
reach the two asymptotic regimes by varying the ratio β = kR(t)/D, which
tells about the relaxation speed to the local equilibrium at the interface com-
pared to the diffusion in the bulk.

Plugging in the solution for c(R), i.e., Eq. (2.26) into the growth law Eq. (2.22),

v(R) =
kD

D + k R(t)

(c∞ − ceq)

c
(0)
in

, (2.29)

where we have assumed strong phase separation, such that c(0)in ≫ c(R), at
all times. This result corresponds to the growth law discussed in Eq. (1.15).
By varying kR(t) to D, the growth law for a single droplet is corresponding
either to the interface-kinetics limited growth law Eq. (1.14), or the diffusion
limited regime Eq. (1.13).

2.2 Statistics of growth in emulsions

Until now, we have studied the behavior of a single droplet embed in an in-
finite system, with the constant concentration at the system’s boundary c∞.
For emulsions, we need to define a system composed of many droplets shar-
ing an average concentration in the dilute phase, which will be controlled by
the external matter supply.

In the following, we will derive mathematical tools to describe emulsions
from a perspective of a discrete sum over an ensemble of droplet radii, Sub-
sect. 2.2.1, and later in Subsect. 2.2.2 by taking a continuum limit. By intro-
ducing matter supply, we will find how it affects the single droplet growth
law and the evolution of emulsion. The derivation of emulsion kinetics in a
discrete picture, is partially inspired by the discussion of Ostwald ripening
in passive emulsions in the lecture notes of Martin Grant [80] and the notes
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of James S. Langer in Ref. [71]. We expanded this discussion to the interface-
kinetics limited growth of droplets and to matter supply. We focus only on
emulsions with constant conditions inside the droplets.

2.2.1 Derivation of emulsion growth kinetics for each droplet

FIGURE 2.3: Schematic
of emulsion: Emulsion
is composed of many
droplets coexisting with

a dilute phase.

Emulsion is composed of many droplets coexisting
with a dilute phase. We define a set of droplets la-
beled i = 1, 2, 3, . . . ,M , each of radius Ri(t), cen-
tered at positions ri. The droplet size distribution
function in the discrete description is

N (R, t) =
1

V

N(t)∑

i=1

δ
(
R−Ri

)
, (2.30)

where the total number of droplets is N(t). Any k-th
moment of the distribution is defined as

⟨Rk(t)⟩ =
∑M

i=1R
k
i (t)

N(t)
. (2.31)

The units of the droplets size distribution function in Eq. (2.30) are [N ] =

length−4.

We treat droplets as reservoirs of droplet material, with constant concentra-
tion c

(0)
in . The material exchanged by each droplet with its environment due

to its volumetric changes is

c
(0)
in

d

dt

(4π
3
R3

i (t)
)
= 4πQi(t) , (2.32)

where Qi(t) is a sink (or source) term of the droplet material due to droplet
growth. The contributions from all droplets through the sink and source
terms is a sum of the volumetric changes for all droplets, i.e., the sum of
Eq. (2.32) over all droplets i, such that

c
(0)
in

N(t)∑

i=1

d

dt

(4π
3
R3

i (t)
)
= 4π

N(t)∑

i=1

Qi(t) . (2.33)

In the vector notation Fig. 2.4, a vector ri is pointing from the origin of the
frame of reference to the center of a droplet i, Fig. 2.4(a). The radius of droplet
i is given by Ri = |r − ri|. The concentration field of the droplet material
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FIGURE 2.4: Schematic of the coordinate system: (a) Vector ri points from
the origin (dot) to the center of a droplet i. Radius Ri = |r − ri|. (b): Two
droplets i and j. The vectors point from the origin, which is represented by

a dot.

in the dilute phase at position r is cout(r, t). The conservation law for the
concentration field, cout(r, t) in absence of any additional matter supply, is

∂tcout(r, t) = D∇2cout(r, t)− 4π

N(t)∑

i=1

Qi(t)δ(r − ri) , (2.34)

where the last term describes the distributed source associated with growing
droplets [71]. We introduce a matter supply term Jc(t), an additional source
term that is spatially homogeneous and contributes homogeneously to the
dilute phase. Without matter supply Jc(t), the total amount of the droplet
material in the system would be conserved and bound by the initial condi-
tion. The conservation law for the concentration field cout(r, t) in the presence
of matter supply, is

∂tcout(r, t) = D∇2cout(r, t)− 4π

N(t)∑

i=1

Qi(t)δ(r − ri) + Jc(t) . (2.35)

Since Jc(t) is a homogeneous matter supply and we can assume droplets be-
ing distributed homogeneously, e can incorporate Jc(t) into the sum over i.
We can consider the contribution of Jc(t) to a sink source per droplet volume
V/N(t) for each droplet i,

∂tcout(r, t) = D∇2cout(r, t)− 4π

N(t)∑

i=1

(
Qi(t)−

Jc(t)V

4πN(t)

)
δ(r − ri) , (2.36)
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which we can write in the form of Eq. (2.34) by substituting Q(t) with

Q̃i(t) = Qi(t)−
Jc(t)V

4πN(t)
. (2.37)

Employing the quasi-static assumption, ∂tcout(r, t) ≃ 0, allows us to find a
quasi-static solution for cout(r; t), where the time dependence t arises due to
the boundary conditions of the solution. We need to solve the differential
equation,

D∇2cout(r; t) = 4π

N(t)∑

i=1

Q̃i(t)δ(r − ri) , (2.38)

For problems like Coulomb’s law above, we can use a theorem [81, p.50],
∇2(1/|x|) = −4πδ(x). The solution of Eq. (2.38) in spherically symmetric
coordinates is,

cout(r; t) = − 1

D

N(t)∑

i=1

Q̃i(t)

|r − ri|
+ A . (2.39)

Far away from growing interface in a finite system, the concentration is set
by a homogeneous value c∞(t). Due to this condition A = c∞(t). Note that
the time in the solution c(r; t) arises only due to the boundary conditions of
the quasi-stationary solution. The contribution to the dilute concentration
at the droplet’s interface is given by term Q̃i(t). Note that we assume that
droplets are point-like object far from one another that the diffusion field is
not affected by any distortions in their shapes [71].

Integrating Eq. (2.38) over the dilute phase, assuming that at system’s bound-
ary there are no fluxes of droplet material,

0 =

N(t)∑

i=1

Q̃i(t) . (2.40)

Using the definition of Q̃i(t), Eq. (2.37), it follows that

N(t)∑

i=1

Qi(t) =
Jc(t)V

4π
. (2.41)

The effect of this result is visible when we look at Eq. (2.33). In the presence
of matter supply, the total droplet phase volume changes according to added
material.
Without matter supply, the exchanged material between the droplets would
always balance, such that no material would be lost to the dilute phase but
also there would be no change in the total droplet phase volume. The sum of
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the sink and sources from all the droplets must balance,
∑N(t)

i=1 Qi(t) = 0, for
Jc(t) = 0, such that for two droplets i and j Fig. 2.4(b), Qi = −Qj .

To consider how droplets in an emulsion with matter supply grow, we should
first determine the growth law of a single droplet. Given the solution cout(r; t),
we can write modified version of the growth law Eq. (2.29), in which we rec-
ognize that the i−th droplet actually sees the field cout(ri; t) as opposed to
simply c∞. The equation for Ṙi(t), using Eq. (2.29) and Eq. (2.39),

Ṙi(t) =
kD

D + k Ri(t)

1

c
(0)
in

(
− 1

D

N(t)∑

j=1
j ̸=i

Q̃j(t)

|ri − rj|
+ c∞(t)− ceq(Ri)

)
. (2.42)

This equation has been obtained by Wein and Cahn for the diffusion con-
trolled coarsening in passive emulsions in Ref. [82], see also [71]. In the dilute
limit of very distant droplets from each other, the term |ri − rj| → ∞, which
is precisely the criterion for validity of the mean-field approximation. In that
case, the term with the sum vanishes, and we can consider droplets growing
just through the far away concentration shared by all droplets, c∞(t)

Ṙi(t) =
kD

D + k Ri(t)

1

c
(0)
in

(
c∞(t)− ceq(Ri)

)
. (2.43)

Combining the condition of the overall droplet phase volume growth, Eq. (2.33)
and the result for the sum over all sink and source terms in the presence of
matter supply Jc(t), Eq. (2.41) gives us

4πc
(0)
in

N(t)∑

i=1

Ri(t)
2Ṙi(t) = Jc(t) , (2.44)

where we have incorporated the total system volume into Jc(t) = V Jc(t), see
Eq. (2.41). Substituting the growth law Ṙi(t) Eq. (2.43),

N(t)∑

i=1

R2
i (t)

c∞(t)− ceq(Ri)

D + kRi(t)
=

Jc(t)

4πkD
. (2.45)

In the limit of the diffusion kRi ≫ D, or the interface-kinetics limited regime,
kRi ≪ D, we distinguish two asymptotic solutions for the supersaturation



Chapter 2. Theory of droplet growth in emulsions with broken
conservation law

41

respectively,

c∞(t)− c(0)

c(0)
=

Jc(t)
(
4πDc(0)

)−1
+ ℓγN(t)

∑N(t)
i=1 Ri(t)

for kRi ≫ D , (2.46a)

c∞(t)− c(0)

c(0)
=

Jc(t)
(
4πkc(0)

)−1
+ ℓγ

∑N(t)
i=1 Ri(t)∑N(t)

i=1 R2
i (t)

for kRi ≪ D , (2.46b)

where we have used the Gibbs-Thomson relation, ceq(R) = c(0)(1 + ℓγ/R).
Using the definition of a k−th moment Eq. (2.31), and rewriting for the su-
persaturation ε(t) =

(
c∞(t)− c(0)

)
/c(0),

ε(t) =
Jc(t)

(
4πDN(t)c(0)

)−1
+ ℓγ

⟨R(t)⟩ for kR ≫ D , (2.47a)

ε(t) =
Jc(t)

(
4πkN(t)c(0)

)−1
+ ℓγ⟨R(t)⟩

⟨R2(t)⟩ for kR ≪ D . (2.47b)

In the growth law for each droplet

Ṙ(t) =
kD

D + k R(t)

c(0)

c
(0)
in

(
ε(t)− ℓγ

R(t)

)
, (2.48)

the information about the whole emulsion is encoded through ε(t). In the
absence of matter supply Jc = 0, the concentration shared by all droplets de-
pends only on the distribution of droplet sizes through its first and second
moment, respectively, as it is known for passive emulsions. The critical ra-
dius Rc(t) is a fixed point of equation Ṙ(t) = 0, thus Rc(t) = ℓγ/ε(t). For the
two asymptotic regimes,

Rc(t) =
⟨R(t)⟩

Jc(t)
(
4πDN(t)c(0)ℓγ

)−1
+ 1

for kR ≫ D , (2.49a)

Rc(t) =
⟨R2(t)⟩

Jc(t)
(
4πkN(t)ℓγc(0)

)−1
+ ⟨R(t)⟩

for kR ≪ D , (2.49b)

It is possible to describe the coupling between the droplets and the evolution
of emulsion with matter supply using discrete formalism. We have seen how
the coupling of droplets through the shared supersaturation ε(t) influences
the growth of every distinct droplet in the system. Only be fixing the super-
saturation to be a constant, and thus breaking the dependence on the mo-
ments of the distribution function, droplets would be decoupled from each
other.
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2.2.2 Continuum theory for emulsion kinetics

The time derivative of the droplet size distribution function, Eq. (2.30), is

∂

∂t
N (R, t) =

1

V

N(t)∑

i=1

∂

∂t
δ
(
R−Ri(t)

)
. (2.50)

The right hand side of the equation above can be rewritten as

N(t)∑

i=1

dRi(t)

dt

∂

∂Ri

δ
(
R−Ri(t)

)
= −

N(t)∑

i=1

dRi(t)

dt

∂

∂R
δ
(
R−Ri(t)

)
, (2.51)

where we have used the property of the Dirac delta function, which directly
follows from its integral definition, δ(x−a) = (1/2π)

∫∞
0

eip(x−a)dp. Since Ṙi(t)

has no dependence on R, we can use the product rule and write the partial
derivative ∂/∂R outside the sum over i,

−
N(t)∑

i=1

dRi(t)

dt

∂

∂R
δ
(
R−Ri(t)

)
= − ∂

∂R

N(t)∑

i=1

dRi(t)

dt
δ
(
R−Ri(t)

)
. (2.52)

Bringing Eq. (2.50) and Eq. (2.52) together, gives a continuity equation, which
is obeyed by the droplet size distribution function,

∂

∂t
N (R, t) +

∂

∂R

(
∂R

∂t
N (R, t)

)
= 0 . (2.53)
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FIGURE 2.5: Schematics of
the droplet size distribu-
tion function: The distri-
bution function is a con-
tinuous function in radial

space.

The droplet size distribution function N (R, t) in
the discrete system, Fig. 2.5 (histogram, blue bars
of width ∆R), can be replaced by a continuous
function defined in space R, Fig. 2.5 (black dashed
line). We introduce N (R, t) by taking the step size
∆R in the discrete description to be infinitesimally
small and counting the number density of droplets
between radius R and R +∆R,

N (R, t) = lim
∆R→0

n(R,R +∆R, t)

∆R
. (2.54)

The droplet number density is defined as,

n(t) =

∫ ∞

0

N (R, t)dR , (2.55)
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where the radius R ∈ [0,∞). The dimensions of the droplet size density
function are [N (R, t)] = length−4.

Since we do not consider nucleation of droplets, the droplet number density
n(t) can only change due to droplets dissolving. If we integrate the continuity
equation Eq. (2.53) we obtain

∫ ∞

0

d

dt
N (R, t) dR = −

∫ ∞

0

∂

∂R

(
Ṙ(t)N (R, t)

)
dR . (2.56)

Using the definition of the droplet number density, Eq. (2.55) and assuming
that the droplet size distribution function vanishes at infinity, we find how
the droplet number density changes in time

d

dt
n(t) = −

(
Ṙ(t)N (R, t)

)∣∣∣
R=0

. (2.57)

The droplet number density changes only due to events of dissolution at R =

0. Furthermore, the k-th moment of the distribution, Eq. (2.31), is defined as

⟨Rk(t)⟩ =
∫∞
0

Rk(t)N (R, t)dR∫∞
0

N (R, t)dR
, (2.58)

and we define the droplet phase volume fraction Φ(t) as

Φ(t) =

∫ ∞

0

4π

3
R3(t)N (R, t)dR . (2.59)

We can immediately see that the transition from the discrete picture, where
the distribution function was a Dirac delta function, Eq. (2.30), to continuum
corresponds to the transition

d

dt

N(t)∑

i=1

4π

3
R3

i (t)δ(r − ri) →
d

dt

∫ ∞

0

4π

3
R3(t)N (R, t)dR . (2.60)

We can thus very simply rewrite the conservation law in Eq. (2.35) in the con-
tinuum limit. For this we replace the sum over all sink and source terms of
the droplet material, which was defined in Eq. (2.33) through the volumetric
changes of all droplets, by the droplet phase volume fraction Φ(t), such that
the conservation law becomes

∂tcout(r, t) = D∇2cout(r, t)− c
(0)
in

d

dt

∫ ∞

0

4π

3
R3(t)N (R, t)dR + Jc(t) . (2.61)

At this point, we can use the argument of time scale separation. Droplets
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grow by the exchange of material between each other, and they pick addi-
tional material through the matter supply Jc(t). The growth of droplets in the
quasi-static approximation is much slower than the diffusion of concentra-
tion profiles cout(r, t) away from droplets. There is a separation of timescales
such that there is a balance between ∂tcout(r, t) = D∇2cout(r, t) and, the bal-
ance between

0 ≃ −c
(0)
in

∫ ∞

0

4πR2(t)Ṙ(t)N (R, t)dR + Jc(t) . (2.62)

from which also follows a condition for the time derivative of the droplet
phase volume fraction Φ(t) (Eq. (2.59)),

d

dt
Φ(t) =

Jc(t)

c
(0)
in

. (2.63)

This equations is the continuum analog to Eq. (2.41). In the absence of matter
supply Jc(t) = 0, droplets can only grow by exchanging material with each
other. In the presence of Jc(t), growth and volumetric changes are dictated
by matter supply.

As we have learned in the previous discussion, to calculate the growth of
each droplet in an emulsion, we need to calculate the supersaturation as
a function of the whole emulsion. We again use the droplet growth law
Eq. (2.29) for the condition in Eq. (2.62) to solve for the quasi-static solution of
the supersaturation ε(t) = (c∞(t)−c(0))/c(0). We use the Gibbs-Thomson rela-
tion for ceq(R) = c(0)(1+ ℓγ/R), Eq. (1.8). The solution for the supersaturation
is

ε(t) =
ℓγ
∫∞
0

(
R

D+k R

)
N (R, t)dR + Jc(t)

(
4πkD c(0)

)−1

∫∞
0

(
R2

D+k R

)
N (R, t)dR

. (2.64)

The growth law for a distinct droplet of radius R(t) embed in an emulsion of
supersaturation ε(t) with matter supply Jc(t) is

Ṙ(t) =
kD

D + k R(t)

c(0)ℓγ

c
(0)
in

(∫∞
0

(
RN (R,t)
D+k R

)
dR + Jc(t)

(
4πkDℓγ c

(0)
)−1

∫∞
0

(
R2 N (R,t)
D+k R

)
dR

− 1

R(t)

)
.

(2.65)
We introduce a new variable β = kR/D, which tells us about the ratio of
the two rate limiting processes: Diffusion and interface-kinetics. If diffusion
is the limiting process, D ≪ kR and β → ∞. Otherwise, D ≫ kR implies
β → 0. Thus, we can distinguish two asymptotic results for the critical radius
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Rc(t; β),

Rc(t;∞) =

∫∞
0

RN (R, t) dR
∫∞
0

N (R, t) dR + Jc(t)
(
4πDℓγ c(0)

)−1 , (2.66a)

Rc(t; 0) =

∫∞
0

R2N (R, t) dR
∫∞
0

RN (R, t) dR + Jc(t)
(
4πkℓγ c(0)

)−1 . (2.66b)

Without matter supply, when Jc(t) = 0, we retrieve the classical results, with
Rc(t;∞) = ⟨R(t)⟩ and Rc(t; 0) = ⟨R2(t)⟩/⟨R(t)⟩.

By using the appropriate limits, the growth law simplifies to

Ṙ(t;∞) =
D

R(t)

c(0)ℓγ

c
(0)
in

(∫∞
0

N (R, t) dR + Jc(t)
(
4πDℓγ c

(0)
)−1

∫∞
0

RN (R, t) dR
− 1

R(t)

)
,

(2.67a)

Ṙ(t; 0) = k
c(0)ℓγ

c
(0)
in

(∫∞
0

RN (R, t) dR + Jc(t)
(
4πkℓγ c

(0)
)−1

∫∞
0

R2N (R, t) dR
− 1

R(t)

)
, (2.67b)

where we have also introduced a parameter β, Ṙ(t; β). We have retrieved all
results as discussed in the discrete derivation in Subsect. 2.2.1. We will use
these equations directly in Chapt. 3 to discuss the effect of different matter
supply scenarios on the coarsening kinetics of emulsions. In the following,
we will discuss the separation ansatz for the droplet size distribution func-
tion and the time dependence of the critical radius Rc(t).

2.2.3 Separation ansatz for the droplet size distribution func-

tion

Since we do not consider nucleation of droplets or droplets being added to
the system, the change in the droplet number density n(t) comes only from
the dissolution of droplets, which happens for R ≤ Rc(t). We have derived
the law for the droplet number density change in Eq. (2.57), which is

d

dt
n(t) = Ṙ(t)N (R, t)

)∣∣∣
R=0

. (2.68)

Using the part of the growth law Ṙ(t), Eq. (2.67), which is valid for R ≤ Rc(t),
we obtain [8]

dn(t)

dt
=

kD(
D + k R(t)

) ℓγc
(0)

R(t)c
(0)
in

N (R, t)

∣∣∣∣∣
R=0

. (2.69)
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This holds both for passive emulsions and emulsions with matter supply,
since Jc(t) only contributes in the growth law for R > Rc(t). The condition
for the droplet number density will determine the radial dependence of the
droplet size distribution function N (R, t).

For passive emulsions, the final state of the coarsening process is just one
droplet. Thus, for passive emulsions the droplet number density n(t) will
decrease. If the droplet number density decreases, Eq. (2.69) should be finite.
In order to counteract the divergence at R = 0 in the two asymptotic cases of
diffusion or interface-kinetics limited growth, where β → ∞ and β → 0, with
β = kR(t)/D respectively, the dependence on the radius R of the droplet size
distribution function in passive emulsions is

N (R, t;∞) ∝ R2(t) , (2.70a)

N (R, t; 0) ∝ R(t) . (2.70b)

The separation ansatz for the droplet size distribution function is, N (ρ, t) =

g(t)h(ρ) [8], where the rescaled radius ρ = R(t)/lc(t), is scaled by a length
scale lc(t). The normalization condition is h(ρ = 0) = 1.

For passive emulsions, given the condition in Eq. (2.70) which holds for small
values of R, it follows that N (ρ, t;∞) = ρ2h̃(ρ;∞)g(t;∞), and N (ρ, t; 0) =

ρh̃(ρ; 0)g(t; 0). In passive emulsions the choice of the length scale is the crit-
ical radius lc(t) = Rc(t). Depending on the time dependence of the droplet
number density n(t), in Eq. (2.69), the dependence on the radius R of the
droplet size distribution function might differ.

The time-dependent part of the separation ansatz g(t) can be defined through
any moment. The typical choice is to define it through the droplet phase vol-
ume fraction Φ(t), Eq. (2.59), such that [8]

g(t) =
3Φ(t)

4πlc(t)4
∫∞
0

ρ3h(ρ)dρ
. (2.71)

Without matter supply Φ̇(t) = 0, which follows from Eq. (2.63), and in pas-
sive emulsions, the droplet phase volume fraction Φ(t) is constant. For sys-
tems with matter supply, this is not the case anymore, and we need to take
into account that g(t) can have, in general, a nontrivial dependence on the
time t.

Applying the separation ansatz to the the continuity equation, Eq. (2.53), we
can attempt to solve for the analytical solution of the droplet size distribution
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function N (R, t). We will see that is not possible to find a complete analytical
solution for emulsions with matter supply. However, we will work in the
analytical approach as far as possible and discuss the final results compared
to passive emulsions in the LSW-theory.

2.3 Analytical solution of the droplet size distri-

bution function for emulsions with matter sup-

ply

The correctness of the separation ansatz for the droplet size distribution func-
tion can be checked, if, after using the continuity equation Eq. (2.53), we
can separate the radial and temporal contributions from each other. In the
following, we will discuss the separation ansatz N (ρ, t) = g(t)h(ρ), with
ρ = R(t)/lc(t) and g(t) ∝ Φ(t)l−4

c (t), from Eq. (2.71). We do not determine
yet the length scale lc(t), which is a length scale of choice.

We are interested how the matter supply Jc(t) influences the validity of the
separation ansatz and if it is possible to solve for the droplet size distribu-
tion function. Note that in our derivation the important condition is that the
matter supply is homogeneous in space. Otherwise, we would need to take
into account the fluctuations in the diffusion profile of the concentration field
and the growth law might change as well. We focus here on a class of matter
supply, that can be defined through the power law time dependence, such
that Jc(t)/

(
c
(0)
in

)
= J̃c · tα, with α determining the power law. We can write the

droplet phase volume fraction using the result in Eq. (2.63),

Φ(t) = Φ(0) +
J̃c

α + 1
· tα+1 . (2.72)

The continuity equation is

∂tN (R, t) = ∂R
(
Ṙ(t)N (R, t)

)
. (2.73)

The left-hand side of the continuity equation, using the ingredients discussed
above, is

∂tN (R, t) = l̇c(t)l
−5
c (t)Φ(t)

(
− 4h(ρ)− ρh′(ρ) + h(ρ)lc(t)

Φ̇(t)

Φ(t)

)
. (2.74)
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Using Φ(t) ∝ tα+1 and thus Φ̇(t)/Φ(t) = (α + 1)t−1,

∂tN (R, t) = l̇c(t)l
−5
c (t)Φ(t)

(
− 4h(ρ)− ρh′(ρ) + (α + 1)h(ρ)lc(t) t

−1

)
. (2.75)

For α = −1, the last term in the sum will always vanish, and we can separate
the left-hand site of the continuity equation as a product of a time-dependent
and radial-dependent function. Furthermore, as long as the time dependence
of the length scale lc(t) is such that in the asymptotic limit t → ∞, which is
valid in the regime of coarsening

lim
t→∞

(
lc(t) t

−1
)
= 0 , (2.76)

we can neglect the last term of the sum. In passive emulsions, this term was
not present due to Φ̇ = 0. If in emulsions with matter supply there is a length
scale that fulfills the condition in Eq. (2.76), we can choose it to separate the
left-hand side of the continuity equation into

∂tN (R, t) = l̇c(t)l
−5
c (t)Φ(t)F (ρ, h(ρ)) . (2.77)

We will now, analogously, rewrite the right-hand side of the continuity equa-
tion Eq. (2.73). We distinguish between the two asymptotic regimes of growth
limited by diffusion β → ∞ or interface-kinetics, β → 0. The growth laws
Ṙ(t; β) (Eq. (2.67)) are:

Ṙ(t;∞) =
vdiff

R(t)

(
1

Rc(t)
− 1

R(t)

)
, (2.78a)

Ṙ(t; 0) = vint

(
1

Rc(t)
− 1

R(t)

)
, (2.78b)

where we have used vdiff and vint,

vdiff =
D c(0)ℓγ

c
(0)
in

, (2.79a)

vint =
k c(0)ℓγ

c
(0)
in

. (2.79b)

The units are [vdiff] = length3/time and [vint] = length2/time. Using the
growth laws we can write for the right-hand side of the continuity equation
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in the two regimes, such that for the diffusion limited regime,

∂R
(
Ṙ(t;∞)N (R, t;∞)

)
=

=
vdiffΦ(t)

l4c (t)

(
h′(ρ)

lc(t)

(
R−1

c (t)R−1(t)−R−2(t)
)
− h(ρ)

Rc(t)R2(t)
+

2h(ρ)

R3(t)

)
,

(2.80a)

and for the interface-kinetics limited regime,

∂R
(
Ṙ(t; 0)N (R, t; 0)

)
=

vintΦ(t)

l4c (t)

(
h′(ρ)

lc(t)

(
R−1

c (t)−R−1(t)
)
− h(ρ)

R2(t)

)
. (2.80b)

To simplify the calculations further, one can substitute R(t) = ρ lc(t). We
immediately see that if there exists a time-dependent critical radius, a choice
of lc(t) = Rc(t) is the right choice to separate the temporal and radial parts of
the equations even further. The substitution for the choice of lc(t) results in

∂R
(
Ṙ(t;∞)N (R, t;∞)

)
=

vdiffΦ(t)

R7
c(t)

(
h′(ρ)

(
ρ−1 − ρ−2

)
− h(ρ)ρ−2

(
1− 2ρ−1

))
,

(2.81a)

∂R
(
Ṙ(t; 0)N (R, t; 0)

)
=

vintΦ(t)

R6
c(t)

(
h′(ρ)

(
1− ρ−1

)
− h(ρ)ρ−2

)
. (2.81b)

We were able to separate the equation into temporal and ρ dependent parts,

∂R
(
Ṙ(t;∞)N (R, t;∞)

)
=

vdiffΦ(t)

R7
c(t)

G(ρ, h(ρ);∞) , (2.82a)

∂R
(
Ṙ(t; 0)N (R, t; 0)

)
=

vintΦ(t)

R6
c(t)

G(ρ, h(ρ); 0) , (2.82b)

where G(ρ, h(ρ); β) captures the dependence on ρ and h(ρ).

Combining both sides of the continuity equation, Eq. (2.75) and Eq. (2.81),
and using lc(t) = Rc(t) gives us

Ṙc(t;∞)R2
c(t;∞) = vdiff

G(ρ, h(ρ);∞)

F (ρ, h(ρ))
, (2.83a)

Ṙc(t; 0)Rc(t; 0) = vint
G(ρ, h(ρ); 0)

F (ρ, h(ρ))
. (2.83b)

Integrating both sides of the equations above over the time t gives a solution
for the critical radius in the diffusion and interface-kinetics limited regime,
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for emulsions with matter supply

Rc(t;∞) =
(
3 vdiff tΛ∞

)1/3
, (2.84a)

Rc(t; 0) =
(
2 vint tΛ0

)1/2
, (2.84b)

which, up to a yet undetermined constant Λβ = G(ρ, h(ρ); β)/F (ρ, h(ρ)). No-
tice that the assumption we made to neglect the term Rc(t)t

−1 in Eq. (2.75)
can be now verified. The contribution of this term, given Eq. (2.81) leads to
Rc(t;∞) ∝ t1/2 and Rc(t; 0) ∝ t2/3. Both of these results on the other hand,
will in the asymptotic limit fulfil the condition Eq.(2.76), becoming negligi-
ble again. Even if matter supply leads to a different time-dependence of the
critical radius than the one in Eq. (2.84b), as long as the critical radius is not
constant, this effect would be transient.

A very important result, is that in both cases the functional form of Λβ , which
must be a constant number, is exactly the same as in passive emulsions. Fol-
lowing Bray in Ref. [32], who considered diffusion limited case only, we can
write for ρ = R/Rc

dρ

dt
=

1

Rc
Ṙ− R

Rc
Ṙc . (2.85)

The growth law in Eq. (2.78) and the results for Rc(t; β) in Eq. (2.84b) imply
for the two asymptotic cases β → ∞ and β → 0,

d

dt
ρ =

1

3Λ∞ t

(
ρ−1 − ρ−2 − Λ∞ρ

)
, (2.86a)

d

dt
ρ =

1

2Λ0 t

(
1− ρ−1 − Λ0ρ

)
. (2.86b)

For the behaviour of ρ to be physical, we need to find Λβ such that ρ does
not diverge. The expression in brackets has a shape of an inverted parabola,
and a choice of Λβ for which there is a stable fixed point that is reached as a
power law and not exponentially quickly is a right one. Through a graphical
method we find a solution when there is a single fixed point, Λ∞ = 4/27

[32] and Λ0 = 1/4. Given this results, the critical radius for emulsions with
matter supply behaves exactly like in passive emulsions, both in the scaling
exponent and in the scaling prefactor (see Eq. (1.18)),

Rc(t;∞) =

(
4

9

D c(0)ℓγ

c
(0)
in

t

)1/3

, (2.87a)

Rc(t; 0) =

(
k c(0)ℓγ

2 c
(0)
in

t

)1/2

. (2.87b)
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The only part of the droplet size distribution function we are missing is h(ρ).
Wagner in Ref. [8] used the results in Eq. (2.84b) and Eq. 2.83b, which can
be combined into ΛβF (ρ, h(ρ) = G(ρ, h(ρ); β). To simplify expression after
the integration over ρ, he has used the condition which holds for passive
emulsions that Rc(t;∞) = ⟨R(t;∞)⟩ and Rc(t; 0) = ⟨R2(t; 0)⟩/⟨R(t; 0)⟩. With
matter supply, see Eq. (2.66), this does not hold. Furthermore, the condition
for the solution of h(ρ) was that the droplet phase volume fraction Φ(t) is con-
stant thus h(ρ) cannot be non-zero for arbitrary large ρ. With matter supply
it is not anymore the case.
Before we finalize this chapter and move to Chapt. 3, in which we analyse
the droplet size distribution function numerically, we will shortly determine
the kinetics of the droplet size distribution function through the prediction
of its narrowing and broadening regimes. We should remember, that the
derivation we have done above, holds only for systems where the distribu-
tion function broadens and when the critical radius is not constant. If the
distribution function narrows, or the critical radius is constant, the separa-
tion ansatz N (R, t) = g(t)h(ρ), with ρ = R/Rc is not valid anymore.

2.4 Prediction of a broadening and narrowing zone

of the droplet size distribution function

An important feature of the distribution function N (R, t) is if the distribu-
tion function broadens or narrows in time. If it broadens, it spans over time
a larger domain of droplet radii; if it narrows, the domain of droplet sizes
focuses around one value, corresponding to a size control mechanism. Sugi-
moto in Ref. [69] has proposed a simple approximation for the standard de-
viation and its time behavior given the growth laws in Eq. (2.67).

Sugimoto in Ref. [69] approximates the standard deviation σ(t) ≃ ∆R =

(R2 − R1), as a distance between two radii R2 > R1. The growth laws
Eq. (2.67) in terms of the critical radii are: Ṙ(t;∞) = vdiff(1/Rc(t) − 1/R)/R,
Ṙ(t; 0) = vint(1/Rc(t) − 1/R), with vdiff = D c(0)ℓγ/c

(0)
in and vint = k c(0)ℓγ/c

(0)
in

respectively. Taking the radial derivative of both equations gives us

d

(
dR(t;∞)

dt

)
=

vdiff

R2

(
2

R
− 1

Rc(t)

)
dR , (2.88a)

d

(
dR(t; 0)

dt

)
=

vint

R2
dR . (2.88b)
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FIGURE 2.6: Narrowing and broadening zones in the growth rate of the
average radius: (a): Diffusion limited regime. The broadening and nar-
rowing zone corresponds to ⟨R⟩ < 2Rc and ⟨R⟩ > 2Rc respectively. The
1/R term in the growth law allows for a competition between the Gibbs-
Thomson effects and the critical radius Rc. (b): Interface-kinetics limited
regime. There is no regime for which the distribution function could nar-
row. Due to the lack of the extra 1/R term in the growth law, there is no
competition between the Gibbs-Thomson effects and the critical radius Rc.
Due to the Gibbs-Thomson term dominating the temporal evolution of the
standard derivation there is only broadening possible. Modified from Sugi-

moto [68].

Replacing dR → ∆R, and R → ⟨R⟩, we obtain an approximation for the
temporal change of the standard deviation ∆R,

d∆R

dt

∣∣∣∣
diff

=
vdiff

⟨R⟩2

(
2

⟨R⟩ −
1

Rc(t;∞)

)
∆R , (2.89a)

d∆R

dt

∣∣∣∣
int

=
vint

⟨R⟩2∆R . (2.89b)

We see, that for the diffusion limited regime, the standard deviation broad-
ens, i.e, d∆R/dt > 0 if ⟨R⟩ < 2Rc(t;∞). It can narrow if the average radius
is large enough, such that ⟨R⟩ > 2Rc(t;∞). For passive emulsions, which
we have discussed in Sect. 1, we have ⟨R⟩ = Rc(t;∞), and the distribution
function will always broaden. The two zones are depicted in Fig. 2.6(a).

For the interface-kinetics limited regime, the interesting result is that the dis-
tribution function does not have a narrowing zone, i.e., d∆R/dt > 0 for all R,
Fig. 2.6(b). Although the distribution function for the interface-kinetics lim-
ited regime cannot narrow, we will show cases where due to matter supply,
the broadening is reduced, and we reach a constant standard deviation.
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2.5 Summary

We have derived the law for the movement of the droplet interface, which
considers local departure from equilibrium at the phase boundary. We have
derived the statistics of the droplet sizes in emulsions with matter supply. We
have learned that the supply changes the competition between the droplets
and enters the droplet growth law through the critical radius. Finally, we
have attempted to solve analytically for the droplet size distribution func-
tion and found when the separation ansatz holds and why for emulsions
with matter supply a complete analytical solution is not possible to be found.
We have revisited the prediction of narrowing and broadening zones of the
distribution function and the condition for the two regimes to exist. In the
interface-kinetics growth regime, narrowing cannot occur. Narrowing is how-
ever possible in the diffusion limited regime, if the ratio of the critical to the
the average radius exceeds a value of 2. This chapter is a theoretical basis
to discuss results of coarsening kinetics of emulsions with different matter
supply scenarios in the next chapters. There, using numerical tools we will
discuss the behavior of the distribution function and the power laws govern-
ing the average radius and the droplet number density to make a comparison
with passive emulsions.
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Chapter 3

Coarsening kinetics of emulsions with
matter supply

We want to study the effect of matter supply on the distribution of droplet
sizes and the coarsening kinetics. Since we cannot find the complete ana-
lytical solution to the problem, we will use numerical tools to discuss the
solution of the droplet size distribution function and make a comparison to
passive emulsions. Clark et al. in Ref. [83] revisited the prediction of Sug-
imoto in Ref. [68]. They found a minimum matter supply needed for the
distribution function in the diffusion limited regime to narrow for emulsions
with constant matter supply. In a continuation of this study, Vollmer et al.
in Ref. [84] explored the evolution of the droplet size distribution function in
such systems. In their results, the size distribution does not approach to a
universal shape, but rather depends on the initial conditions [84].
In the light of what we have learned in the previous chapter, we will start our
discussion with a constant matter supply and discuss the coarsening kinet-
ics of emulsions below and above the threshold from [83] in both diffusion
and interface-kinetics limited regimes. We will look at the universality of the
distribution function at late times in both regimes. In the second part of the
chapter, we will choose to supply matter in such a way as to keep the super-
saturation constant. It corresponds to a choice of a time-dependent matter
supply. Here we will also discuss the scaling laws that govern the evolution
of the emulsion, the average radius, and the droplet number density. We will
address the question of self-similarity of the droplet size distribution func-
tion in such systems.
The numerical tools used in this chapter were optimized and developed with
helpful discussion and hints from Thomas Tushar Dutta and Efe Ilker.
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3.1 Emulsions with constant matter supply

We want to discuss coarsening kinetics of emulsions with constant matter
supply. For this, we start with a modified conservation law Eq. (2.61), which
for fast diffusion of concentration profiles in the dilute phase compared to the
droplet growth kinetics, can be rewritten for a homogeneous concentration of
the droplet material in the dilute phase c(t). We have for simplicity dropped
the subscript in c∞(t). For the matter supply, we replace Jc(t) by a constant
matter supply rate Jc. The conservation law is

dc(t)

dt
= −c

(0)
in

d

dt

∫ ∞

0

4π

3
R3(t)N (R, t)dR + Jc . (3.1)

The same modification of a constant supply is introduced in Eq. (2.63), which
describes the temporal evolution of the droplet phase volume fraction Φ(t).
The droplet phase volume fraction evolves now according to,

d

dt
Φ(t) =

Jc

c
(0)
in

, (3.2)

from which it directly follows that Φ(t) = Φ(0) + tJc/c
(0)
in , grows linearly.

Following the results in Subsect. 2.2.2 (Eq. (2.64)), the supersaturation, ε(t) =
(c(t)− c(0))/c(0), for constant matter supply is,

ε(t) = ℓγ

∫∞
0

(
R

D+k R

)
N (R, t)dR + Jc

(
4πD kℓγc

(0)
)−1

∫∞
0

(
R2

D+k R

)
N (R, t)dR

, (3.3)

and the growth law (Eq. (2.65)) for a droplet in an emulsion with constant
matter supply is

Ṙ(t) =
k D

D + k R(t)

c(0)ℓγ

c
(0)
in

(∫∞
0

(
RN (R,t)
D+k R

)
dR + Jc

(
4πD kℓγc

(0)
)−1

∫∞
0

(
R2 N (R,t)
D+k R

)
dR

− 1

R(t)

)
.

(3.4)
The critical radius Rc(t) is the fixed point of the growth law, Ṙ = 0, and
is also defined through the supersaturation ε(t) = ℓγ/Rc(t). We again use
β = kR/D to distinguish between the diffusion and interface-kinetics limited
regime. In the asymptotic limit, we have two cases: diffusion limited case
when D ≪ kR(t), (β → ∞), and the interface-kinetics limited case when
D ≫ kR(t), (β → 0). The critical radius, Eq. (2.66), for an emulsion with
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FIGURE 3.1: Constant rate of change of the droplet phase volume fraction:
Rate of change of the droplet phase volume fraction as a function of matter
supply Jc. The rate of change of the volume fraction, Φ̇(t), follows the re-
lation in Eq. (3.2) (grey dashed line) as soon as the supply is switched on.
The values of matter supply Jc used are expressed in the units of J0 = c0/τ ,
with the color code corresponding to the legend below each plot. The time
t is rescaled by τ = ℓ2γ/D. (a): Diffusion limited and (b): Interface-kinetics

limited regime.

constant matter supply is

Rc(t;∞) =

∫∞
0

RN (R, t;∞) dR
∫∞
0

N (R, t;∞) dR + Jc
(
4πDℓγc(0)

)−1 , (3.5a)

Rc(t; 0) =

∫∞
0

R2N (R, t; 0) dR
∫∞
0

RN (R, t; 0) dR + Jc
(
4πkℓγc(0)

)−1 , (3.5b)

where N (R, t; β) is the droplet size distribution function in the two regimes
distinguished by β.

In the following, we will use the tools discussed in Sect. 1.5.1 and solve the
continuity equation Eq. (1.21) of the droplet size distribution function for
the conservation law in Eq. (3.1). We use the same parameters as discussed
for the numerical method in Subsect. 1.5.1 with the nondimensionalization
in Eq. (1.22) and the growth law in Eq. (1.23). In our study, we initialize
the emulsion as passive emulsion first, and ensure it has started the passive
coarsening. At time t∗ we switch the matter supply Jc. Once we switch on
the matter supply, we study the effect of the different values of the supply Jc

on the two asymptotic cases: diffusion limited and interface-kinetics limited
growth. The results depicted in Fig. 3.1 show exactly the expected relation
between the droplet phase volume fraction Φ(t) and the supply Jc.
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FIGURE 3.2: Convergence of the critical radius in emulsions with matter
supply to the passive solution: The critical radius for emulsions with mat-
ter supply, despite the supply converges to the result of passive emulsions
(grey dashed line). It is consistent with the results in Eq. (2.87b). (a): Dif-
fusion limited regime. (b): Interface-kinetics limited regime. The time t is
rescaled according to Eq. (1.22) with τ = ℓ2γ/D, the length with ℓγ , for the
matter supply J0 = c(0)/τ . The color code of the matter supply corresponds

to the legend below each plot.

3.1.1 Supply-independent acceleration of coarsening in emul-

sions with constant matter supply

We want to find how the average radius and the droplet number density
change for emulsions with matter supply and if they are governed by a dif-
ferent scaling law than in passive emulsions. We have learned in Sect. 2.3
that if the droplet size distribution function is broadening, even for emul-
sions matter supply, the solution of the critical radius is the same as in pas-
sive emulsions R0

c(t), Eq. (2.87b). We check if this condition is fulfilled for the
choice of matter supply we have made in the diffusion and interface-kinetics
limited regime, see Fig. 3.2(a) and (b) respectively. We see that in both cases
the critical radius fulfills this prediction.

In the following, we use the same separation ansatz for the droplet size
distribution function as before, N (R, t) = g(t)h(ρ) with the rescaled radius
ρ = R(t)/lc(t), and a length scale of choice. We can assume that this ansatz
holds as long as the distribution function is broadening and the critical ra-
dius is given by Eq. (2.87b). Using Eq. (2.71), the scaling function g(t) for
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emulsions with constant matter supply is

g(t) =
3
(
Φ(0) + t Jc/c

(0)
in

)

4πlc(t)4
∫∞
0

ρ3h(ρ)dρ
, (3.6)

where we have used how the droplet phase volume fraction Φ(t) changes in
emulsions with constant matter supply Eq. (3.2). The droplet number density
n(t) using the separation ansatz is given by

n(t) = g(t)lc(t)

∫ ∞

0

h(ρ)dρ . (3.7)

The average radius, which is defined as

⟨R(t)⟩ =
∫∞
0

RN (R, t)dR∫∞
0

N (R, t)dR
, (3.8)

can be rewritten given the separation ansatz,

⟨R(t)⟩ = lc(t)

∫∞
0

ρh(ρ)dρ∫∞
0

h(ρ)dρ
. (3.9)

Although we cannot solve analytically for the scaling function h(ρ) and thus
the integrals in Eq. (3.9), we can study them numerically. Since Rc(t) = R0

c(t),
we choose lc(t) = Rc(t). The scaling law for the average radius will have
the same time exponent for emulsions with constant matter supply as in pas-
sive emulsions. Depending on the regime, diffusion limited β → ∞ or the
interface-kinetics limited regime β → 0, the average radius ⟨R(t; β)⟩,

⟨R(t;∞)⟩ ∝ t1/3 , (3.10a)

⟨R(t; 0)⟩ ∝ t1/2 . (3.10b)

The prefactor of the scaling law is determined by the integrals of the scaling
function h(ρ; β) in Eq. (3.9), for lc(t) = Rc(t). The prefactor is given by

⟨R(t; β)⟩
Rc(t; β)

=

∫∞
0

ρh(ρ; β)dρ∫∞
0

h(ρ; β)dρ
, (3.11)

which for passive emulsions was 1 (β → ∞) and (8/9) (β → 0) respectively
[8]. In Fig. 3.3 we see the results of Eq. (3.11) for both regimes and different
values of matter supply Jc. Surprisingly we find, that in the interface-kinetics
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FIGURE 3.3: Universality of the droplet size distribution function: The
ratio of the average radius to the critical radius. (a): In the diffusion lim-
ited regime, the ratio does not converge to a common value but seems
dependent on the supply. (b): Interface-kinetics limited case. The ratio
converges to the same number indicated by the orange dashed-dotted line
(1.234). Since the ratio corresponds to the integrals of the radial part of the
droplet size distribution function in Eq. (3.9), the convergence to the same
number indicates that the droplet size distribution function is independent
of the supply. The time t is nondimensionalized according to Eq. (1.22),

J0 = c(0)/τ .

limited regime, Fig. 3.3(b), the ratio of the average to the critical radius con-
verges to one value independent on the strength of the matter supply. The es-
timate of the value is ⟨R(t; 0)⟩/Rc(t; 0) ≃ 1.234 (orange dashed-dotted line in
Fig. 3.3(b)). Thus, we conclude, that in the interface-kinetics limited regime,
the droplet size distribution function behaves as if it would be independent
of matter supply. Furthermore, it gives different results than in passive emul-
sions, and we expect the average radius to have a higher prefactor of the
scaling law than the passive system. For emulsions with matter supply, in
the interface-kinetics limited regime, we can compare the average radius to
the passive emulsions by writing it as

⟨R(t; 0)⟩ = ξint⟨R(t; 0)⟩0 , (3.12)

with the constant shift ξint = 1.234/(8/9) ≃ 1.39, and the average radius of
the passive emulsion,

⟨R(t; 0)⟩0 =
8

9

(
kc0)ℓγ

2c
(0)
in

t

)1/2

. (3.13)
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(a)
<latexit sha1_base64="/tTlddFi10QdICIRV/sBHdL5Dc0=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJeyKr2PQi8cI5oFJCLOT2WTI7Owy0yuGJX/hxYMiXv0bb/6Nk2QPmljQUFR1093lx1IYdN1vZ2l5ZXVtPbeR39za3tkt7O3XTZRoxmsskpFu+tRwKRSvoUDJm7HmNPQlb/jDm4nfeOTaiEjd4yjmnZD2lQgEo2ilhzbyJ0xL/sm4Wyi6ZXcKski8jBQhQ7Vb+Gr3IpaEXCGT1JiW58bYSalGwSQf59uJ4TFlQ9rnLUsVDbnppNOLx+TYKj0SRNqWQjJVf0+kNDRmFPq2M6Q4MPPeRPzPayUYXHVSoeIEuWKzRUEiCUZk8j7pCc0ZypEllGlhbyVsQDVlaEPK2xC8+ZcXSf207F2Uz+/OipXrLI4cHMIRlMCDS6jALVShBgwUPMMrvDnGeXHenY9Z65KTzRzAHzifP1OCkLQ=</latexit>

(b)

<latexit sha1_base64="nQZnGCBVCTIC1bGwTcMddlfBQCU=">AAAB6nicbVDJSgNBEK2JW4xb1KOXxiCIhzAjbsegF48RzQLJGHo6PUmTnp6hu0YIQz7BiwdFvPpF3vwbO8tBEx8UPN6roqpekEhh0HW/ndzS8srqWn69sLG5tb1T3N2rmzjVjNdYLGPdDKjhUiheQ4GSNxPNaRRI3ggGN2O/8cS1EbF6wGHC/Yj2lAgFo2ile3w86RRLbtmdgCwSb0ZKMEO1U/xqd2OWRlwhk9SYlucm6GdUo2CSjwrt1PCEsgHt8Zalikbc+Nnk1BE5skqXhLG2pZBM1N8TGY2MGUaB7Ywo9s28Nxb/81ophld+JlSSIldsuihMJcGYjP8mXaE5Qzm0hDIt7K2E9ammDG06BRuCN//yIqmflr2L8vndWalyPYsjDwdwCMfgwSVU4BaqUAMGPXiGV3hzpPPivDsf09acM5vZhz9wPn8A/KiNng==</latexit>

t⇤
<latexit sha1_base64="nQZnGCBVCTIC1bGwTcMddlfBQCU=">AAAB6nicbVDJSgNBEK2JW4xb1KOXxiCIhzAjbsegF48RzQLJGHo6PUmTnp6hu0YIQz7BiwdFvPpF3vwbO8tBEx8UPN6roqpekEhh0HW/ndzS8srqWn69sLG5tb1T3N2rmzjVjNdYLGPdDKjhUiheQ4GSNxPNaRRI3ggGN2O/8cS1EbF6wGHC/Yj2lAgFo2ile3w86RRLbtmdgCwSb0ZKMEO1U/xqd2OWRlwhk9SYlucm6GdUo2CSjwrt1PCEsgHt8Zalikbc+Nnk1BE5skqXhLG2pZBM1N8TGY2MGUaB7Ywo9s28Nxb/81ophld+JlSSIldsuihMJcGYjP8mXaE5Qzm0hDIt7K2E9ammDG06BRuCN//yIqmflr2L8vndWalyPYsjDwdwCMfgwSVU4BaqUAMGPXiGV3hzpPPivDsf09acM5vZhz9wPn8A/KiNng==</latexit>
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<latexit sha1_base64="u/pQ71zbrYNfeLT0WkdTpdUy2XY=">AAAB9XicbVC5TsNAEB2HK4QrQEljESFRBRtxlRE0KFWQyCElxlpv1skq67W1OwYiK/9BQwFCtPwLHX/D5igg8KSRnt6b0cy8IBFco+N8WbmFxaXllfxqYW19Y3OruL3T0HGqKKvTWMSqFRDNBJesjhwFayWKkSgQrBkMrsZ+854pzWN5i8OEeRHpSR5yStBId1W/g+wRMzo6qvqOXyw5ZWcC+y9xZ6QEM9T84menG9M0YhKpIFq3XSdBLyMKORVsVOikmiWEDkiPtQ2VJGLayyZXj+wDo3TtMFamJNoT9edERiKth1FgOiOCfT3vjcX/vHaK4YWXcZmkyCSdLgpTYWNsjyOwu1wximJoCKGKm1tt2ieKUDRBFUwI7vzLf0njuOyelU9vTkqVy1kcediDfTgEF86hAtdQgzpQUPAEL/BqPVjP1pv1Pm3NWbOZXfgF6+MbEAOSPQ==</latexit>

Jc/J0

<latexit sha1_base64="u/pQ71zbrYNfeLT0WkdTpdUy2XY=">AAAB9XicbVC5TsNAEB2HK4QrQEljESFRBRtxlRE0KFWQyCElxlpv1skq67W1OwYiK/9BQwFCtPwLHX/D5igg8KSRnt6b0cy8IBFco+N8WbmFxaXllfxqYW19Y3OruL3T0HGqKKvTWMSqFRDNBJesjhwFayWKkSgQrBkMrsZ+854pzWN5i8OEeRHpSR5yStBId1W/g+wRMzo6qvqOXyw5ZWcC+y9xZ6QEM9T84menG9M0YhKpIFq3XSdBLyMKORVsVOikmiWEDkiPtQ2VJGLayyZXj+wDo3TtMFamJNoT9edERiKth1FgOiOCfT3vjcX/vHaK4YWXcZmkyCSdLgpTYWNsjyOwu1wximJoCKGKm1tt2ieKUDRBFUwI7vzLf0njuOyelU9vTkqVy1kcediDfTgEF86hAtdQgzpQUPAEL/BqPVjP1pv1Pm3NWbOZXfgF6+MbEAOSPQ==</latexit>
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<latexit sha1_base64="KWjCJLAKnAY+RJn4UHrRxHcFSVY=">AAACBnicbVDJSgNBEO1xjXEb9ShCYxA8xRlxOwa9eIxiFkhC6OmpSZr0LHTXiGHIyYu/4sWDIl79Bm/+jZ3loIkPCh7vVVFVz0uk0Og439bc/MLi0nJuJb+6tr6xaW9tV3WcKg4VHstY1T2mQYoIKihQQj1RwEJPQs3rXQ392j0oLeLoDvsJtELWiUQgOEMjte29JsIDZregOZPgUxQh0AHFoyaylLbtglN0RqCzxJ2QApmg3La/mn7M0xAi5JJp3XCdBFsZUyi4hEG+mWpIGO+xDjQMjVgIupWN3hjQA6P4NIiVqQjpSP09kbFQ637omc6QYVdPe0PxP6+RYnDRykSUpAgRHy8KUkkxpsNMqC8UcJR9QxhXwtxKeZcpxtEklzchuNMvz5LqcdE9K57enBRKl5M4cmSX7JND4pJzUiLXpEwqhJNH8kxeyZv1ZL1Y79bHuHXOmszskD+wPn8AkbWYiw==</latexit>

Rescaled time t/⌧
<latexit sha1_base64="KWjCJLAKnAY+RJn4UHrRxHcFSVY=">AAACBnicbVDJSgNBEO1xjXEb9ShCYxA8xRlxOwa9eIxiFkhC6OmpSZr0LHTXiGHIyYu/4sWDIl79Bm/+jZ3loIkPCh7vVVFVz0uk0Og439bc/MLi0nJuJb+6tr6xaW9tV3WcKg4VHstY1T2mQYoIKihQQj1RwEJPQs3rXQ392j0oLeLoDvsJtELWiUQgOEMjte29JsIDZregOZPgUxQh0AHFoyaylLbtglN0RqCzxJ2QApmg3La/mn7M0xAi5JJp3XCdBFsZUyi4hEG+mWpIGO+xDjQMjVgIupWN3hjQA6P4NIiVqQjpSP09kbFQ637omc6QYVdPe0PxP6+RYnDRykSUpAgRHy8KUkkxpsNMqC8UcJR9QxhXwtxKeZcpxtEklzchuNMvz5LqcdE9K57enBRKl5M4cmSX7JND4pJzUiLXpEwqhJNH8kxeyZv1ZL1Y79bHuHXOmszskD+wPn8AkbWYiw==</latexit>

Rescaled time t/⌧
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<latexit sha1_base64="AGxQl6hsecm0obYAtDuI36YX78o=">AAAB+nicbVDLSsNAFJ34rPWV6tLNYBFcSEnE17LoxmUF+4AmhMlk0g6dPJi50ZbYT3HjQhG3fok7/8Zpm4W2HrhwOOde7r3HTwVXYFnfxtLyyuraemmjvLm1vbNrVvZaKskkZU2aiER2fKKY4DFrAgfBOqlkJPIFa/uDm4nffmBS8SS+h1HK3Ij0Yh5ySkBLnllxhtxzgA0hD3gYnlhjz6xaNWsKvEjsglRRgYZnfjlBQrOIxUAFUaprWym4OZHAqWDjspMplhI6ID3W1TQmEVNuPj19jI+0EuAwkbpiwFP190ROIqVGka87IwJ9Ne9NxP+8bgbhlZvzOM2AxXS2KMwEhgRPcsABl4yCGGlCqOT6Vkz7RBIKOq2yDsGef3mRtE5r9kXt/O6sWr8u4iihA3SIjpGNLlEd3aIGaiKKHtEzekVvxpPxYrwbH7PWJaOY2Ud/YHz+AEyqlAk=</latexit>
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<latexit sha1_base64="vYcezAg6GDrSxamhn4oI1gEoHwM=">AAAB9XicbVBNS8NAEN34WetX1aOXYBE8lUT8Oha9eKxgP6CJZbOdtEs3m7A70ZbQ/+HFgyJe/S/e/Ddu2xy09cHA470ZZuYFieAaHefbWlpeWV1bL2wUN7e2d3ZLe/sNHaeKQZ3FIlatgGoQXEIdOQpoJQpoFAhoBoObid98BKV5LO9xlIAf0Z7kIWcUjfTgDXnHQxhixiWOO6WyU3GmsBeJm5MyyVHrlL68bszSCCQyQbVuu06CfkYVciZgXPRSDQllA9qDtqGSRqD9bHr12D42StcOY2VKoj1Vf09kNNJ6FAWmM6LY1/PeRPzPa6cYXvnmoSRFkGy2KEyFjbE9icDucgUMxcgQyhQ3t9qsTxVlaIIqmhDc+ZcXSeO04l5Uzu/OytXrPI4COSRH5IS45JJUyS2pkTphRJFn8krerCfrxXq3PmatS1Y+c0D+wPr8AVIdkxA=</latexit>

⇠int

FIGURE 3.4: Temporal evolution of the average radius for emulsions with
constant matter supply: (a) Average radius in the diffusion limited regime
for different values of matter supply Jc. The orange dashed-dotted line cor-
responds to ξdiff,0 = 1.17, the grey dashed line is the passive coarsening
of Ostwald ripening. (b): Average radius in the interface-kinetics limited
case. The acceleration of average radius compared to passive emulsions is
independent of matter supply, with the orange dashed-dotted line corre-
sponding to ξint = 1.39. In both regimes (a) and (b) the standard deviation
is increasing (dotted line). The time t and radius R are nondimensionalized
according to Eq. (1.22), with τ = ℓ2γ/D, and J0 = c0/τ . The color code for

the matter supply corresponds to the legend below each plot.

In Fig. 3.4(b) we see that the average radius for emulsions with matter sup-
ply in the interface-kinetics limited regime fulfills the condition in Eq. (3.13).
There is an acceleration in the coarsening kinetics, which is independent of
the supply rates.

On the other hand, in the diffusion limited regime, we do not find conver-
gence of the ratio between the average radius and the critical radius to a
common value, Fig. 3.3(a). We conclude that the distribution function is de-
termined and depends on the matter supply Jc. Using the expression for the
critical radius in the diffusion limited regime with matter supply Eq. (3.5a),
we will try to estimate the effect of matter supply on the average radius.
Given the definition of the average radius in Eq. (3.8), and Rc(t) = R0

c(t), we
can rewrite Eq. (3.5a) for the average radius to find,

⟨R(t;∞)⟩ = R0
c(t;∞)

(
1 +

Jc(4πDℓγc
(0))−1

n(t;∞)

)
, (3.14)

with n(t;∞) is the droplet number density (Eq. (3.7)) in the diffusion limited
regime.
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Due to ⟨R(t;∞)⟩0 = R0
c(t;∞), in passive emulsions, we can immediately see,

that in the presence of matter supply Jc, the average radius will be accel-
erated compared to passive emulsions. Using the definition of the droplet
number density n(t) in Eq. (3.7) and the scaling function g(t) from Eq. (3.6),
we can simplify the expression to,

⟨R(t;∞)⟩ = R0
c(t;∞)

(
1 +

4

27

∫∞
0

ρ3h(ρ;∞)dρ∫∞
0

h(ρ;∞)dρ

)
, (3.15)

where we have assumed that due to the linear growth of the droplet phase
volume fraction, Φ(0) ≪ tJc/c

(0)
in , we can neglect Φ(0). For the length scale

we have used, lc(t) = R0
c(t;∞) from Eq. (2.87b). The expression above only

holds for Jc ̸= 0. We replace the expression in the brackets by ξdiff, which
tells about the acceleration of coarsening of emulsions with matter supply
compared to passive emulsions,

⟨R(t;∞)⟩ = ξdiff⟨R(t;∞)⟩0 . (3.16)

Since, as we have already learned, the scaling function h(ρ;∞) depends on
matter supply, and we cannot solve for it analytically, we cannot find the
exact value and dependence on Jc of ξdiff. We can, however estimate the ex-
pression in the brackets of the Eq. (3.15), using the scaling function of the pas-
sive emulsions in the diffusion limited regime Eq. (1.25). The lowest bound
of the value of ξdiff is then given by ξdiff,0 = 1.17, and we expect the emul-
sions with constant matter supply in the diffusion limited regime to evolve
with ⟨R(t;∞)⟩ ≥ ξdiff,0⟨R(t;∞)⟩0. In Fig. 3.4(a) we see the average radius in
the diffusion limited regime for different values of matter supply. We find
an agreement with our prediction, and the average radius fulfills the condi-
tion ⟨R(t;∞)⟩ ≥ ξdiff,0⟨R(t;∞)⟩0, (orange dashed-dotted line corresponds to
ξdiff,0).

Analogously, we calculate the droplet number density n(t; β) from Eq. (3.7).
Using for the scaling function g(t; β) Eq. (3.6), where we assume that due to
the linear growth, Φ(0) ≪ tJc/c

(0)
in , we can neglect Φ(0), we can write

n(t; β) =
3 Jc t

4πc
(0)
in

(
R0

c(t; β)
)3
∫∞
0

h(ρ; β)dρ∫∞
0

ρ3h(ρ; β)dρ
, (3.17)
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<latexit sha1_base64="RDrnGtpf4PiWJm8eeprywWKm9mM=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJeyKr2PQi8cI5oFJCLOT2WTI7Owy0yuGJX/hxYMiXv0bb/6Nk2QPmljQUFR1093lx1IYdN1vZ2l5ZXVtPbeR39za3tkt7O3XTZRoxmsskpFu+tRwKRSvoUDJm7HmNPQlb/jDm4nfeOTaiEjd4yjmnZD2lQgEo2ilhzbyJ0xL9GTcLRTdsjsFWSReRoqQodotfLV7EUtCrpBJakzLc2PspFSjYJKP8+3E8JiyIe3zlqWKhtx00unFY3JslR4JIm1LIZmqvydSGhozCn3bGVIcmHlvIv7ntRIMrjqpUHGCXLHZoiCRBCMyeZ/0hOYM5cgSyrSwtxI2oJoytCHlbQje/MuLpH5a9i7K53dnxcp1FkcODuEISuDBJVTgFqpQAwYKnuEV3hzjvDjvzsesdcnJZg7gD5zPH1H8kLM=</latexit>

(a)
<latexit sha1_base64="/tTlddFi10QdICIRV/sBHdL5Dc0=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJeyKr2PQi8cI5oFJCLOT2WTI7Owy0yuGJX/hxYMiXv0bb/6Nk2QPmljQUFR1093lx1IYdN1vZ2l5ZXVtPbeR39za3tkt7O3XTZRoxmsskpFu+tRwKRSvoUDJm7HmNPQlb/jDm4nfeOTaiEjd4yjmnZD2lQgEo2ilhzbyJ0xL/sm4Wyi6ZXcKski8jBQhQ7Vb+Gr3IpaEXCGT1JiW58bYSalGwSQf59uJ4TFlQ9rnLUsVDbnppNOLx+TYKj0SRNqWQjJVf0+kNDRmFPq2M6Q4MPPeRPzPayUYXHVSoeIEuWKzRUEiCUZk8j7pCc0ZypEllGlhbyVsQDVlaEPK2xC8+ZcXSf207F2Uz+/OipXrLI4cHMIRlMCDS6jALVShBgwUPMMrvDnGeXHenY9Z65KTzRzAHzifP1OCkLQ=</latexit>

(b)

<latexit sha1_base64="nQZnGCBVCTIC1bGwTcMddlfBQCU=">AAAB6nicbVDJSgNBEK2JW4xb1KOXxiCIhzAjbsegF48RzQLJGHo6PUmTnp6hu0YIQz7BiwdFvPpF3vwbO8tBEx8UPN6roqpekEhh0HW/ndzS8srqWn69sLG5tb1T3N2rmzjVjNdYLGPdDKjhUiheQ4GSNxPNaRRI3ggGN2O/8cS1EbF6wGHC/Yj2lAgFo2ile3w86RRLbtmdgCwSb0ZKMEO1U/xqd2OWRlwhk9SYlucm6GdUo2CSjwrt1PCEsgHt8Zalikbc+Nnk1BE5skqXhLG2pZBM1N8TGY2MGUaB7Ywo9s28Nxb/81ophld+JlSSIldsuihMJcGYjP8mXaE5Qzm0hDIt7K2E9ammDG06BRuCN//yIqmflr2L8vndWalyPYsjDwdwCMfgwSVU4BaqUAMGPXiGV3hzpPPivDsf09acM5vZhz9wPn8A/KiNng==</latexit>

t⇤
<latexit sha1_base64="nQZnGCBVCTIC1bGwTcMddlfBQCU=">AAAB6nicbVDJSgNBEK2JW4xb1KOXxiCIhzAjbsegF48RzQLJGHo6PUmTnp6hu0YIQz7BiwdFvPpF3vwbO8tBEx8UPN6roqpekEhh0HW/ndzS8srqWn69sLG5tb1T3N2rmzjVjNdYLGPdDKjhUiheQ4GSNxPNaRRI3ggGN2O/8cS1EbF6wGHC/Yj2lAgFo2ile3w86RRLbtmdgCwSb0ZKMEO1U/xqd2OWRlwhk9SYlucm6GdUo2CSjwrt1PCEsgHt8Zalikbc+Nnk1BE5skqXhLG2pZBM1N8TGY2MGUaB7Ywo9s28Nxb/81ophld+JlSSIldsuihMJcGYjP8mXaE5Qzm0hDIt7K2E9ammDG06BRuCN//yIqmflr2L8vndWalyPYsjDwdwCMfgwSVU4BaqUAMGPXiGV3hzpPPivDsf09acM5vZhz9wPn8A/KiNng==</latexit>
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<latexit sha1_base64="u/pQ71zbrYNfeLT0WkdTpdUy2XY=">AAAB9XicbVC5TsNAEB2HK4QrQEljESFRBRtxlRE0KFWQyCElxlpv1skq67W1OwYiK/9BQwFCtPwLHX/D5igg8KSRnt6b0cy8IBFco+N8WbmFxaXllfxqYW19Y3OruL3T0HGqKKvTWMSqFRDNBJesjhwFayWKkSgQrBkMrsZ+854pzWN5i8OEeRHpSR5yStBId1W/g+wRMzo6qvqOXyw5ZWcC+y9xZ6QEM9T84menG9M0YhKpIFq3XSdBLyMKORVsVOikmiWEDkiPtQ2VJGLayyZXj+wDo3TtMFamJNoT9edERiKth1FgOiOCfT3vjcX/vHaK4YWXcZmkyCSdLgpTYWNsjyOwu1wximJoCKGKm1tt2ieKUDRBFUwI7vzLf0njuOyelU9vTkqVy1kcediDfTgEF86hAtdQgzpQUPAEL/BqPVjP1pv1Pm3NWbOZXfgF6+MbEAOSPQ==</latexit>

Jc/J0

<latexit sha1_base64="u/pQ71zbrYNfeLT0WkdTpdUy2XY=">AAAB9XicbVC5TsNAEB2HK4QrQEljESFRBRtxlRE0KFWQyCElxlpv1skq67W1OwYiK/9BQwFCtPwLHX/D5igg8KSRnt6b0cy8IBFco+N8WbmFxaXllfxqYW19Y3OruL3T0HGqKKvTWMSqFRDNBJesjhwFayWKkSgQrBkMrsZ+854pzWN5i8OEeRHpSR5yStBId1W/g+wRMzo6qvqOXyw5ZWcC+y9xZ6QEM9T84menG9M0YhKpIFq3XSdBLyMKORVsVOikmiWEDkiPtQ2VJGLayyZXj+wDo3TtMFamJNoT9edERiKth1FgOiOCfT3vjcX/vHaK4YWXcZmkyCSdLgpTYWNsjyOwu1wximJoCKGKm1tt2ieKUDRBFUwI7vzLf0njuOyelU9vTkqVy1kcediDfTgEF86hAtdQgzpQUPAEL/BqPVjP1pv1Pm3NWbOZXfgF6+MbEAOSPQ==</latexit>
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<latexit sha1_base64="KWjCJLAKnAY+RJn4UHrRxHcFSVY=">AAACBnicbVDJSgNBEO1xjXEb9ShCYxA8xRlxOwa9eIxiFkhC6OmpSZr0LHTXiGHIyYu/4sWDIl79Bm/+jZ3loIkPCh7vVVFVz0uk0Og439bc/MLi0nJuJb+6tr6xaW9tV3WcKg4VHstY1T2mQYoIKihQQj1RwEJPQs3rXQ392j0oLeLoDvsJtELWiUQgOEMjte29JsIDZregOZPgUxQh0AHFoyaylLbtglN0RqCzxJ2QApmg3La/mn7M0xAi5JJp3XCdBFsZUyi4hEG+mWpIGO+xDjQMjVgIupWN3hjQA6P4NIiVqQjpSP09kbFQ637omc6QYVdPe0PxP6+RYnDRykSUpAgRHy8KUkkxpsNMqC8UcJR9QxhXwtxKeZcpxtEklzchuNMvz5LqcdE9K57enBRKl5M4cmSX7JND4pJzUiLXpEwqhJNH8kxeyZv1ZL1Y79bHuHXOmszskD+wPn8AkbWYiw==</latexit>

Rescaled time t/⌧
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FIGURE 3.5: New scaling laws of the droplet number density for emul-
sions with constant matter supply: Droplet number density in the (a) diffu-
sion limited and the (b) interface-kinetics limited case. In both cases, there
is an agreement with the law derived in Eq. (3.18) (orange dashed-dotted
lines). The droplet number density in passive emulsions follows an evolu-
tion depicted by grey dashed line. The time t is nondimensionalized accord-

ing to Eq. (1.22), J0 = c0/τ .

where we have used as the length scale lc(t) = R0
c(t). Using the solution of

the critical radius in the two regimes, Eq. (2.87b), we find

n(t;∞) =

(
4

9

3 Jc

4πDℓγc(0)

) ∫∞
0

h(ρ;∞)dρ∫∞
0

ρ3h(ρ;∞)dρ
, (3.18a)

n(t; 0) = t−1/2

(
3 Jc
(
c
(0)
in

)1/2

4π(kc(0)ℓγ/2)3/2

) ∫∞
0

h(ρ; 0)dρ∫∞
0

ρ3h(ρ; 0)dρ
, (3.18b)

In the diffusion limited regime, the number density and thus the total droplet
number is constant, n(t;∞) ∝ const. This is due to the linear growth of
the droplet phase volume fraction Φ(t) and the linear scaling of the average
droplet volume ⟨V (t)⟩ ∝ ⟨R(t)⟩3. In passive emulsions, due to the constant
droplet phase volume fraction, n(t;∞)0 ∝ t−1. For the interface-kinetics lim-
ited case, the number density follows n(t; 0) ∝ t−1/2, where in the passive
emulsions the dependence was n(t; 0)0 ∝ t−3/2. Here too, the linear growth
of the total droplet volume has an impact on the new scaling law. In Fig.3.5
we show the droplet number density in both regimes for different matter sup-
plies. As a theoretical approximation we have used the results of Eq. (3.18).
There, we have approximated the expression containing the integrals of the
scaling function h(ρ) to 1. This is motivated through the results of these inte-
grals for passive emulsions which in both regimes is in the order of 1 (0.885
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FIGURE 3.6: Average radius and droplet number density in diffusion
limited regime: (a) Average radius follows a scaling law consistent with
Eq. (3.16), with an increasing prefactor of the scaling law for higher supply
rates. (b) Droplet number density approaches consistently to a constant fol-
lowing Eq. (3.18). For the two lowest values of the supply (blue and dark
blue solid line), the number density is still not constant. Looking at the av-
erage radius for these cases, reveals that the system has not yet reached the
regime of coarsening with a scaling of t1/3. The time t and radius R are

nondimensionalized according to Eq. (1.22), and J0 = c0/τ .

and 1.045 respectively). It is not a rigorous approximation, and we can see
that a higher value of this estimate would fit the results better.

3.1.2 Switch between a broadening and narrowing distribu-

tion function for increasing supply

Until now, we kept the matter supply Jc such that the distribution function
was broadening. In Fig. 3.3, the dotted line depicts the standard deviation,
which in both regimes is increasing. Inspired by the discussion of Sugimoto
in Ref. [68], Clark et al. in Ref. [83] and Vollmer et al. in Ref. [84], we would
like to explore the effect of increasing matter supply on our system. Further-
more, it is important to check beyond which regime the discussed assump-
tions and results in Subsect. 3.1.1 will break.

We study the same system as before, but now we introduce higher matter
supply Jc. Note, that in this study we have increased the concentration in-
side, so the rates of matter supply used should not be quantitatively com-
pared with the previous subsection. For the diffusion limited regime, the
results of the average radius Fig. 3.6(a), show that as the matter supply be-
comes higher so does the prefactor in the scaling law of the average radius.
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<latexit sha1_base64="mD1IVSAHHYyGbrDIqVyv49EYgcY="></latexit>hR(t)i = 2Rc

<latexit sha1_base64="KWjCJLAKnAY+RJn4UHrRxHcFSVY=">AAACBnicbVDJSgNBEO1xjXEb9ShCYxA8xRlxOwa9eIxiFkhC6OmpSZr0LHTXiGHIyYu/4sWDIl79Bm/+jZ3loIkPCh7vVVFVz0uk0Og439bc/MLi0nJuJb+6tr6xaW9tV3WcKg4VHstY1T2mQYoIKihQQj1RwEJPQs3rXQ392j0oLeLoDvsJtELWiUQgOEMjte29JsIDZregOZPgUxQh0AHFoyaylLbtglN0RqCzxJ2QApmg3La/mn7M0xAi5JJp3XCdBFsZUyi4hEG+mWpIGO+xDjQMjVgIupWN3hjQA6P4NIiVqQjpSP09kbFQ637omc6QYVdPe0PxP6+RYnDRykSUpAgRHy8KUkkxpsNMqC8UcJR9QxhXwtxKeZcpxtEklzchuNMvz5LqcdE9K57enBRKl5M4cmSX7JND4pJzUiLXpEwqhJNH8kxeyZv1ZL1Y79bHuHXOmszskD+wPn8AkbWYiw==</latexit>

Rescaled time t/⌧
<latexit sha1_base64="KWjCJLAKnAY+RJn4UHrRxHcFSVY=">AAACBnicbVDJSgNBEO1xjXEb9ShCYxA8xRlxOwa9eIxiFkhC6OmpSZr0LHTXiGHIyYu/4sWDIl79Bm/+jZ3loIkPCh7vVVFVz0uk0Og439bc/MLi0nJuJb+6tr6xaW9tV3WcKg4VHstY1T2mQYoIKihQQj1RwEJPQs3rXQ392j0oLeLoDvsJtELWiUQgOEMjte29JsIDZregOZPgUxQh0AHFoyaylLbtglN0RqCzxJ2QApmg3La/mn7M0xAi5JJp3XCdBFsZUyi4hEG+mWpIGO+xDjQMjVgIupWN3hjQA6P4NIiVqQjpSP09kbFQ637omc6QYVdPe0PxP6+RYnDRykSUpAgRHy8KUkkxpsNMqC8UcJR9QxhXwtxKeZcpxtEklzchuNMvz5LqcdE9K57enBRKl5M4cmSX7JND4pJzUiLXpEwqhJNH8kxeyZv1ZL1Y79bHuHXOmszskD+wPn8AkbWYiw==</latexit>

Rescaled time t/⌧

<latexit sha1_base64="dFnJhRKZavCxa7xubsWma+aCkq0=">AAACG3icbVDJSgNBEO2JW4xb1KOXxiDoJc4EN/AS9OJRxaiQCaGnU5M06ekZumvEMOQ/vPgrXjwo4knw4N/YWcD1QcHjvSqq6gWJFAZd98PJTUxOTc/kZwtz8wuLS8XllUsTp5pDjccy1tcBMyCFghoKlHCdaGBRIOEq6B4P/Ksb0EbE6gJ7CTQi1lYiFJyhlZrFii+Zakug55t46AsVYm+L+nqkbdPzpo9wixnvf9nNYsktu0PQv8QbkxIZ47RZfPNbMU8jUMglM6buuQk2MqZRcAn9gp8aSBjvsjbULVUsAtPIhr/16YZVWjSMtS2FdKh+n8hYZEwvCmxnxLBjfnsD8T+vnmJ40MiESlIExUeLwlRSjOkgKNoSGjjKniWMa2FvpbzDNONo4yzYELzfL/8ll5Wyt1fePdspVY/GceTJGlknm8Qj+6RKTsgpqRFO7sgDeSLPzr3z6Lw4r6PWnDOeWSU/4Lx/Ao+4oIc=</latexit> hR
(t

;1
)i

/R
c
(t

;1
)

<latexit sha1_base64="7v7A8SYLks6xZWpp+IKN19x3oW4=">AAACFXicbVDLSgNBEJz1GeMr6tHLYBAUJO6Kr2PQi0dFo0I2hN5JJw7O7C4zvWJY8hNe/BUvHhTxKnjzb5zEHHwVNBRV3XR3RamSlnz/wxsZHRufmCxMFadnZufmSwuL5zbJjMCaSFRiLiOwqGSMNZKk8DI1CDpSeBFdH/b9ixs0VibxGXVTbGjoxLItBZCTmqWNkPCW8lOq8BbeyIHKezy0sqNhjdY3eYhKNcMOaA3NUtmv+APwvyQYkjIb4rhZeg9bicg0xiQUWFsP/JQaORiSQmGvGGYWUxDX0MG6ozFotI188FWPrzqlxduJcRUTH6jfJ3LQ1nZ15Do10JX97fXF/7x6Ru39Ri7jNCOMxdeidqY4JbwfEW9Jg4JU1xEQRrpbubgCA4JckEUXQvD75b/kfKsS7FZ2TrbL1YNhHAW2zFbYGgvYHquyI3bMakywO/bAntizd+89ei/e61friDecWWI/4L19ApZ2nnY=</latexit> S
t.
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FIGURE 3.7: Broadening and narrowing zones of the distribution function
in diffusion limited regime: (a): The standard deviation switches from in-
creasing to decreasing function as we increase the matter supply Jc. The
threshold between the two regimes (red dashed line) corresponds to a con-
stant standard deviation and the supply from Eq. (3.19). (b) The ratio of the
average to the critical radius for the narrowing distribution function cor-
responds to the condition ⟨R⟩ ≤ 2Rc. The time t is rescaled according to

Eq. (1.22), J0 = c(0)/τ .

The coarsening does not converge to any common value, and is always above
the minimum threshold we have estimated, ⟨R(t;∞)⟩ ≥ ξdiff,0⟨R(t;∞)⟩0 with
ξdiff,0 = 1.17 (orange dashed-dotted line). The scaling exponent of the power
law for the average radius does not change and the dependence on time t

stays the same, ⟨R(t)⟩ ∝ t1/3. The results in Fig. 3.6(b), reveal that for higher
supplies, the system immediately reaches constant number density. The up-
per bound for the number density corresponds to n(t∗;∞), which is the num-
ber density at the time we switch the matter supply for the first time. Since
we do not allow nucleation, n(t;∞) ≤ n(t∗;∞). In cases of higher matter
supply the number density becomes independent of Jc and it only depends
on the initial conditions of the system.

The standard deviation in Fig. 3.7(a) depicts a full range of broadening and
narrowing scenarios. The standard deviation increases for lower values of
Jc. There is a critical supply for which is becomes constant and beyond
which the standard deviation decreases. The supply which corresponds to
this threshold (red dashed line in Fig. 3.7(a)) is given by [83]

Jc ≥ 4πn(t∗)Dℓγc
(0) . (3.19)
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<latexit sha1_base64="RDrnGtpf4PiWJm8eeprywWKm9mM=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJeyKr2PQi8cI5oFJCLOT2WTI7Owy0yuGJX/hxYMiXv0bb/6Nk2QPmljQUFR1093lx1IYdN1vZ2l5ZXVtPbeR39za3tkt7O3XTZRoxmsskpFu+tRwKRSvoUDJm7HmNPQlb/jDm4nfeOTaiEjd4yjmnZD2lQgEo2ilhzbyJ0xL9GTcLRTdsjsFWSReRoqQodotfLV7EUtCrpBJakzLc2PspFSjYJKP8+3E8JiyIe3zlqWKhtx00unFY3JslR4JIm1LIZmqvydSGhozCn3bGVIcmHlvIv7ntRIMrjqpUHGCXLHZoiCRBCMyeZ/0hOYM5cgSyrSwtxI2oJoytCHlbQje/MuLpH5a9i7K53dnxcp1FkcODuEISuDBJVTgFqpQAwYKnuEV3hzjvDjvzsesdcnJZg7gD5zPH1H8kLM=</latexit>

(a)
<latexit sha1_base64="/tTlddFi10QdICIRV/sBHdL5Dc0=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJeyKr2PQi8cI5oFJCLOT2WTI7Owy0yuGJX/hxYMiXv0bb/6Nk2QPmljQUFR1093lx1IYdN1vZ2l5ZXVtPbeR39za3tkt7O3XTZRoxmsskpFu+tRwKRSvoUDJm7HmNPQlb/jDm4nfeOTaiEjd4yjmnZD2lQgEo2ilhzbyJ0xL/sm4Wyi6ZXcKski8jBQhQ7Vb+Gr3IpaEXCGT1JiW58bYSalGwSQf59uJ4TFlQ9rnLUsVDbnppNOLx+TYKj0SRNqWQjJVf0+kNDRmFPq2M6Q4MPPeRPzPayUYXHVSoeIEuWKzRUEiCUZk8j7pCc0ZypEllGlhbyVsQDVlaEPK2xC8+ZcXSf207F2Uz+/OipXrLI4cHMIRlMCDS6jALVShBgwUPMMrvDnGeXHenY9Z65KTzRzAHzifP1OCkLQ=</latexit>

(b)

<latexit sha1_base64="u/pQ71zbrYNfeLT0WkdTpdUy2XY=">AAAB9XicbVC5TsNAEB2HK4QrQEljESFRBRtxlRE0KFWQyCElxlpv1skq67W1OwYiK/9BQwFCtPwLHX/D5igg8KSRnt6b0cy8IBFco+N8WbmFxaXllfxqYW19Y3OruL3T0HGqKKvTWMSqFRDNBJesjhwFayWKkSgQrBkMrsZ+854pzWN5i8OEeRHpSR5yStBId1W/g+wRMzo6qvqOXyw5ZWcC+y9xZ6QEM9T84menG9M0YhKpIFq3XSdBLyMKORVsVOikmiWEDkiPtQ2VJGLayyZXj+wDo3TtMFamJNoT9edERiKth1FgOiOCfT3vjcX/vHaK4YWXcZmkyCSdLgpTYWNsjyOwu1wximJoCKGKm1tt2ieKUDRBFUwI7vzLf0njuOyelU9vTkqVy1kcediDfTgEF86hAtdQgzpQUPAEL/BqPVjP1pv1Pm3NWbOZXfgF6+MbEAOSPQ==</latexit>

Jc/J0

<latexit sha1_base64="nQZnGCBVCTIC1bGwTcMddlfBQCU=">AAAB6nicbVDJSgNBEK2JW4xb1KOXxiCIhzAjbsegF48RzQLJGHo6PUmTnp6hu0YIQz7BiwdFvPpF3vwbO8tBEx8UPN6roqpekEhh0HW/ndzS8srqWn69sLG5tb1T3N2rmzjVjNdYLGPdDKjhUiheQ4GSNxPNaRRI3ggGN2O/8cS1EbF6wGHC/Yj2lAgFo2ile3w86RRLbtmdgCwSb0ZKMEO1U/xqd2OWRlwhk9SYlucm6GdUo2CSjwrt1PCEsgHt8Zalikbc+Nnk1BE5skqXhLG2pZBM1N8TGY2MGUaB7Ywo9s28Nxb/81ophld+JlSSIldsuihMJcGYjP8mXaE5Qzm0hDIt7K2E9ammDG06BRuCN//yIqmflr2L8vndWalyPYsjDwdwCMfgwSVU4BaqUAMGPXiGV3hzpPPivDsf09acM5vZhz9wPn8A/KiNng==</latexit>

t⇤
<latexit sha1_base64="nQZnGCBVCTIC1bGwTcMddlfBQCU=">AAAB6nicbVDJSgNBEK2JW4xb1KOXxiCIhzAjbsegF48RzQLJGHo6PUmTnp6hu0YIQz7BiwdFvPpF3vwbO8tBEx8UPN6roqpekEhh0HW/ndzS8srqWn69sLG5tb1T3N2rmzjVjNdYLGPdDKjhUiheQ4GSNxPNaRRI3ggGN2O/8cS1EbF6wGHC/Yj2lAgFo2ile3w86RRLbtmdgCwSb0ZKMEO1U/xqd2OWRlwhk9SYlucm6GdUo2CSjwrt1PCEsgHt8Zalikbc+Nnk1BE5skqXhLG2pZBM1N8TGY2MGUaB7Ywo9s28Nxb/81ophld+JlSSIldsuihMJcGYjP8mXaE5Qzm0hDIt7K2E9ammDG06BRuCN//yIqmflr2L8vndWalyPYsjDwdwCMfgwSVU4BaqUAMGPXiGV3hzpPPivDsf09acM5vZhz9wPn8A/KiNng==</latexit>

t⇤
<latexit sha1_base64="KWjCJLAKnAY+RJn4UHrRxHcFSVY=">AAACBnicbVDJSgNBEO1xjXEb9ShCYxA8xRlxOwa9eIxiFkhC6OmpSZr0LHTXiGHIyYu/4sWDIl79Bm/+jZ3loIkPCh7vVVFVz0uk0Og439bc/MLi0nJuJb+6tr6xaW9tV3WcKg4VHstY1T2mQYoIKihQQj1RwEJPQs3rXQ392j0oLeLoDvsJtELWiUQgOEMjte29JsIDZregOZPgUxQh0AHFoyaylLbtglN0RqCzxJ2QApmg3La/mn7M0xAi5JJp3XCdBFsZUyi4hEG+mWpIGO+xDjQMjVgIupWN3hjQA6P4NIiVqQjpSP09kbFQ637omc6QYVdPe0PxP6+RYnDRykSUpAgRHy8KUkkxpsNMqC8UcJR9QxhXwtxKeZcpxtEklzchuNMvz5LqcdE9K57enBRKl5M4cmSX7JND4pJzUiLXpEwqhJNH8kxeyZv1ZL1Y79bHuHXOmszskD+wPn8AkbWYiw==</latexit>

Rescaled time t/⌧
<latexit sha1_base64="KWjCJLAKnAY+RJn4UHrRxHcFSVY=">AAACBnicbVDJSgNBEO1xjXEb9ShCYxA8xRlxOwa9eIxiFkhC6OmpSZr0LHTXiGHIyYu/4sWDIl79Bm/+jZ3loIkPCh7vVVFVz0uk0Og439bc/MLi0nJuJb+6tr6xaW9tV3WcKg4VHstY1T2mQYoIKihQQj1RwEJPQs3rXQ392j0oLeLoDvsJtELWiUQgOEMjte29JsIDZregOZPgUxQh0AHFoyaylLbtglN0RqCzxJ2QApmg3La/mn7M0xAi5JJp3XCdBFsZUyi4hEG+mWpIGO+xDjQMjVgIupWN3hjQA6P4NIiVqQjpSP09kbFQ637omc6QYVdPe0PxP6+RYnDRykSUpAgRHy8KUkkxpsNMqC8UcJR9QxhXwtxKeZcpxtEklzchuNMvz5LqcdE9K57enBRKl5M4cmSX7JND4pJzUiLXpEwqhJNH8kxeyZv1ZL1Y79bHuHXOmszskD+wPn8AkbWYiw==</latexit>

Rescaled time t/⌧

<latexit sha1_base64="SdxaG9zyjezxrR2DZebW8MDNZRU=">AAACEXicbVC7SgNBFJ31GeMramkzGITYxF3xBTZBG8soRoXsssxObuKQ2dll5q4YlvyCjb9iY6GIrZ2df+PkUfg6cOHMOfcy954olcKg6346E5NT0zOzhbni/MLi0nJpZfXSJJnm0OCJTPR1xAxIoaCBAiVcpxpYHEm4ironA//qFrQRibrAXgpBzDpKtAVnaKWwVPElUx0J9LyCR+4W9fXouU3PQx/hDnPeHzphqexW3SHoX+KNSZmMUQ9LH34r4VkMCrlkxjQ9N8UgZxoFl9Av+pmBlPEu60DTUsViMEE+vKhPN63Sou1E21JIh+r3iZzFxvTiyHbGDG/Mb28g/uc1M2wfBrlQaYag+OijdiYpJnQQD20JDRxlzxLGtbC7Un7DNONoQyzaELzfJ/8llztVb7+6d7Zbrh2P4yiQdbJBKsQjB6RGTkmdNAgn9+SRPJMX58F5cl6dt1HrhDOeWSM/4Lx/AVc+m3c=</latexit> hR
(t

;0
)i

/R
c
(t

;0
)

<latexit sha1_base64="7v7A8SYLks6xZWpp+IKN19x3oW4=">AAACFXicbVDLSgNBEJz1GeMr6tHLYBAUJO6Kr2PQi0dFo0I2hN5JJw7O7C4zvWJY8hNe/BUvHhTxKnjzb5zEHHwVNBRV3XR3RamSlnz/wxsZHRufmCxMFadnZufmSwuL5zbJjMCaSFRiLiOwqGSMNZKk8DI1CDpSeBFdH/b9ixs0VibxGXVTbGjoxLItBZCTmqWNkPCW8lOq8BbeyIHKezy0sqNhjdY3eYhKNcMOaA3NUtmv+APwvyQYkjIb4rhZeg9bicg0xiQUWFsP/JQaORiSQmGvGGYWUxDX0MG6ozFotI188FWPrzqlxduJcRUTH6jfJ3LQ1nZ15Do10JX97fXF/7x6Ru39Ri7jNCOMxdeidqY4JbwfEW9Jg4JU1xEQRrpbubgCA4JckEUXQvD75b/kfKsS7FZ2TrbL1YNhHAW2zFbYGgvYHquyI3bMakywO/bAntizd+89ei/e61friDecWWI/4L19ApZ2nnY=</latexit> S
t.
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FIGURE 3.8: Broadening distribution function in interface-kinetics lim-
ited regime: (a): The standard deviation always increases even in the pres-
ence of higher matter supply Jc. For high supplies we reach a constant
standard deviation (red dashed line). (b) The ratio of the average to the
critical radius. For low matter supply the ratio converges to the prefac-
tor ⟨R(t; 0)⟩/Rc(t; 0) ≃ 1.234 (orange dashed-dotted line). It indicates the
universality of the distribution function. For higher supplies (orange and
yellow solid lines) we do not converge to this value anymore. The time t is

rescaled according to Eq. (1.22), J0 = c(0)/τ

For any supply Jc fulfilling the condition in Eq. (3.19) the droplet size distri-
bution function in the diffusion limited regime will narrow. The ratio of the
average to the critical radius, ⟨R(t;∞)⟩/Rc(t;∞), in Fig. 3.7(b), shows that the
threshold in Eq. (3.19) corresponds to the estimation of Sugimoto Eq. (2.89).
Narrowing in the diffusion limited regime happens if ⟨R(t;∞)⟩ ≥ 2Rc(t;∞).
The results in Fig. 3.7(b) in the light of Eq. (3.11) suggest, that the droplet size
distribution function is not independent of the supply rates and the system is
not universal but rather depends on the initial conditions and the conditions
of matter supply.

We perform the same analysis for the interface-kinetics limited case, for (β →
0). Sugimoto in Ref. [68] predicted that narrowing of the droplet size distri-
bution function in this regime is impossible. As we are increasing the supply
Jc, we see that the standard deviation can at most be constant Fig. 3.8(a) (red
dashed line). For the cases of higher supply, the ratio ⟨R(t; 0)⟩/Rc(t; 0) in
Fig. 3.8(b), does not converge to a fixed value anymore. However, we see a
very clear convergence for lower supplies Jc to the same value as in Fig. 3.3
(orange dashed-dotted line ⟨R(t; 0)⟩/Rc(t; 0) = 1.234). This indicates, that
there is a regime in which the system is described by a universal distribution
function which is independent of the supply.
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<latexit sha1_base64="/tTlddFi10QdICIRV/sBHdL5Dc0=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJeyKr2PQi8cI5oFJCLOT2WTI7Owy0yuGJX/hxYMiXv0bb/6Nk2QPmljQUFR1093lx1IYdN1vZ2l5ZXVtPbeR39za3tkt7O3XTZRoxmsskpFu+tRwKRSvoUDJm7HmNPQlb/jDm4nfeOTaiEjd4yjmnZD2lQgEo2ilhzbyJ0xL/sm4Wyi6ZXcKski8jBQhQ7Vb+Gr3IpaEXCGT1JiW58bYSalGwSQf59uJ4TFlQ9rnLUsVDbnppNOLx+TYKj0SRNqWQjJVf0+kNDRmFPq2M6Q4MPPeRPzPayUYXHVSoeIEuWKzRUEiCUZk8j7pCc0ZypEllGlhbyVsQDVlaEPK2xC8+ZcXSf207F2Uz+/OipXrLI4cHMIRlMCDS6jALVShBgwUPMMrvDnGeXHenY9Z65KTzRzAHzifP1OCkLQ=</latexit>

(b)
<latexit sha1_base64="RDrnGtpf4PiWJm8eeprywWKm9mM=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJeyKr2PQi8cI5oFJCLOT2WTI7Owy0yuGJX/hxYMiXv0bb/6Nk2QPmljQUFR1093lx1IYdN1vZ2l5ZXVtPbeR39za3tkt7O3XTZRoxmsskpFu+tRwKRSvoUDJm7HmNPQlb/jDm4nfeOTaiEjd4yjmnZD2lQgEo2ilhzbyJ0xL9GTcLRTdsjsFWSReRoqQodotfLV7EUtCrpBJakzLc2PspFSjYJKP8+3E8JiyIe3zlqWKhtx00unFY3JslR4JIm1LIZmqvydSGhozCn3bGVIcmHlvIv7ntRIMrjqpUHGCXLHZoiCRBCMyeZ/0hOYM5cgSyrSwtxI2oJoytCHlbQje/MuLpH5a9i7K53dnxcp1FkcODuEISuDBJVTgFqpQAwYKnuEV3hzjvDjvzsesdcnJZg7gD5zPH1H8kLM=</latexit>

(a)

<latexit sha1_base64="nQZnGCBVCTIC1bGwTcMddlfBQCU=">AAAB6nicbVDJSgNBEK2JW4xb1KOXxiCIhzAjbsegF48RzQLJGHo6PUmTnp6hu0YIQz7BiwdFvPpF3vwbO8tBEx8UPN6roqpekEhh0HW/ndzS8srqWn69sLG5tb1T3N2rmzjVjNdYLGPdDKjhUiheQ4GSNxPNaRRI3ggGN2O/8cS1EbF6wGHC/Yj2lAgFo2ile3w86RRLbtmdgCwSb0ZKMEO1U/xqd2OWRlwhk9SYlucm6GdUo2CSjwrt1PCEsgHt8Zalikbc+Nnk1BE5skqXhLG2pZBM1N8TGY2MGUaB7Ywo9s28Nxb/81ophld+JlSSIldsuihMJcGYjP8mXaE5Qzm0hDIt7K2E9ammDG06BRuCN//yIqmflr2L8vndWalyPYsjDwdwCMfgwSVU4BaqUAMGPXiGV3hzpPPivDsf09acM5vZhz9wPn8A/KiNng==</latexit>

t⇤
<latexit sha1_base64="nQZnGCBVCTIC1bGwTcMddlfBQCU=">AAAB6nicbVDJSgNBEK2JW4xb1KOXxiCIhzAjbsegF48RzQLJGHo6PUmTnp6hu0YIQz7BiwdFvPpF3vwbO8tBEx8UPN6roqpekEhh0HW/ndzS8srqWn69sLG5tb1T3N2rmzjVjNdYLGPdDKjhUiheQ4GSNxPNaRRI3ggGN2O/8cS1EbF6wGHC/Yj2lAgFo2ile3w86RRLbtmdgCwSb0ZKMEO1U/xqd2OWRlwhk9SYlucm6GdUo2CSjwrt1PCEsgHt8Zalikbc+Nnk1BE5skqXhLG2pZBM1N8TGY2MGUaB7Ywo9s28Nxb/81ophld+JlSSIldsuihMJcGYjP8mXaE5Qzm0hDIt7K2E9ammDG06BRuCN//yIqmflr2L8vndWalyPYsjDwdwCMfgwSVU4BaqUAMGPXiGV3hzpPPivDsf09acM5vZhz9wPn8A/KiNng==</latexit>

t⇤
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⇠int

FIGURE 3.9: Average radius and droplet number density in interface-
kinetics limited regime: (a) Average radius for lower supplies approaches
the coarsening law derived in Eq. (3.12), with ξint = 1.36 (orange dashed-
dotted line). For higher supplies the radius follows a t1/3 law (red dashed
line) indicating the crossover to the diffusion limited coarsening. (b) Droplet
number density for lower supplies follows Eq. (3.18) (orange dashed-dotted
lines) but for higher supplies becomes constant (red dashed line), which cor-
responds to the crossover to the diffusion limited regime, where the number
density is constant. The time t and radius R are nondimensionalized accord-

ing to Eq. (1.22), and J0 = c0/τ .

Studying the effect of higher matter supply on the average radius and the
droplet number density in the interface-kinetics limited regime, Fig. 3.9 re-
veals the regime of universality. For the supply corresponding to almost con-
stant standard deviation (yellow and orange solid line), the average radius
follows a t1/3 power law (red dashed line in Fig. 3.9(a)). It indicates a transi-
tion to a diffusion limited growth law, and means that β = kR/D ≫ 0. The
supply Jc caused a transient increase in the average radius ⟨R(t;∞)⟩, which
although initialized in the interface-kinetics limited regime, has increased to
values high enough that the interface-kinetics can not compete with the dif-
fusion anymore. The droplet number density, Fig. 3.9(b), reaches in this case
also a constant value, which is opposed to the predictions in Eq. (3.18) for
the interface-kinetics limited regime. There, n(t; 0) ∝ t−1/2, which we see for
lower supplies in Fig. 3.9(b). For these values of the supply Jc we have a
broadening droplet size distribution function and the average radius follows
the coarsening law described by Eq. (3.12) (orange dashed-dotted line). The
observation is consistent with the results for the ratio of the critical and the
average radius in Fig. 3.7(b). Next, we would like to look at the solutions of
the droplet size distribution function, and discuss when the scaling ansatz
we have used is valid.
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FIGURE 3.10: Collapse of the droplet size distribution function in diffu-
sion limited regime: (a): At different time points we measure the distribu-
tion function for the choice of Jc/J0 = 1.25 · 10−3, when the distribution
function is broadening. The time point t1/τ = 103 is an early time point
when the system did not reach the asymptotic coarsening kinetics yet. The
later time points are equidistant from t2/τ = 6 · 103 to t5/τ = 2 · 104. (b): We
find a separation ansatz for which the distribution function collapses on its
self-similar shape. For nondimensionalization we use Eq. (1.22). The critical

radius is a function of supersaturation Rc = ℓγ/ε(t).

3.1.3 Universal coarsening kinetics of emulsions with con-

stant matter supply

In the following, we would like to study the evolution of the distribution
function for systems with matter supply. In the previous subsection, Sub-
sect. 3.1.2, we have learned when the distribution function narrows or broad-
ens, and what scaling laws govern its evolution. We have also learned when
the coarsening behavior is independent of matter supply Jc. We would like to
study the behavior of the droplet size distribution function in these regimes
and check the validity of the separation ansatz.

The collapse of the distribution function onto a self-similar, time-invariant
shape was revisited and discussed for passive systems. If a collapse exists,
we can successfully separate the distribution function N (R, t) into a time-
and radial-dependent part. We start by looking at the distribution function
for the diffusion limited case, with matter supply Jc below the threshold
Eq. (3.19). Our choice of the supply is Jc/J0 = 1.25 · 10−3, which corresponds
to a broadening distribution function in Fig.3.7(a). We pick an early time
point t1/τ = 102 when the system has not reached the coarsening kinetics of
the power law in Eq. 3.16 yet (Fig. 3.6(a)), and then later time points from t2
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t1

<latexit sha1_base64="GwKiaffOiuoprGhvKyoSQZY/IXA=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBA8hd3g6xj04jGieUCyhNnJbDJkdnaZ6RXCkk/w4kERr36RN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e4KEikMuu63s7K6tr6xWdgqbu/s7u2XDg6bJk414w0Wy1i3A2q4FIo3UKDk7URzGgWSt4LR7dRvPXFtRKwecZxwP6IDJULBKFrpAXvVXqnsVtwZyDLxclKGHPVe6avbj1kacYVMUmM6npugn1GNgkk+KXZTwxPKRnTAO5YqGnHjZ7NTJ+TUKn0SxtqWQjJTf09kNDJmHAW2M6I4NIveVPzP66QYXvuZUEmKXLH5ojCVBGMy/Zv0heYM5dgSyrSwtxI2pJoytOkUbQje4svLpFmteJeVi/vzcu0mj6MAx3ACZ+DBFdTgDurQAAYDeIZXeHOk8+K8Ox/z1hUnnzmCP3A+fwAKXI2n</latexit>

t2

<latexit sha1_base64="Ny+SaoBMVNPko1bRrMzjZhNxVfg=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKez6Pga9eIxoHpAsYXYymwyZnV1meoWw5BO8eFDEq1/kzb9xkuxBowUNRVU33V1BIoVB1/1yCkvLK6trxfXSxubW9k55d69p4lQz3mCxjHU7oIZLoXgDBUreTjSnUSB5KxjdTP3WI9dGxOoBxwn3IzpQIhSMopXusXfaK1fcqjsD+Uu8nFQgR71X/uz2Y5ZGXCGT1JiO5yboZ1SjYJJPSt3U8ISyER3wjqWKRtz42ezUCTmySp+EsbalkMzUnxMZjYwZR4HtjCgOzaI3Ff/zOimGV34mVJIiV2y+KEwlwZhM/yZ9oTlDObaEMi3srYQNqaYMbTolG4K3+PJf0jypehfV87uzSu06j6MIB3AIx+DBJdTgFurQAAYDeIIXeHWk8+y8Oe/z1oKTz+zDLzgf3wvgjag=</latexit>

t3

<latexit sha1_base64="ey3OSX+JOQe4AwnHvKNpQssRFYY=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKr2PQi8eI5gHJEmYns8mQ2dllplcISz7BiwdFvPpF3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprsrSKQw6LrfTmFldW19o7hZ2tre2d0r7x80TZxqxhsslrFuB9RwKRRvoEDJ24nmNAokbwWj26nfeuLaiFg94jjhfkQHSoSCUbTSA/bOe+WKW3VnIMvEy0kFctR75a9uP2ZpxBUySY3peG6CfkY1Cib5pNRNDU8oG9EB71iqaMSNn81OnZATq/RJGGtbCslM/T2R0ciYcRTYzoji0Cx6U/E/r5NieO1nQiUpcsXmi8JUEozJ9G/SF5ozlGNLKNPC3krYkGrK0KZTsiF4iy8vk+ZZ1busXtyfV2o3eRxFOIJjOAUPrqAGd1CHBjAYwDO8wpsjnRfn3fmYtxacfOYQ/sD5/AENZI2p</latexit>

t4
<latexit sha1_base64="qcGycNkHX9Fu+xHKfm7rOW+6Eko=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0nEqseiF48V7Qe0oWy2m3bpZhN2J0IJ/QlePCji1V/kzX/jts1Bqw8GHu/NMDMvSKQw6LpfTmFldW19o7hZ2tre2d0r7x+0TJxqxpsslrHuBNRwKRRvokDJO4nmNAokbwfjm5nffuTaiFg94CThfkSHSoSCUbTSPfZr/XLFrbpzkL/Ey0kFcjT65c/eIGZpxBUySY3pem6CfkY1Cib5tNRLDU8oG9Mh71qqaMSNn81PnZITqwxIGGtbCslc/TmR0ciYSRTYzojiyCx7M/E/r5tieOVnQiUpcsUWi8JUEozJ7G8yEJozlBNLKNPC3krYiGrK0KZTsiF4yy//Ja2zqndRrd2dV+rXeRxFOIJjOAUPLqEOt9CAJjAYwhO8wKsjnWfnzXlftBacfOYQfsH5+AYO6I2q</latexit>
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<latexit sha1_base64="1M1lMOIRBz3zB5MROmMlYLu7e8E=">AAACBHicbVC5TsNAEF2HK4TLQJlmRYREFWzEVUbQUIaIHFJiWev1JlllfWh3jIgsFzT8Cg0FCNHyEXT8DZvEBSQ8aaSn92Y0M8+LBVdgWd9GYWl5ZXWtuF7a2Nza3jF391oqSiRlTRqJSHY8opjgIWsCB8E6sWQk8ARre6Prid++Z1LxKLyDccycgAxC3ueUgJZcs9wD9gBpg/g8UTjDjeOGO5No5poVq2pNgReJnZMKylF3za+eH9EkYCFQQZTq2lYMTkokcCpYVuolisWEjsiAdTUNScCUk06fyPChVnzcj6SuEPBU/T2RkkCpceDpzoDAUM17E/E/r5tA/9JJeRgnwEI6W9RPBIYITxLBPpeMghhrQqjk+lZMh0QSCjq3kg7Bnn95kbROqvZ59ez2tFK7yuMoojI6QEfIRheohm5QHTURRY/oGb2iN+PJeDHejY9Za8HIZ/bRHxifP8cZmDI=</latexit>

Radius R/Rc

<latexit sha1_base64="ujkcvJXQvy+i7DiSFBkm2NbMsE8=">AAACC3icbZA9T8MwEIad8l2+AowsViskppIgvsYKFkaoaEFqospxr8XCcSL7gqii7iz8FRYGEGLlD7Dxb3BLBqC8kqVH793pfG+USmHQ8z6d0tT0zOzc/EJ5cWl5ZdVdW2+ZJNMcmjyRib6KmAEpFDRRoISrVAOLIwmX0c3JqH55C9qIRF3gIIUwZn0leoIztFbHrQQId5g3WFdkhg5pYyeQTPUl0AYN9Jg6btWreWPRSfALqJJCZx33I+gmPItBIZfMmLbvpRjmTKPgEoblIDOQMn7D+tC2qFgMJszHtwzplnW6tJdo+xTSsftzImexMYM4sp0xw2vztzYy/6u1M+wdhblQaYag+PeiXiYpJnQUDO0KDRzlwALjWti/Un7NNONo4yvbEPy/J09Ca7fmH9T2z/eq9eMijnmySSpkm/jkkNTJKTkjTcLJPXkkz+TFeXCenFfn7bu15BQzG+SXnPcvLTmagQ==</latexit>

Radius R/hRi

<latexit sha1_base64="HyEY2xcjg6kIK973UbPz2zjOFac=">AAACGnicbVDLSgMxFM34rPVVdekmWIQWpM6Ir6XoxpVUsSp0SrmTpjWYZIbkjlCGfocbf8WNC0XciRv/xkztwteBwOGce7k5J0qksOj7H97Y+MTk1HRhpjg7N7+wWFpavrBxahhvsFjG5ioCy6XQvIECJb9KDAcVSX4Z3Rzl/uUtN1bE+hz7CW8p6GnRFQzQSe1SEEaiVwkV4DUDmZ0MKmcbWN3UFazmTpWGrBMjDbmU7bAHSkG7VPZr/hD0LwlGpExGqLdLb2EnZqniGpkEa5uBn2ArA4OCST4ohqnlCbAb6PGmoxoUt61sGG1A153Sod3YuKeRDtXvGxkoa/sqcpN5Bvvby8X/vGaK3f1WJnSSItfs61A3lRRjmvdEO8JwhrLvCDAj3F8puwYDDF2bRVdC8DvyX3KxVQt2azun2+WDw1EdBbJK1kiFBGSPHJBjUicNwsgdeSBP5Nm79x69F+/1a3TMG+2skB/w3j8BQ2yfyg==</latexit> � N
(R

,t
)/

n
(t

)�
·`

�

<latexit sha1_base64="HyEY2xcjg6kIK973UbPz2zjOFac=">AAACGnicbVDLSgMxFM34rPVVdekmWIQWpM6Ir6XoxpVUsSp0SrmTpjWYZIbkjlCGfocbf8WNC0XciRv/xkztwteBwOGce7k5J0qksOj7H97Y+MTk1HRhpjg7N7+wWFpavrBxahhvsFjG5ioCy6XQvIECJb9KDAcVSX4Z3Rzl/uUtN1bE+hz7CW8p6GnRFQzQSe1SEEaiVwkV4DUDmZ0MKmcbWN3UFazmTpWGrBMjDbmU7bAHSkG7VPZr/hD0LwlGpExGqLdLb2EnZqniGpkEa5uBn2ArA4OCST4ohqnlCbAb6PGmoxoUt61sGG1A153Sod3YuKeRDtXvGxkoa/sqcpN5Bvvby8X/vGaK3f1WJnSSItfs61A3lRRjmvdEO8JwhrLvCDAj3F8puwYDDF2bRVdC8DvyX3KxVQt2azun2+WDw1EdBbJK1kiFBGSPHJBjUicNwsgdeSBP5Nm79x69F+/1a3TMG+2skB/w3j8BQ2yfyg==</latexit> � N
(R

,t
)/

n
(t

)�
·`

�

<latexit sha1_base64="HyEY2xcjg6kIK973UbPz2zjOFac=">AAACGnicbVDLSgMxFM34rPVVdekmWIQWpM6Ir6XoxpVUsSp0SrmTpjWYZIbkjlCGfocbf8WNC0XciRv/xkztwteBwOGce7k5J0qksOj7H97Y+MTk1HRhpjg7N7+wWFpavrBxahhvsFjG5ioCy6XQvIECJb9KDAcVSX4Z3Rzl/uUtN1bE+hz7CW8p6GnRFQzQSe1SEEaiVwkV4DUDmZ0MKmcbWN3UFazmTpWGrBMjDbmU7bAHSkG7VPZr/hD0LwlGpExGqLdLb2EnZqniGpkEa5uBn2ArA4OCST4ohqnlCbAb6PGmoxoUt61sGG1A153Sod3YuKeRDtXvGxkoa/sqcpN5Bvvby8X/vGaK3f1WJnSSItfs61A3lRRjmvdEO8JwhrLvCDAj3F8puwYDDF2bRVdC8DvyX3KxVQt2azun2+WDw1EdBbJK1kiFBGSPHJBjUicNwsgdeSBP5Nm79x69F+/1a3TMG+2skB/w3j8BQ2yfyg==</latexit> � N
(R

,t
)/

n
(t

)�
·`

�

<latexit sha1_base64="2HPdFGRKZKjoaIbB2Ixyt/MYm30=">AAACDnicbVA9SwNBEN3z2/gVtbRZDAGreCd+laKNpYpRIRfC3N4kLu7eHbtzYjjyC2z8KzYWitha2/lv3MQUGn0w8Hhvhpl5UaakJd//9MbGJyanpmdmS3PzC4tL5eWVC5vmRmBdpCo1VxFYVDLBOklSeJUZBB0pvIxujvr+5S0aK9PknLoZNjV0EtmWAshJrXI1JLyj4gytAIUxNxDL3PIeP9sMUalW2AGtoVWu+DV/AP6XBENSYUOctMofYZyKXGNCQoG1jcDPqFmAISkU9kphbjEDcQMdbDiagEbbLAbv9HjVKTFvp8ZVQnyg/pwoQFvb1ZHr1EDXdtTri/95jZza+81CJllOmIjvRe1ccUp5PxseS4OCVNcREEa6W7m4BgOCXIIlF0Iw+vJfcrFVC3ZrO6fblYPDYRwzbI2tsw0WsD12wI7ZCaszwe7ZI3tmL96D9+S9em/frWPecGaV/YL3/gUXsJwj</latexit>

Rescaled radius R/`�

FIGURE 3.11: No self-similarity droplet size distribution function in dif-
fusion limited regime: (a): At equidistant time points from t1/τ = 105

to t5/τ = 8 · 105 we measure the distribution function for the choice of
Jc/J0 = 3 · 10−3 when the distribution function is narrowing. (b): It is not
possible to find a separation ansatz to find a self-similar shape of the distri-
bution function. We try rescaling the radius with the critical and the average

radius respectively. For the nondimensionalization we use Eq. (1.22).

to t5 (Fig. 3.10(a)), which are spread logarithmically from each other. It is es-
sential to choose the time points to be distanced far enough from each other
to talk about a possible collapse in time.

The choice of the nondimensional radius ρ = R/Rc, like for passive emul-
sions, works very well to separate the distribution function. In Fig. 3.10(b),
we see a collapse of the distribution function for times from t2 to t5 onto a
self-similar shape. The early time point t1, which does not fall on the col-
lapsed shape, shows that there is still some non-trivial time dependence in
the distribution function, which disappears at later times when the system
enters the coarsening regime. The collapse highlights that in this regime, the
distribution function belongs to the same universality class as the distribu-
tion function of Ostwald ripening and confirms the choices we have made
for the analytical approximations in the previous subsection.

For a higher supply Jc, (Jc/J0 = 3 · 10−3), for which the narrowing occurs,
we are not able to find a collapse of the distribution function Fig. 3.11(b).
There are several reason for this. As we have learned in Eq. (2.69), the rate
of change of the number density implies the dependence of the droplet size
distribution function N (R, t;∞) on the radius R. Since the number density
is constant here, we expect a different dependence on the radius R than in
passive emulsions. It is non-trivial what kind of separation ansatz is suitable
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<latexit sha1_base64="RDrnGtpf4PiWJm8eeprywWKm9mM=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJeyKr2PQi8cI5oFJCLOT2WTI7Owy0yuGJX/hxYMiXv0bb/6Nk2QPmljQUFR1093lx1IYdN1vZ2l5ZXVtPbeR39za3tkt7O3XTZRoxmsskpFu+tRwKRSvoUDJm7HmNPQlb/jDm4nfeOTaiEjd4yjmnZD2lQgEo2ilhzbyJ0xL9GTcLRTdsjsFWSReRoqQodotfLV7EUtCrpBJakzLc2PspFSjYJKP8+3E8JiyIe3zlqWKhtx00unFY3JslR4JIm1LIZmqvydSGhozCn3bGVIcmHlvIv7ntRIMrjqpUHGCXLHZoiCRBCMyeZ/0hOYM5cgSyrSwtxI2oJoytCHlbQje/MuLpH5a9i7K53dnxcp1FkcODuEISuDBJVTgFqpQAwYKnuEV3hzjvDjvzsesdcnJZg7gD5zPH1H8kLM=</latexit>
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<latexit sha1_base64="72oNKbybjP1FCAzIrExVLH4geVg=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKr2PQi8eI5gHJEmYns8mQ2dllplcISz7BiwdFvPpF3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprsrSKQw6LrfTmFldW19o7hZ2tre2d0r7x80TZxqxhsslrFuB9RwKRRvoEDJ24nmNAokbwWj26nfeuLaiFg94jjhfkQHSoSCUbTSA/a8XrniVt0ZyDLxclKBHPVe+avbj1kacYVMUmM6npugn1GNgkk+KXVTwxPKRnTAO5YqGnHjZ7NTJ+TEKn0SxtqWQjJTf09kNDJmHAW2M6I4NIveVPzP66QYXvuZUEmKXLH5ojCVBGMy/Zv0heYM5dgSyrSwtxI2pJoytOmUbAje4svLpHlW9S6rF/fnldpNHkcRjuAYTsGDK6jBHdShAQwG8Ayv8OZI58V5dz7mrQUnnzmEP3A+fwAI2I2m</latexit>

t1

<latexit sha1_base64="GwKiaffOiuoprGhvKyoSQZY/IXA=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBA8hd3g6xj04jGieUCyhNnJbDJkdnaZ6RXCkk/w4kERr36RN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e4KEikMuu63s7K6tr6xWdgqbu/s7u2XDg6bJk414w0Wy1i3A2q4FIo3UKDk7URzGgWSt4LR7dRvPXFtRKwecZxwP6IDJULBKFrpAXvVXqnsVtwZyDLxclKGHPVe6avbj1kacYVMUmM6npugn1GNgkk+KXZTwxPKRnTAO5YqGnHjZ7NTJ+TUKn0SxtqWQjJTf09kNDJmHAW2M6I4NIveVPzP66QYXvuZUEmKXLH5ojCVBGMy/Zv0heYM5dgSyrSwtxI2pJoytOkUbQje4svLpFmteJeVi/vzcu0mj6MAx3ACZ+DBFdTgDurQAAYDeIZXeHOk8+K8Ox/z1hUnnzmCP3A+fwAKXI2n</latexit>

t2 <latexit sha1_base64="Ny+SaoBMVNPko1bRrMzjZhNxVfg=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKez6Pga9eIxoHpAsYXYymwyZnV1meoWw5BO8eFDEq1/kzb9xkuxBowUNRVU33V1BIoVB1/1yCkvLK6trxfXSxubW9k55d69p4lQz3mCxjHU7oIZLoXgDBUreTjSnUSB5KxjdTP3WI9dGxOoBxwn3IzpQIhSMopXusXfaK1fcqjsD+Uu8nFQgR71X/uz2Y5ZGXCGT1JiO5yboZ1SjYJJPSt3U8ISyER3wjqWKRtz42ezUCTmySp+EsbalkMzUnxMZjYwZR4HtjCgOzaI3Ff/zOimGV34mVJIiV2y+KEwlwZhM/yZ9oTlDObaEMi3srYQNqaYMbTolG4K3+PJf0jypehfV87uzSu06j6MIB3AIx+DBJdTgFurQAAYDeIIXeHWk8+y8Oe/z1oKTz+zDLzgf3wvgjag=</latexit>

t3
<latexit sha1_base64="ey3OSX+JOQe4AwnHvKNpQssRFYY=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKr2PQi8eI5gHJEmYns8mQ2dllplcISz7BiwdFvPpF3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprsrSKQw6LrfTmFldW19o7hZ2tre2d0r7x80TZxqxhsslrFuB9RwKRRvoEDJ24nmNAokbwWj26nfeuLaiFg94jjhfkQHSoSCUbTSA/bOe+WKW3VnIMvEy0kFctR75a9uP2ZpxBUySY3peG6CfkY1Cib5pNRNDU8oG9EB71iqaMSNn81OnZATq/RJGGtbCslM/T2R0ciYcRTYzoji0Cx6U/E/r5NieO1nQiUpcsXmi8JUEozJ9G/SF5ozlGNLKNPC3krYkGrK0KZTsiF4iy8vk+ZZ1busXtyfV2o3eRxFOIJjOAUPrqAGd1CHBjAYwDO8wpsjnRfn3fmYtxacfOYQ/sD5/AENZI2p</latexit>

t4
<latexit sha1_base64="qcGycNkHX9Fu+xHKfm7rOW+6Eko=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0nEqseiF48V7Qe0oWy2m3bpZhN2J0IJ/QlePCji1V/kzX/jts1Bqw8GHu/NMDMvSKQw6LpfTmFldW19o7hZ2tre2d0r7x+0TJxqxpsslrHuBNRwKRRvokDJO4nmNAokbwfjm5nffuTaiFg94CThfkSHSoSCUbTSPfZr/XLFrbpzkL/Ey0kFcjT65c/eIGZpxBUySY3pem6CfkY1Cib5tNRLDU8oG9Mh71qqaMSNn81PnZITqwxIGGtbCslc/TmR0ciYSRTYzojiyCx7M/E/r5tieOVnQiUpcsUWi8JUEozJ7G8yEJozlBNLKNPC3krYiGrK0KZTsiF4yy//Ja2zqndRrd2dV+rXeRxFOIJjOAUPLqEOt9CAJjAYwhO8wKsjnWfnzXlftBacfOYQfsH5+AYO6I2q</latexit>

t5
<latexit sha1_base64="5X3aeQ/yT83lD8ORqhEErVzm67M=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEq8eiF48V7Qe0oWy2m3bpZhN2J0IJ/QlePCji1V/kzX/jts1Bqw8GHu/NMDMvSKQw6LpfTmFldW19o7hZ2tre2d0r7x+0TJxqxpsslrHuBNRwKRRvokDJO4nmNAokbwfjm5nffuTaiFg94CThfkSHSoSCUbTSPfZr/XLFrbpzkL/Ey0kFcjT65c/eIGZpxBUySY3pem6CfkY1Cib5tNRLDU8oG9Mh71qqaMSNn81PnZITqwxIGGtbCslc/TmR0ciYSRTYzojiyCx7M/E/r5tieOVnQiUpcsUWi8JUEozJ7G8yEJozlBNLKNPC3krYiGrK0KZTsiF4yy//Ja2zqlerXtydV+rXeRxFOIJjOAUPLqEOt9CAJjAYwhO8wKsjnWfnzXlftBacfOYQfsH5+AYQbI2r</latexit>

t6

<latexit sha1_base64="EPB2o8unL4bsU0nIReZ1OPecU4U=">AAAB83icbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSbi17HoxWMt9gOaUDbbSbt0swm7E7GE/g0vHhTx6p/x5r9x2+ag1QcDj/dmmJkXJIJrdJwvq7C0vLK6VlwvbWxube+Ud/daOk4VgyaLRaw6AdUguIQmchTQSRTQKBDQDkY3U7/9AErzWN7jOAE/ogPJQ84oGslrnDR6HsIjZmzSK1ecqjOD/Ze4OamQHPVe+dPrxyyNQCITVOuu6yToZ1QhZwImJS/VkFA2ogPoGippBNrPZjdP7COj9O0wVqYk2jP150RGI63HUWA6I4pDvehNxf+8borhlZ9xmaQIks0XhamwMbanAdh9roChGBtCmeLmVpsNqaIMTUwlE4K7+PJf0jqtuhfV87uzSu06j6NIDsghOSYuuSQ1ckvqpEkYScgTeSGvVmo9W2/W+7y1YOUz++QXrI9v+QORqg==</latexit>

R/Rc
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FIGURE 3.12: Collapse of the droplet size distribution function in
interface-kinetics limited regime: (a): At different time points we measure
the distribution function for the choice of Jc/J0 = 5 · 10−5, when the distri-
bution function is broadening. The time point t1/τ = 102 is an early time
point when the system did not reach the asymptotic coarsening kinetics yet.
The later time points are equidistant from t2/τ = 6 ·102 to t6/τ = 4 ·103. (b):
We find a separation ansatz for which the distribution function collapses on

its self-similar shape. For the nondimensionalization we use Eq. (1.22).

for the problem for the distribution function which in this regime of supply
depends on its initial conditions as well as the conditions of the supply. The
narrowing system reaches at late times a delta peak and corresponds to a
monodispersed emulsion.

Analogously to the analysis of the evolution of the distribution function at
low supply rates in the diffusion limited regime, we pick Jc/J0 = 5 · 10−5 to
analyze the distribution function and its temporal behaviour in the interface-
kinetics limited case (β → 0). We pick again an early time t1, and later time
points from t2 to t5, Fig. 3.12(a). Collapsing the distribution function onto
its self-similar form is possible with a choice of a nondimensional radius
ρ = R/Rc. As expected and discussed, the distribution function is universal
even in the presence of the supply Jc. For a higher supply, which corresponds
to a constant standard deviation (Jc/J0 = 1 · 10−4), the distribution function
has a constant width, and its peak moves with a velocity d⟨R⟩/dt. By shifting
each radius R by the average ⟨R⟩, the distribution function collapses at all
times onto a self-similar shape.

We have explored the coarsening kinetics of emulsions with constant matter
supply. We have found regimes that dictate a fixed acceleration of coarsening
and correspond to a self-similar distribution function. We have also explored
the behavior outside these regimes and the effect of high matter supply on
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FIGURE 3.13: Collapse of the droplet size distribution function in
interface-kinetics limited regime: (a): At different time points we measure
the distribution function for the choice of Jc/J0 = 1 ·10−4 when the distribu-
tion function is constant. The time points are equidistant and chosen from
t1/τ = 4 · 102 to t6/τ = 4 · 103. (b): We find that a shift in the radial space by
(R − ⟨R⟩), collapses the distribution function on its self-similar shape. The
distribution function has a constant width and moves for every radius R at

the same speed. For the nondimensionalization we use Eq. (1.22).

the time evolution of emulsions. In the next section, we will choose the mat-
ter supply to be time-dependent, and see how we can tune it in accordance to
the evolution of droplet sizes to find novel coarsening kinetics of emulsions
with matter supply.

3.2 Emulsions with time-dependent matter supply

maintaining constant supersaturation

Until now, we were introducing the droplet material with a constant sup-
ply Jc. It corresponded to a constant rate of change of the droplet phase
volume fraction, Φ̇(t) = const, such that the droplet phase was growing lin-
early, Φ(t) ∝ t. Introducing a time dependence in Jc(t), causes the droplet
phase volume fraction, the supersaturation as well as the critical radius to
have an additional time dependence. Analogously to the conservation law
in Eq. (3.1), we can write for Jc(t),

dc(t)

dt
= −c

(0)
in

d

dt

∫ ∞

0

4π

3
R3(t)N (R, t)dR + Jc(t) . (3.20)
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Using the droplet phase volume fraction Φ(t), Eq. (2.59),

∂tc(t) = −c
(0)
in

d

dt
Φ(t) + Jc(t) . (3.21)

We can immediately see that an interesting choice for the matter supply is
one such that Jc = c

(0)
in Φ̇(t), in which matter supply balances the changes in

the droplet phase volume fraction at each time t. This choice ensures ċ(t) = 0,
and the system is truly (quasi-)static. The supersaturation, being a measure
of the excess concentration in the dilute phase, ε = (c − c(0))/c(0), is constant
and set by the initial condition. Thus, the constant concentration c, cannot
now relax to its equilibrium value c(0). What is the effect of the constant
supersaturation on the coarsening kinetics of droplets?

The droplet growth equation Eq. (2.29), can be rewritten using the constant
supersaturation ε,

Ṙ(t) =
k D

D + k R(t)

c(0)

c
(0)
in

(
ε− ℓγ

R(t)

)
. (3.22)

Contrary to previous systems, the critical radius, Rc = ℓγ/ε, is constant here.
Two important consequences follow from this result. First of all, droplets are
now decoupled from each other. The growth of every droplet is independent
of the emulsion and of the information about the droplet size distribution
function N (R, t). Furthermore, a constant critical radius Rc, means that after
an initial phase, when the distribution function moves in its radial space past
the radius Rc, such that R > Rc for all radii R in N (R, t), droplets cannot
dissolve anymore. The droplet number density n(t) will be constant.

For emulsions with constant matter supply in the diffusion limited regime,
the constant number density directly influenced the dependence of the droplet
size distribution function N (R, t) on the radius R. We expect that the separa-
tion ansatz valid for passive emulsions will also not be possible here. Thus,
we will try to analyze the moments and the coarsening kinetics of droplets
in emulsions with constant supersaturation without specifying N (R, t) yet.

3.2.1 Moments of droplet size distribution function in emul-

sions with constant supersaturation

Since the droplets are decoupled from each other, every droplet follows a
growth law from Eq. (3.22). We can replace R(t) by the average radius ⟨R(t)⟩,
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<latexit sha1_base64="KmyDBV3JJA/DsgeLeoCl9kwnJWg=">AAAB7nicdVDJSgNBEO2JW4xb1KOXxiB4GmYyicncgl48RjALJGPo6fQkTXoWumuEMOQjvHhQxKvf482/sbMIKvqg4PFeFVX1/ERwBZb1YeTW1jc2t/LbhZ3dvf2D4uFRW8WppKxFYxHLrk8UEzxiLeAgWDeRjIS+YB1/cjX3O/dMKh5HtzBNmBeSUcQDTgloqQN3fQVEDooly3TrrlNxsWU6Nctxq5pY5YpTq2PbtBYooRWag+J7fxjTNGQRUEGU6tlWAl5GJHAq2KzQTxVLCJ2QEetpGpGQKS9bnDvDZ1oZ4iCWuiLAC/X7REZCpaahrztDAmP125uLf3m9FIK6l/EoSYFFdLkoSAWGGM9/x0MuGQUx1YRQyfWtmI6JJBR0QgUdwten+H/SLpv2hVm9qZQal6s48ugEnaJzZKMaaqBr1EQtRNEEPaAn9GwkxqPxYrwuW3PGauYY/YDx9gkIyJAP</latexit>

t?
<latexit sha1_base64="K3cDFWYPI28fzDwAfLwA0vmQ/Zk=">AAAB7nicdVDLSgNBEJyNrxhfUY9eBoPgadnNO7egF48RTCIka5idzCZDZmeXmV4hLPkILx4U8er3ePNvnDwEFS1oKKq66e7yY8E1OM6HlVlb39jcym7ndnb39g/yh0cdHSWKsjaNRKRufaKZ4JK1gYNgt7FiJPQF6/qTy7nfvWdK80jewDRmXkhGkgecEjBSF+76Goga5AuOXXFL5ZKDHbtWrjrFuiFFt1FvlLBrOwsU0AqtQf69P4xoEjIJVBCte64Tg5cSBZwKNsv1E81iQidkxHqGShIy7aWLc2f4zChDHETKlAS8UL9PpCTUehr6pjMkMNa/vbn4l9dLIKh7KZdxAkzS5aIgERgiPP8dD7liFMTUEEIVN7diOiaKUDAJ5UwIX5/i/0mnaLtVu3JdLjQvVnFk0Qk6RefIRTXURFeohdqIogl6QE/o2YqtR+vFel22ZqzVzDH6AevtE+2Uj/0=</latexit>

t?

<latexit sha1_base64="nEu21mpEiSokBX1x+hUuKjepPHo=">AAAB+nicbVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vVJdugkWom5DU+lgWRXBZwT6gDWUynbRDJ5M4c6OW2E9x40IRt36JO//G6WOhrQcuHM65l3vv8WPOFDjOt5FZWl5ZXcuu5zY2t7Z3zPxuXUWJJLRGIh7Jpo8V5UzQGjDgtBlLikOf04Y/uBz7jXsqFYvELQxj6oW4J1jACAYtdcx8G+gjpFd3dvHYLpXx0ahjFhzbmcBaJO6MFNAM1Y751e5GJAmpAMKxUi3XicFLsQRGOB3l2omiMSYD3KMtTQUOqfLSyekj61ArXSuIpC4B1kT9PZHiUKlh6OvOEENfzXtj8T+vlUBw7qVMxAlQQaaLgoRbEFnjHKwuk5QAH2qCiWT6Vov0scQEdFo5HYI7//IiqZds99Q+uSkXKhezOLJoHx2gInLRGaqga1RFNUTQA3pGr+jNeDJejHfjY9qaMWYze+gPjM8fcraS1Q==</latexit>

Eq.(3.24a)
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Eq.(3.24b)

FIGURE 3.14: Crossover in the scaling of the average radius for differ-
ent initial conditions: (a): Average radius for emulsions initialized with
the initial ratio k⟨R(0)⟩/D depicted in (b) (circles at the y-axis, the differ-
ent initial conditions are corresponding to the color code used). We see
a crossover in the scaling laws of the average radius, from the interface-
kinetics (black dashed line) to the diffusion limited regime (grey dashed
line). The crossovers are indicated by a star and the times of the crossover
are t⋆. (b) The ratio kR(t)/D as a function of the average radius is depicted
to document the initial conditions and to appreciate when, due to the in-
crease in the average radius, the system crosses from the interface-kinetics
(blue shaded region) to the diffusion limited regime (grey shaded region).
The crossover is visualized by a star and corresponds to ⟨R(t⋆)⟩. The system

is nondimensionalized as in Eq. (1.22) with τ = ℓ2γ/D.

such that
d⟨R(t)⟩

dt
=

k D

D + k ⟨R(t)⟩
c(0)

c
(0)
in

(
ε− ℓγ

⟨R(t)⟩

)
, (3.23)

where the supersaturation ε = (c− c(0))/c(0). We expect that due to the evolu-
tion of ⟨R(t)⟩, an initial choice of c = c(0) is possible, such that at later times,
ε ≫ ℓγ/⟨R(t)⟩. Thus, we neglect the term ℓγ/⟨R(t)⟩ in Eq. (3.22). Note that the
choice of c(0) should be such that the system is not in the overfeeding regime.
We again identify two regimes through β̃ = k⟨R⟩/D, such that β̃ → ∞ and
β̃ → 0, for the diffusion and interface-kinetic limited case respectively. The
solution of the growth law in Eq. (3.23) is

⟨R(t;∞)⟩ =
(
2
D
(
c− c(0)

)

c
(0)
in

t

)1/2

, (3.24a)

⟨R(t; 0)⟩ = k
(
c− c(0)

)

c
(0)
in

t . (3.24b)
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The average radius follows a t1/2 or a linear growth law in the diffusion and
interface-kinetics limited case, respectively. Fig. 3.14(a) shows these scaling
laws for a few cases that differ in the initialization through the choice of β̃
at t = 0. The measure of the competition between the processes of diffu-
sion to interface-kinetics is the value β̃, which is a measure that changes with
the growth of the emulsion. By tracing the value of β̃, Fig. 3.14(b), during
the evolution of the emulsion we can see how the system is able to cross be-
tween the two asymptotic regimes, Eq. (3.24). We refer to the time point of
the crossover by t⋆, which corresponds to the average radius ⟨R(t⋆)⟩.

For emulsions that are initialized in the diffusion limited regime, k⟨R(0)⟩/D ≫
1 (cyan), the crossover happens at t⋆ → 0. For emulsions that are initialized
in a strong interface-kinetics limited regime, k⟨R(0)⟩/D ≃ 0, we need to wait
for very long times to see the crossover, t⋆ → ∞ (for the red line). But for
intermediate choices of k⟨R(0)⟩/D ≃ 1 a crossover at a measurable time t⋆

is possible. In Fig. 3.14(a) we see a crossover in the scaling of the average
radius at time t⋆ from the linear scaling law to a t1/2 scaling for the choice
of k⟨R(0)⟩/D = 3 · 10−3 (orange solid line). We learn that systems which are
initialized in the interface-kinetics limited growth regime, will eventually fol-
low the diffusion limited coarsening kinetics.

In a similar way, we can estimate the standard deviation σ(t), and the vari-
ance σ2(t). The temporal change of the variance, σ2(t) = ⟨R2(t)⟩ − ⟨R(t)⟩2
is

d

dt
σ2(t) =

d

dt
⟨R2(t)⟩ − 2⟨R(t)⟩ d

dt
⟨R(t)⟩ . (3.25)

We modify the definition of the k-th moment, Eq. (2.58), by the constant num-
ber density n, such that

⟨Rk(t)⟩ = 1

n

∫ ∞

0

dRRkN (R, t) . (3.26)

We substitute the definition of moments into Eq. (3.25) and use the conti-
nuity equation (Eq. (2.53)) for the temporal derivatives of N (R, t). We per-
form partial integration, for which we use vanishing boundary terms (due to
N (R, t) = 0 for R = 0 and R = ∞), and obtain

d

dt
σ2(t) =

2

n

[(∫ ∞

0

dR
DkR

D + k R
N (R, t)

)
− ⟨R⟩

∫ ∞

0

dR
Dk

D + k R
N (R, t)

]
.

(3.27)
In the growth law, Eq. (3.22), we have used the condition ε ≫ ℓγ/R.

For the expressions in the integrals, Eq. (3.27), we identify two regimes which
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FIGURE 3.15: Narrowing distribution function as the emulsion reaches
fixed droplet number density: (a): Standard deviation as a function of
time for emulsions initialized according to a choice in Fig. 3.14(b). Since
the numerical calculations to maintain proper resolution are very slow, by
the dashed orange line we visualize the prediction of the evolution for the
one case (orange solid line). (b) Droplet number density for all cases reaches
the same value. The drop in the number density from the initial value cor-
responds to the amount of droplets between R = 0 and R = Rc that will
dissolve. Due to the critical radius being constant, the emulsion can only

loose this fixed amount of droplets.

are distinguished for every droplet by β = kR/D, such that σ2(t; β). In the
diffusion limited regime, for β → ∞, we obtain,

d

dt
σ2(t;∞) = 2D

c− c(0)

c
(0)
in

(
1− ⟨R⟩

〈
1

R

〉)
. (3.28)

Since 1/R is a convex function, we can use Jansen’s inequality [85], which
implies, ⟨R⟩⟨1/R⟩ ≥ 1. The droplet size distribution function in the diffu-
sion limited regime for emulsions with constant supersaturation will always
narrow,

d

dt
σ2(t;∞) ≤ 0 . (3.29)

Evaluating the integrals in Eq. (3.27) for β → 0, which corresponds to the
interface-kinetics limited regime, gives us

d

dt
σ2(t; 0) = 0 . (3.30)

The standard deviation is constant, and the droplet size distribution function
has a constant width over time. As we have learned, the cases initialized in
the interface-kinetics limited regime, will crossover to the diffusion limited
regime and eventually evolve with a narrowing distribution function. The
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FIGURE 3.16: No self-similar droplet size distribution function in diffu-
sion limited regime: (a): At equidistant time points from t1/τ = 5 · 104 to
t5/τ = 5 · 106, we measure the distribution function for the system with ini-
tial conditions k⟨R(0)⟩/D = 3 · 103, corresponding to the diffusion limited
regime. (b): It is not possible to find a separation ansatz to find a self-similar
solution of the droplet size distribution function. For the nondimensional-

ization we use Eq. (1.22).

results of the narrowing distribution function for systems from Fig. 3.14 are
depicted in Fig. 3.15(a).

Furthermore, Fig. 3.15(b) shows an agreement with our assumption about the
constant number density n. The system is initialized for different choices of
k⟨R(t)⟩/D with the same droplet size distribution function N (R, 0) and the
constant supersaturation ε. During the evolution, we loose some droplets
and settle at a constant droplet number density n. The amount of droplets
lost corresponds to the amount of droplets between R = 0 and R = Rc at
t = 0, a range which due to constant supersaturation is constant in time and
for all cases. The asymptotic number density n is set by the initial conditions
that determined the critical radius,

n =

∫ ∞

Rc

N (R, 0) dR , (3.31)

and stays constant, Fig. 3.15(b).

3.2.2 Universal coarsening kinetics of emulsions with con-

stant supersaturation

In the last part of this chapter, we study the time evolution of the distribution
function in the two asymptotic regimes β → ∞ and β → 0. For emulsions
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FIGURE 3.17: Collapse of the droplet size distribution function in
interface-kinetics limited regime: (a): At equidistant time points from
t1/τ = 1011 to t5/τ = 8 · 1011 we measure the distribution function for
the system with initial conditions k⟨R(0)⟩/D = 3 · 10−7, corresponding to
the interface-kinetics limited regime. (b): The shift in the radial space by
(R − ⟨R⟩), collapses the distribution function on its self-similar shape. The
distribution function has a constant width and moves for every radius R at

the same speed. For the nondimensionalization we use Eq. (1.22).

initialized in the diffusion limited regime, (k⟨R(0)⟩/D = 3 · 103), we again do
not see a possibility of finding a length scale that would allow for a success-
ful separation of the distribution function into the time- and radial depen-
dent scaling function, Fig. 3.16(b). This is due to the same reasons discussed
in Subsect. 3.1.3 for emulsions with constant matter supply in the narrowing
regime. The narrowing distribution function and the constant droplet num-
ber density require a different ansatz for the droplet size distribution function
than the ansatz used for passive emulsions.

For emulsions initialized in the interface-kinetics limited regime (k⟨R(0)⟩/D =

3 · 10−7), the constant standard deviation implies that for all radii the dis-
tribution function moves at the same speed. This speed is defined by the
movement of the average radius, dt⟨R(t)⟩/dt. A shift (R − ⟨R⟩) immobilizes
the distribution function, and we see a collapse at all times, Fig. 3.17(b). As
we have learned, this is temporary, and the system at asymptotic times will
crossover to the diffusion limited regime, which evolves with a narrowing
droplet size distribution function and thus loose the self-similarity.

3.3 Summary

In this chapter, we have learned about coarsening kinetics in emulsions with
matter supply. For a constant supply, we found regimes in which emulsions
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grow with a new scaling law independent of the supply. We derived the
prefactors presented in Tab. 1.1. In both regimes the average radius evolves
with the same time exponent as passive emulsions but with a higher pref-
actor. We found that in the interface-kinetics limited regime the average ra-
dius is shifted compared to passive emulsions, but the shift is independent
of the supply values. Beyond the threshold of the supply discussed in [83],
the droplet size distribution function in the diffusion limited regime narrows,
and the coarsening kinetics is not universal anymore but depends on the sup-
ply and the initial conditions. At the same time, narrowing cannot be reached
in the interface-kinetics limited regime even for very high supply rates. Nar-
rowing poses a challenge in deriving a self-similar form of the droplet size
distribution function. A distribution function that evolves into a delta-peak
corresponds to a monodispersed emulsion which is interesting from the per-
spective of size control. In the later part of the chapter, we choose the mat-
ter supply in such a way as to keep the supersaturation constant. Droplets
are decoupled from each other and grow independently of the whole emul-
sion. Even if we initialize the system in the interface-kinetics limited regime,
the crossover to the diffusion limited regime will always happen for a large
enough system, and the droplet size distribution function will always nar-
row.
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Chapter 4

Coarsening kinetics of chemically-
active emulsions

In Chapt. 3, droplet material was directly added to the system from a mate-
rial reservoir. We now want to address a more general case of matter supply
relevant to chemistry and biology, which consists of a chemical reaction of
multiple components like precursor molecules and fuel that lead to droplet
material supply. Through a fuel-driven chemical reaction, we control the con-
centration and production of the droplet material. Since we keep the system
away from relaxing to its thermodynamic equilibrium due to matter supplied
in a chemical reaction manner, we call such emulsions chemically-active.

We have discussed in Chapt. 1 that droplets present in cells are often subject
to chemical cues that actively control the droplets’ formation and evolution.
These chemical cues often involve a chemical reaction cycle fueled by the hy-
drolysis of ATP and organelles in cells are often actively regulated by ATP-
dependent chemical reaction cycles [86, 19, 87, 88]. To incorporate multiple
components in the emulsion and a fuel-driven reaction cycle, we need to in-
troduce a minimal model and discuss when we can write the mass action law
kinetics. We will discuss a possible chemical realization of the model which
fulfills these conditions. The experimental findings of droplet coarsening ki-
netics in emulsion with fuel-driven chemical reaction cycle are result of the
collaboration with the Boekhoven laboratory. We will analyse these results
together with the model of chemically-active emulsions to understand the
effect of matter supply on the coarsening kinetics of chemically-active emul-
sions.
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4.1 Model for emulsions with fuel-driven chemi-

cal reactions in dilute phase

Fuel (F)

Precursor
(A)

Product
(B)

Droplets
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FIGURE 4.1: Schematic representation of fuel-driven droplet formation:
A chemical reaction cycle in the dilute phase drives the activation of precur-
sor (A) through fuel consumption of to the droplet forming product (B). The
product (B) is unstable, and in reaction with solvent, i.e., hydrolysis reaction
for a water solvent, it is deactivated to the precursor. The reaction rate con-
stants at each arrow, correspond to these reactions respectively. Modified

from [89].

Until now, we were discussing a binary mixture, made of a component that
phase separates in the solvent into a dense and dilute phase. To discuss a
more complicated system, like the one represented in Fig. 4.1, we need to
introduce more components and discuss the chemical reaction cycle. Un-
til now, our phase separating component corresponded to the product (B)
molecules, which was phase separating into droplets. We extend now the
model by precursor (A) and fuel (F), which do not phase separate and are
not present in droplets but are present in the dilute phase. The reaction cy-
cle happens only in the dilute phase and consists of activation through fuel
consumption (forward reaction): A → B, and the deactivation through the
reaction with solvent (backward reaction): B → A.

In the following, we introduce the necessary assumptions and simplifications
the model must fulfill for further discussion. The concentrations cA,B,F,S(t) cor-
respond to the concentrations in the dilute phase of the precursor, product,
fuel and solvent respectively. For the inside phase cA,B,F,S

in accordingly.

Model simplifications and assumptions

1. Strong phase separation: If the solvent (S) is water, we can describe the
strength of the interactions between the molecules and solvent through
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their hydrophobicity. Here we assume that the product (B) is highly
hydrophobic, thus it phase separates strongly and forms droplets in
which the presence of the solvent (and other components such as fuel
or precursor) can be neglected. The other components precursor (A),
fuel (F) are highly hydrophilic, which means they do not phase sep-
arate. The precursor (A) and fuel (F) molecules are as often present
inside the droplets as the solvent is. Thus, we can neglect their concen-
tration inside the droplets, such that cA,F

in ≃ 0. The conditions inside the
droplet, with no space for molecules other than the product, correspond
to a high packing fraction of the order of 0.8. The concentration inside
corresponds to the inverse of the molecular volume of the product ν,
cin ≃ 1/ν. Furthermore, the concentration of the product in the dilute
phase is much lower than in the dense phase, cB(t) ≪ c

(0)
in . The case of

strong phase separation is also reflected in the constant concentration
inside cB

in = c
(0)
in , which is the case we have derived and discussed in

Chapt. 2.

2. Exchange of droplet material: As a consequence of the condition 1,
droplets exchange between each other only the droplet building ma-
terial (B). No fuel, product, or solvent is exchanged during droplet
growth kinetics. The growth law and the discussion of emulsion ki-
netics in Chapt. 2 hold in this limit.

3. Reactions solely in the dilute phase: The reactive components of the
reaction cycle are only present at quantitative relevant levels in the di-
lute phase. Thus, the reaction happens outside the droplets only. The
deactivation reaction can occur at the interface of the droplet. But we
will assume that its effect on the total reaction outcome is negligible.

4. Broken detailed balance condition: The product (B) is activated by
fuel and the thermal pathway of creating B from the precursor (A)
can be neglected. As a result, stationary states are non-equilibrium
steady states, and the system cannot relax to thermodynamic equilib-
rium. Thus, we call the system a chemically-active emulsion.

5. Fast diffusion: The diffusion of precursor, fuel, and the solvent is
very fast compared to droplet growth, so there are no spatial inhomo-
geneities in the concentration profiles. Since droplets can grow in the
diffusion limited regime, the diffusion of the product is relevant for the
exchange of material between the droplets. We can, however, assume
that the product concentration in the dilute phase is very low, and this
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accounts for weak spatial inhomogenities. We assume the concentra-
tion of product in the dilute phase to be quasi-static.

6. Composition independent reaction rate constants: Since there are no
reactions inside the droplets, the reaction rate constants kF,d(c

A, cB, cF, cS)

correspond to the dilute phase only and can be in general composition
dependent. During nucleation, when the concentration of the build-
ing block in the dilute phase is high, the reaction rate constants could
change. However, since we do not consider this regime in our discus-
sion and are interested at times when the components in the phase out-
side the droplets are dilute, we can treat the reaction rate constants kF,d

as constant and thus composition independent. This condition must be
tested in the experimental realization.

In this model, the concentrations of the precursor (A) and fuel (F) change
only due to the activation and deactivation reactions in the dilute phase, and
we can write:

dcA(t)

dt
= −kF c

F(t)cA(t) + kdc(t) , (4.1a)

dcF(t)

dt
= −kF c

F(t)cA(t) . (4.1b)

The concentration of the building block in the dilute phase, changes accord-
ing to the conservation law discussed in Eq. (3.20), where we take into ac-
count how the droplet phase volume fraction Φ(t) changes due to emulsion
growth. Furthermore, the activation and deactivation reactions influence the
conservation law, such that the concentration of the building blocks in the
dilute phase cB(t) changes according to

dcB(t)

dt
= −c

(0)
in

d

dt
Φ(t) + kF c

F(t)cA(t)− kdc
B(t) , (4.2)

where we have used the condition of small droplet phase volume compared
to the total system volume, Vin ≪ V . The droplet phase volume fraction Φ(t)

is defined as
Φ(t) =

∫ ∞

0

4π

3
R3(t)N (R, t)dR , (4.3)

with a time evolution given by

d

dt
Φ(t) =

∫ ∞

0

4πR2(t)Ṙ(t)N (R, t)dR . (4.4)
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FIGURE 4.2: Schematic representation of fuel-driven droplet formation in
the chemical realization: (a): A chemical reaction cycle from Fig. 4.1 has
been extended by waste and water according to the experimental realiza-
tion. (b): List and chemical structure of precursors used in the experiments.

Modified from [89].

This time evolution of the droplet phase volume fraction is only valid in
the regime in which we do not consider nucleation of droplets. This means
that for droplet radii smaller than the critical radius R < Rc(t) droplets will
shrink. In this regime the droplet size distribution function N (R, t) evolves
according to the continuity equation in Eq. (2.53) and for the droplet growth
Ṙ(t) we use Eq. (2.65). Compared to Eq. (3.20), we can see that the term which
corresponded to matter supply, Jc(t), is here given by a time dependent ex-
pression

Jc(t) = kF c
F(t)cA(t)− kdc

B(t) , (4.5)

which is coupled to the time evolution of the other components in the reac-
tion cycle.

Furthermore, the total concentration of the building block (B) is not a con-
stant anymore, but depends on the concentration of the precursor (A), such
that:

ctot = cA(t) + cB(t) + c
(0)
in Φ(t) , (4.6)

where ctot = cA(t = 0) before the start of the reaction cycle.
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4.1.1 Experimental realization of emulsions with fuel-driven

chemical reactions in the dilute phase

The field of fuel-driven self-assembly has recently gained interest. In the
experiment, the self-assembly of molecules is regulated by a chemical reac-
tion cycle that comprises two reactions: a building block activation and de-
activation reaction. In the activation, a precursor molecule is activated for
self-assembly by the irreversible consumption of a chemical fuel. In the de-
activation, the product is reverted to the precursor [86].

The following discussion is based on our work with the Boekhoven group
[89]. Here, we study water-soluble precursor molecules Fig. 4.2(b) in a water
solvent. The reaction cycle Fig. 4.2(a) is driven by hydrolysis of 1-Ethyl-3-
(3-dimethylaminopropyl)carbo-diimide (EDC) as a carbodiimide-based fuel.
The carboxylate-based precursor (A) is activated by a reaction with fuel (F,
EDC). The activation reaction is a two step process involving intramolecular
carboxylate to form the product. The deactivation happens via hydrolysis
of the product [89]. The concentration of the product, fuel and precursor is
measured by HPLC method.

To be able to analyze the results of the experiment and write a correct model,
we need to check how the experimental realization corresponds to the as-
sumptions in 1-6. Starting from this section, we will, for simplicity, drop the
index B in the concentration of the building blocks (product).

Conditions of the experimental realization

1. Oil droplets: The product, during the activation reaction, loses the neg-
atively charged carboxylate group of the precursor, which decreases the
solubility of the product compared to the precursor, and the nucleation
of droplets. The chemical structure of the product is hydrophobic, as
opposed to the hydrophilic structure of the precursor and fuel (EDC).
The packing fraction withing the droplets is very high compared to the
dilute conditions outside. The equilibrium concentration of the droplet
building blocks of the dense phase, c(0)in , is estimated through the molec-
ular volume c

(0)
in ≃ 1/ν for each product and is in agreement with the

measurements. The estimated solubility of the droplet building blocks,
c(0), is for all products in the order of 1mM, whereas c(0)in ≃ 1M. The con-
centration of the other compounds in the dilute phase, cA,F(t) ≃ 10mM,
is dilute compared to the conditions inside the droplets. The droplets
in the experimental conditions are oil droplets.
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As a result of fulfilled condition 1, the conditions 2 and 3 follow directly.
Droplets only exchange the product material with each other, and the re-
action between the precursor and fuel, as well as product and water, hap-
pens only in the dilute phase. The estimate of the total number of product
molecules (B) at the droplet interface Nint, compared to the total amount of
molecules in the dilute phase Nout in the experiments is, Nout ≃ 105 ·Nint. The
difference amounts for five orders of magnitude, and we can neglect the ef-
fect of hydrolysis at the droplet interface to the hydrolysis in the dilute phase.

4. Broken detailed balance condition: Without the fuel, the backward
reaction (deactivation) has a very low chemical equilibrium constant,
Keq = c(t)/cA(t) ≃ 10−3 [89]. As soon as there is fuel and we activate a
lot of B, we can neglect the pathway of A → B compared to the reaction
with fuel.

5. Fast diffusion: The diffusion of all reactants is D = 500µm2/s. Fur-
thermore, the distance between the droplets is ℓint ≃ 30µm. For the
deactivation reaction, ℓdeact =

√
D/kd ≃ 300µm, such that ℓdeact ≫ ℓint is

well fulfilled, and the diffusion between the droplets is fast compared
to chemical reactions.

6. Composition independent reaction rate constants: The reaction rate
constants kF,d have been estimated through experimental measurements
and do not show a dependence on the composition [90]. Even in the
regimes where the concentration profile of the components changes
strongly, the experimental data can be well described using kF,d = const.
Thus, the dependence on the composition must be very weak in the
regimes we are discussing, and we chose to approximate them as con-
stants.

There are two additional conditions the experimental realization satisfies. In
the chemical reaction cycle, there are typically waste and intermediate prod-
ucts, depicted in Fig. 4.2. However, for the following reasons, we can neglect
their impact on the reaction cycle.

• Waste: The hydrolysis of fuel, during which waste (EDU) is produced,
occurs at the lowest reaction rate compared to all other reactions. The
half-life of fuel is in the order of a day, and experiments are conducted
within a few hours. Thus, in the regime we are looking at, the hydroly-
sis of fuel into the waste can be neglected. Furthermore, for some prod-
ucts, the hydrolysis into precursor produces waste. The time-frame of
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the experiments has been adjusted such that these effects can be ne-
glected and do not cause any problems in the measurements. However,
the production of waste limits the possible observational time in the ex-
periments, especially for the continuously-fuelled experiments, which
we will discuss in more detail.

• Short-lived intermediate product: The reaction between precursor and
fuel involves an intermediate step of an intermediate product that is
short-lived and reacts quickly to the precursor and product. The inter-
mediate product is quasi-static, and in the approximation, it is incorpo-
rated into a yield factor λ, such that

A
λkF cF

GGGGGGGGGGBFGGGGGGGGGG

kd
B , (4.7)

the precursor is activated by fuel, and the product is deactivated by hy-
drolysis. The yield factor λ is estimated from the reaction rate constants
of the intermediate reaction and for all cases is in the order of λ ≃ 0.8

[89].

Given these conditions, the experimental realization can be described by the
model in Eq. (4.2) and Eq. (4.1) with the modification of Eq. (4.7).

4.2 Experimentally observed acceleration of coars-

ening in chemically-active emulsions

In experiments, fuel was supplied in two ways: In single-fuelled emulsions,
fuel was supplied only once to the mixture of solvent and precursor molecules
Fig. 4.3(a). The publication in Ref. [89] refers to this set-up as one-batch mode.
In the second method, called continuously-fuelled emulsions, fuel was sup-
plied after the initial batch of fuel at equal time intervals, in such a way as to
maintain the fuel concentration constant, Fig. 4.4(a). We distinguish between
two set-ups, single- and continuously-fuelled emulsions.

The difference between these two set-ups is visible in the results of the total
product concentration (B) that accounts for the product in the dilute phase
and the droplet phase, Fig. 4.3(b) and Fig. 4.4(b). In single-fuelled experi-
ments, the total concentration of product increases while the fuel is depleted.
Once the fuel has been completely used, the product reaches its maximum
concentration. Now, the forward reaction cannot happen anymore, and the



Chapter 4. Coarsening kinetics of chemically-active emulsions 86

150100500

8

6

4

2

0

[P
ro

du
ct

] (
m

M
)

Time [min]

<latexit sha1_base64="RDrnGtpf4PiWJm8eeprywWKm9mM=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJeyKr2PQi8cI5oFJCLOT2WTI7Owy0yuGJX/hxYMiXv0bb/6Nk2QPmljQUFR1093lx1IYdN1vZ2l5ZXVtPbeR39za3tkt7O3XTZRoxmsskpFu+tRwKRSvoUDJm7HmNPQlb/jDm4nfeOTaiEjd4yjmnZD2lQgEo2ilhzbyJ0xL9GTcLRTdsjsFWSReRoqQodotfLV7EUtCrpBJakzLc2PspFSjYJKP8+3E8JiyIe3zlqWKhtx00unFY3JslR4JIm1LIZmqvydSGhozCn3bGVIcmHlvIv7ntRIMrjqpUHGCXLHZoiCRBCMyeZ/0hOYM5cgSyrSwtxI2oJoytCHlbQje/MuLpH5a9i7K53dnxcp1FkcODuEISuDBJVTgFqpQAwYKnuEV3hzjvDjvzsesdcnJZg7gD5zPH1H8kLM=</latexit>

(a)
<latexit sha1_base64="/tTlddFi10QdICIRV/sBHdL5Dc0=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJeyKr2PQi8cI5oFJCLOT2WTI7Owy0yuGJX/hxYMiXv0bb/6Nk2QPmljQUFR1093lx1IYdN1vZ2l5ZXVtPbeR39za3tkt7O3XTZRoxmsskpFu+tRwKRSvoUDJm7HmNPQlb/jDm4nfeOTaiEjd4yjmnZD2lQgEo2ilhzbyJ0xL/sm4Wyi6ZXcKski8jBQhQ7Vb+Gr3IpaEXCGT1JiW58bYSalGwSQf59uJ4TFlQ9rnLUsVDbnppNOLx+TYKj0SRNqWQjJVf0+kNDRmFPq2M6Q4MPPeRPzPayUYXHVSoeIEuWKzRUEiCUZk8j7pCc0ZypEllGlhbyVsQDVlaEPK2xC8+ZcXSf207F2Uz+/OipXrLI4cHMIRlMCDS6jALVShBgwUPMMrvDnGeXHenY9Z65KTzRzAHzifP1OCkLQ=</latexit>

(b)

C8SA 60 min C8SA 155 minC8SA 30 minC8SA 5 min

20 µm

<latexit sha1_base64="InS4YOaE6zoPNImPN0SmMmndlzs=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJeyKr2PQi8cI5oFJCLOT2WTI7Owy0yuGJX/hxYMiXv0bb/6Nk2QPmljQUFR1093lx1IYdN1vZ2l5ZXVtPbeR39za3tkt7O3XTZRoxmsskpFu+tRwKRSvoUDJm7HmNPQlb/jDm4nfeOTaiEjd4yjmnZD2lQgEo2ilhzbyJ0xL7GTcLRTdsjsFWSReRoqQodotfLV7EUtCrpBJakzLc2PspFSjYJKP8+3E8JiyIe3zlqWKhtx00unFY3JslR4JIm1LIZmqvydSGhozCn3bGVIcmHlvIv7ntRIMrjqpUHGCXLHZoiCRBCMyeZ/0hOYM5cgSyrSwtxI2oJoytCHlbQje/MuLpH5a9i7K53dnxcp1FkcODuEISuDBJVTgFqpQAwYKnuEV3hzjvDjvzsesdcnJZg7gD5zPH1UIkLU=</latexit>

(c)

0 20 40 60 800
2
4
6
8
10

Time

[E
DC

] (
m

M
)

Time [min]

<latexit sha1_base64="d2o+KGrpmKExmHg4FGfZtHus47g=">AAAB83icbVDLSgNBEJz1GeMr6tHLYhA8hV3xdQx68RjBPCC7hNlJJxkyM7vM9ErCkt/w4kERr/6MN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e6KEsENet63s7K6tr6xWdgqbu/s7u2XDg4bJk41gzqLRaxbETUguII6chTQSjRQGQloRsO7qd98Am14rB5xnEAoaV/xHmcUrRRgJ0AYYSbpaNIplb2KN4O7TPyclEmOWqf0FXRjlkpQyAQ1pu17CYYZ1ciZgEkxSA0klA1pH9qWKirBhNns5ol7apWu24u1LYXuTP09kVFpzFhGtlNSHJhFbyr+57VT7N2EGVdJiqDYfFEvFS7G7jQAt8s1MBRjSyjT3N7qsgHVlKGNqWhD8BdfXiaN84p/Vbl8uChXb/M4CuSYnJAz4pNrUiX3pEbqhJGEPJNX8uakzovz7nzMW1ecfOaI/IHz+QPF9JIu</latexit>

tmax

FIGURE 4.3: Schematic of the set-up and results in single-fuelled experi-
ments: (a): Schematic of the single-fuelled set-up. The pipette corresponds
to the fuel supply at the beginning of the experiment. Droplets emerge,
grow, and, after a coarsening phase, dissolve, when the total concentration
of product has been fully depleted. (b): Total concentration of product and
fuel measured by HPLC method. The product initially increases (ligt blue
region) and after reaching maximum concentration decreases linearly (red
region). The concentration of fuel (EDC) decreases from its initial value un-
til it is completely used. Markers correspond to experimental data and the
solid lines to the theoretical model. (c): Micrographs at several time points
in the cycle described in (b). The results (b), (c) are for the precursor C8SA.

Modified from [89].

product can be only deactivated. Its concentration decreases until the emul-
sion fully dissolves. For continuously-fuelled experiments, due to supply of
fuel at constant time intervals, it is possible to maintain a semi-fixed con-
centration of fuel and of the product. We will now try to approximate the
average droplet volume and compare it to classical Ostwald ripening, which
for a diffusion limited growth valid in these experiments, is a good reference
case.

4.2.1 Estimation of the average volume

In order to understand the coarsening kinetics of emulsions in the experi-
mental realization, we make a theoretical estimate of the average volume for
both set-ups.

For both cases, the time evolution of the droplet phase volume fraction Φ(t),
Eq. (4.3), in the quasi-static regime discussed in the earlier sections, ċ(t) ≃ 0,
for the droplet material (B) in the dilute phase, simplifies to Eq. (2.63), which
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FIGURE 4.4: Schematic of the set-up and results in continuously-fuelled
experiments: (a): Schematic of the continuously-fuelled set-up. The pipette
corresponds to the fuel supply at the beginning of the experiment and later
at equal time intervals. Droplets emerge, grow, and continuously coarsen.
(b): Total concentration of product and fuel measured by HPLC method.
The product increases and after reaching a maximum maintains constant
concentration. The concentration of fuel (EDC) decreases from its initial
value and through the continuous supply maintains a constant concentra-
tion. Markers correspond to experimental data and the solid line to the
theoretical model. (c): Micrographs at several time points in the cycle de-
scribed in (b). The results (b), (c) are for the precursor C8SA. Modified from

[89].

states
dΦ(t)

dt
=

Jc(t)

c
(0)
in

. (4.8)

For the single-fuelled experiments, we can focus on the regime when fuel
has been completely depleted, which corresponds to t = tmax in Fig. 4.3(b).
For cF(t) = 0, the matter supply Jc(t) from Eq. (4.5) has only the contribution
from the degradation reaction. In the quasi-static approximation, the concen-
tration of the droplet material in the dilute phase in the presence of droplets
can be approximated by its equilibrium value, c(t) ≃ c(0), such that,

Jc = −kdc
(0) . (4.9)

In this regime, when fuel has been depleted, for t ≥ tmax the droplet phase
volume fraction,

Φ(t) =
1

c
(0)
in

(
λcF(0)− c(0) − kdc

(0)(t− tmax)
)
, (4.10)
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where the term (λcF(0) − c(0)) estimates the amount of product (B) that has
been produced by the initial amount of fuel cF(0), given the yield factor λ. We
subtracted the minimal droplet material needed for phase separation, which
is the solubility c(0). We can write the average volume as,

⟨V (t)⟩ = Φ(t)V

N(t)
, (4.11)

with the total number of droplets N(t), which must be still estimated. In ex-
periments, the total system volume was estimated to V = 6·105µm3. In exper-
iments, the droplet size distribution function in both set-ups was broadening
(which we will discuss in detail in the next section), and the total number
of droplets decreased linearly [89]. As we have learned from Eq. (2.69) the
number of droplets changes due to dissolution events, and by estimating the
timescale of droplet dissolution τd we can approximate

N(t) = η
τd

t
, (4.12)

where η contains the numerical factor from the integration over the droplet
size distribution function and all other constants. For passive emulsions in
the diffusion-limited regime,

N0(t) = V
3Φ

4πRc(t)3

∫∞
0

h(ρ)dρ∫∞
0

ρ3h(ρ)dρ
, (4.13)

where the subscript 0 corresponds to passive emulsions. We have used the
definition of the droplet number density in Eq. (2.55), the separation ansatz
valid in the diffusion limited regime, together with the result in Eq. (2.71).
The critical radius for passive emulsions is Rc(t)

3 = (4/9)Dℓγc
(0)t/c

(0)
in , and

the droplet phase volume fraction is approximately constant, Φ ≃ const. For
passive emulsions we can choose to write

τd,0
t

= 3V
Φ

4πRc(t)3
, (4.14)

such that η0 =
∫∞
0

h(ρ)dρ/
∫∞
0

ρ3h(ρ)dρ. Using the solution of the droplet size
distribution function for passive emulsion η0 = 0.885. For the single-fuelled
set-up, we estimated η for all experiments through a fit to data and found
η = 12.5 [89], which can be expected to correspond to η ≈ 4π.

To approximate τd, consider an emulsion of one droplet only. The droplet
phase volume fraction for a single droplet Φs(t), changes according to Eq. (4.8)



Chapter 4. Coarsening kinetics of chemically-active emulsions 89

with Jc(t) given by Eq. (4.9), such that

dΦs(t)

dt
= −kd

c(0)

c
(0)
in

. (4.15)

It follows, that the time scale of droplet dissolution is

τd ≃ Φsc
(0)
in

kdc(0)
. (4.16)

In experiments, we approximate Φs by considering the early stage of droplet
kinetics and measuring an average-sized droplet captured in a box whose
size corresponds to the interdroplet distance ℓint. There, Φs ≃ 2 · 10−3 [89].
Alternatively, taking into account the physicochemical properties of the reac-
tants and the initial conditions of the experiments, Φs can be estimated using
the conservation law Eq. 4.6 and assuming that most of the precursor has
turned over to products. Under the condition c(t) ≃ c(0) and c(0) ≪ c

(0)
in ,

follows Φs = ctot/c
(0)
in . We crosscheck and validate this estimation with the

approximation of Φs ≃ 2 · 10−3, which is valid for all reactants.

The estimate of the average volume ⟨V (t)⟩ from Eq. (4.11), using Eq. (4.16)
and Eq. (4.10), is [89]

⟨V (t)⟩ = ⟨V (tmax)⟩+
V

η

kdc
(0)(t− tmax)

c
(0)
in

(
1− kdc

(0)(t− tmax)

λcF(0)− c(0)

)
, (4.17)

where for Φs we have used ctot = (λcF(0)− c(0)), valid for t ≥ tmax. This result
is in agreement with the experimental results and reflects the parabolic shape
of the average volume Fig. 4.5(a) (red line: Eq. (4.17), dots: experiments).
The estimation has been applied to the measurements of the average volume
for all precursors used in the single-fuelled experiment. In total, there were
seven different precursors used, for which the estimate was in a very good
quantitative agreement [89].

For the continuously-fuelled experiments, we estimate the average volume
analogously. The main difference is that the droplet phase volume fraction
Φ(t) is directly estimated from the conservation law of the total material
Eq. (4.6). For the condition c(t) ≃ c(0), we can solve Eq. (4.6) for Φ(t),

Φ(t) =
1

c
(0)
in

(
ctot − c(0)

(
cA(t)

c(0)
− 1

))
. (4.18)

For continuously-fuelled set-ups, the quasi-static concentration of fuel Fig. 4.4(b)
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FIGURE 4.5: Agreement of theoretical approximation of the average
droplet volume with experiments: The average droplet volume against
time for C8SA. The markers represent the data measured by image analysis
software in three repeated experiments. The black line represents the av-
erage of the repeated experiments. The blue line corresponds to Ostwald
ripening. (a): Single-fuelled experiment. The theoretically estimated av-
erage droplet volume from Eq. (4.17) is depicted by red solid line. The
region where fuel has been depleted is depicted by the red shaded area,
in contrary to the blue shaded region, which corresponds to t < tmax.
(b): Continuously-fuelled experiment. The theoretically estimated average
droplet volume from Eq. (4.21) is depicted by red solid line. Modified from

[89].

implies that there is a stationary fuel concentration cF,0.

For c(t) ≃ c(0), Eq. (4.1a) results thus in a stationary concentration of the pre-
cursor cA,0, which is given by

cA,0 =
kdc

(0)

λkFcF,0 , (4.19)

where the constant concentration of cF,0 is estimated from the concentration
profiles. Note, that under these conditions, the matter supply in Eq. (4.5),
Jc(t) ≃ kFc

F,0cA,0 − kdc
(0). The stationary conditions of the concentration pro-

files of fuel and precursor, correspond to vanishing matter supply, Jc(t) = 0.
The droplet phase volume fraction Φ(t) from Eq. (4.18), using the quasi-
stationary concentration profile of the precursor Eq. (4.19) [89],

Φ(t) =
1

c
(0)
in

(
ctot − c(0)

(
kd

λkFcF,0 − 1

))
. (4.20)

For the total droplet number N(t) we can use the same arguments as be-
fore, with N(t) = ητd/(bt). The factor η = 12.5 as before, obtained from
the fit to data. We expect the dissolution timescale to be shorter than in the
single-fuelled experiments, and b > 1 accounts for this difference. This is
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due to additional activation events to the product, which were absent in the
single-fuelled experiments. The parameter b is estimated as the relative in-
crease of the slope of the average volume in the continuously-fuelled com-
pared to single-fuelled experiments. In the experiments we find: (C6SA)
b = 3.84, (C8SA) b = 2.89, (C10SA) b = 4.29. For the estimate of the dissolution
timescale τd in Eq. (4.16) we calculate the droplet phase volume fraction Φs

from Eq. (4.20).

For the average volume ⟨V (t)⟩ from Eq. (4.11), by plugging in the results for
the droplet phase volume fraction and the droplet number, the estimate sim-
plifies to [89],

⟨V (t)⟩ = b V

η

kdc
(0)

c
(0)
in

t , (4.21)

where the linear growth is consistent with the experimental results, Fig. 4.5(b)
(red line: Eq. (4.21), dots: experiment).

4.2.2 Collapse of the acceleration of coarsening

For the comparison of the experimental data to the theoretical estimates Eq. (4.11)
and Eq. (4.21) in the two regimes, respectively, we have additionally depicted
the average volume for Ostwald ripening, calculated using the physicochem-
ical properties of the product (blue line in in Fig. 4.5(a),(c)). The average
volume for Ostwald ripening can be approximated ⟨V (t)⟩0 = (4π/3)⟨R(t)⟩30,
where the average radius corresponds to the result in Eq. (1.17a), such that

⟨V (t)⟩0 =
4π

3

(
4

9

Dc(0)ℓγ

c
(0)
in

)
t , (4.22)

where the diffusion constant D, and the equilibrium concentrations are known
for each experiment. The capillary length ℓγ , discussed in Eq. (1.9),

ℓγ =
2γ

kBTc
(0)
in

, (4.23)

is calculated for each product after measuring its surface tension γ. The re-
sults in Fig. 4.5(a),(b) show that the coarsening kinetics of emulsions in ex-
periments, in the regime when the growth is linear exceeds the prediction of
Ostwald ripening (blue line).

We want to estimate the acceleration of coarsening between the coarsening
of active and passive emulsions. We assume that the average volume ⟨V (t)⟩
in the chemically-active emulsions has both a contribution from coarsening
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coming from Ostwald ripening, ⟨V (t)⟩0 as well as from the active growth
⟨V (t)⟩a, from Eq. (4.11) and Eq. (4.21). We can thus write ⟨V (t)⟩ = ⟨V (t)⟩0 +
⟨V (t)⟩a, and the acceleration of coarsening m is defined as,

m =
⟨V (t)⟩
⟨V (t)⟩0

= 1 +
⟨V (t)⟩a

⟨V (t)⟩0
. (4.24)

For the comparison of the active and passive growth, we are only interested
in the regime where the average droplet volume grows linearly. We use the
results in Eq. (4.11) for the linear growth and Eq. (4.21) as well as Eq. (4.22)
accordingly and write,

m = 1 +
9

8

V kBT

(4π/3)η

kdc
(0)
in γ

c(0)




1

b
, (4.25)

where V , kBT and η are the same in all experiments. Since the different pre-
cursors and products vary in their physicochemical properties reflected in kd,
c
(0)
in γ and c(0), we want to write the expression for m in terms of a rescaled

variable, which holds all active parameters of the reactants. We define a ref-
erence surface tension, γref, which corresponds in value to the surface tension
of C8SA. We can then define a rescaled deactivation rate reff,

reff = kd
c
(0)
in

c(0)
γ

γref
, (4.26)

such that the acceleration of coarsening m in Eq. (4.25) becomes, [89]

m = 1 +
9

8

V kBTγref

(4π/3)η
reff




1

b
, (4.27)

In Fig. 4.6, we show a plot of the result in Eq. (4.27) for b = 1 (single-fuelled
experiments, light red line) and a choice of b = 2.95 (continuously-fuelled,
dark red line). For Ostwald ripening, m = 1 and is depicted as a reference
(blue line). In the same figure, we show the experimentally measured values
of m by directly reading off the linear growth rate of the average volume for
every experiment and comparing it to the prefactor of the average volume in
Ostwald ripening.
The experimental results and the theoretical estimate match each other very
well. There is an excellent quantitative agreement; additionally, products
from the same physicochemical family of similar properties are found to clus-
ter into groups in the vicinity of a common parameter regime. Through the
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FIGURE 4.6: Collapse of the acceleration of coarsening as a function
of rescaled deactivation rate: Acceleration of coarsening against the
rescaled deactivation rate when products are subjected to single-fuel (red)
or continuous-fuel (dark red). The products are grouped into families by
common physicochemical properties (blue, yellow, green, red). The mark-
ers corresponds to the experimental measurements, with the error bars cor-
responding to the standard deviation from the average of the experiments.
The solid lines correspond to Eq. (4.27), the blue solid line is the acceleration

of coarsening for Ostwald ripening. Modified from [89].

estimations, we were able to understand that the active chemical reaction cy-
cle regulates the increase in the average droplet volume. The deactivation
reaction determines the time scale of droplet dissolution, and its possible to
collapse the acceleration of coarsening using the physicochemical properties
of the product material and the deactivation rate constant. We will now use
the numerical calculations of the evolution of the droplet size distribution
function, to better understand how the experimentally observed acceleration
of coarsening is reflected in the theory of emulsions with matter supply.

4.3 Transient acceleration of coarsening in chemically-

active emulsions

To understand the mechanism of accelerated coarsening in chemically-active
emulsions, we solve numerically the continuity equation for the droplet size
distribution function N (R, t) as discussed in Chapt. 1, Eq. (1.21). We ex-
tend the model by adding the evolution of fuel and precursor, which follow
Eq.(4.1), and for the droplet material, we extend the conservation law by the
chemical reaction cycle in Eq. (4.2). As before for the time and radial compo-
nents we use the nondimensional form, t → t/(ℓ2γ/D) and R → R/ℓγ , such
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FIGURE 4.7: Acceleration of the average volume in the single-fuelled set-
up: (a): In the single-fuelled conditions, we find the acceleration of the av-
erage volume five-fold compared to Ostwald ripening. The solution of the
model (red solid line) is depicted together with the average volume for Ost-
wald ripening (light blue dashed line). The light blue dashed area corre-
sponds to the regime where fuel is still present, which is depleted at t = t⋆.
In the red shaded area the matter supply due to lack of fuel is negative. (b):
The number density in the single-fuelled set-up (orange solid line) decreases
faster as in passive systems (Ostwald ripening, light blue dashed line). The

time is t rescaled by τ = ℓ2γ/D, and the length by ℓγ .

that the nondimensional growth law Eq. (1.15) is

d

dt
R(t) =

k

1 + k R(t)

c
(0)
out

c
(0)
in

(
ε(t)− 1

R(t)

)
, (4.28)

where the supersaturation, ε(t)c(0) = (c(t) − c(0)). For the numerical calcula-
tions we chose: ℓγ = 0.001µm, D = 5 ·102µm2/s, which correspond the exper-
imental conditions. For the diffusion limited case the choice of k = 1020µm/s,
fulfills the condition Dℓγ ≪ k. The choice of the equilibrium concentration in
the dense and dilute phase corresponds to the experimental values of C8SA,
c
(0)
in = 5000mM, c(0)out = 0.15mM. The choice of the reaction rate constants is in

the regime of the experimental values.

We initialize the system with an initial amount of precursor and fuel, first
without droplets, and calculate how much fuel and precursor are used to pro-
duce enough product to phase separate. The threshold is chosen c(t) = 3·c(0).
When this condition is reached, the emulsion is initialized with a droplet size
distribution function which corresponds to the LSW-theory solution for the
diffusion limited case (Ostwald ripening). Since with our method we cannot
study the regime of nucleation, the solution of the distribution function for
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FIGURE 4.8: Acceleration of the average volume in the continuously-
fuelled set-up: (a): In the continuously-fuelled conditions, we find the ac-
celeration of the average volume five-fold and ten-fold compared to Ost-
wald ripening. The solution of the model (blue and black solid line) is de-
picted together with the average volume for Ostwald ripening (light blue
dashed line). The blue line corresponds to a lower choice of the degradation
rate constant kd,black = 1.14kd,blue and the time t⋆ refers to this system. The
observation is consistent with the prediction that a higher deactivation rate
constant leads to higher acceleration of coarsening. (b): The matter supply
in continuously-fuelled set-up (black solid line) decreases to Jc(t) = 0 at
t = t⋆. The concentration of fuel (red dashed line) is maintained constant.
The data correspond to the system depicted by blue solid line in (a). The
time is t rescaled by τ = ℓ2γ/D, the length by ℓγ and the concentration by

c(0).

Ostwald ripening seems a natural choice. We initialize the emulsions with
cF(0) = 45mM and cP(0) = 724.5mM. This condition is higher than in the
experiments, but due to the nature of the system we solve and the lack of
the nucleation regime, we need to add much more material for the already
existing droplets to notice the matter supply and the chemical reactions.

Given these conditions, we study the evolution of single- and continuously-
fuelled emulsions. The results for the single-fuelled set-up are depicted in
Fig. 4.7. We find the acceleration of the average volume, which can be five-
fold of the Ostwald ripening. The power law of the average volume does
not change, and the acceleration comes through the higher prefactor only, as
predicted in Subsect. 4.2.1. The red shaded region in Fig. 4.7(a) corresponds
to a regime when fuel has been depleted. The time t = t⋆ corresponds to the
time when cF(t ≥ t⋆) = 0. In experiments we referred to this time as tmax,
since it was measured when the total product concentration reached its max-
imum value. Beyond this time, the degradation of the product dominates
the matter supply, which is now negative Jc(t ≥ t⋆) < 0. The shape of the
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average volume has similarities to the parabolic shape from Fig. 4.18(a). The
presence of the deactivation reaction, as expected through the estimate of the
time scale of droplet dissolution τd in Eq. 4.16, causes droplets to dissolve
faster than in Ostwald ripening Fig. 4.7(b). Since matter supply is negative,
the single-fuelled emulsion evolves further until its complete dissolution.

For the continuously-fuelled emulsion, we fix the fuel concentration to a con-
stant before the fuel has been completely depleted. The fuel concentration is
chosen in such a way as to correspond to the quasi-static concentration of fuel
in experiments, cF,0 = 1.5mM. The results of the average volume in Fig. 4.8(a)
show that, as expected, the emulsion will not dissolve in contrary to single-
fuelled set-up. We find in the initial regime, for t < t⋆, a ten-fold acceleration
in coarsening compared to Ostwald ripening (black solid line in Fig. 4.8(a)).
At the time t = t⋆, although the concentration of fuel is maintained constant,
the matter supply becomes zero, Jc(t > t⋆) = 0, Fig. 4.8(b). This is con-
sistent with the discussion of the quasi-static concentration profiles of fuel
and precursor, which will lead to matter supply reaching Jc(t) = 0. As we
can expect, under this condition, the system will not dissolve, since for the
dissolution matter supply must be negative. However it will relax from the
accelerated coarsening towards the passive system. At late times, we find
that the average volume approaches Ostwald ripening Fig. 4.8(a) (light blue
dashed line).
Consistent with the experimental results, we find that in the continuously-
fuelled emulsions, the acceleration of coarsening can be higher than in the
single-fuelled experiments. In both cases, the average volume evolves with
the same power law as in passive systems. Furthermore, in the continuously-
fuelled case, the emulsion will not dissolve, contrary to single-fuelled exper-
iments. We have learned that at very long times, which are not accessible
to the experiments, emulsions in the continuously-fuelled experiments will
always relax to the passive emulsions described in the diffusion limited case
by Ostwald ripening. The increase in the dilute concentration of the droplet
material c(t) due to a constant matter supply through the forward reaction,
and the growth of droplets, balance out the effect of the forward reaction in
the matter supply term, such that Jc(t) = kFc

F,0cA,0 − kdc(t), becomes zero.

As the last comparison to experiments, we look at the evolution of the droplet
size distribution function N (R, t) for the experiments Fig. 4.9 and the model
Fig. 4.10, in the single-fuelled and continuously-fuelled set-ups, (a) and (b)
respectively. In experiments, it was possible to measure the number of droplets
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FIGURE 4.9: Size distribution histograms for single- and continuously fu-
elled experiments: The distribution of droplet volumes at different times
measured for C8SA. The colors of the lines correspond to the times of the
measurement. (a): Single-fuelled experiment. (b): Continuously-fuelled ex-

periment. Taken from [89].

having a particular droplet volume and represent the data in a form of a his-
togram. It is not the same measure as the droplet size distribution function,
but it tells about the qualitative feature of the distribution of droplet sizes. In
Fig. 4.9 we see that in both set-ups the amplitude of the number of droplets
is decreasing, indicating that droplets dissolve, and the tail of the function
is moving towards right. This indicates a broadening in the droplet size dis-
tribution function. For the model, we see analogous results for both set-ups.
We choose time points, (t1 − t4), that in both cases are equally spread around
t⋆, not too close to the initial stage nor too far in the dissolution regime for
the single-fuelled set-up. We plot the droplet size distribution function as a
function of the droplet volume, to be consistent with the experiments. We
find that the droplet size distribution function is broadening, droplets are
dissolving and the number is decreasing. As we have learned in Chapt. 3, for
the distribution function to narrow, the matter supply must exceed a fixed
threshold. Here, matter supply is high only in the initial regime, and later
decreases to negative values or 0. Thus, the distribution function here is not
expected to narrow.

4.4 Summary

In this chapter we discussed the effect of a chemical reaction cycle on mat-
ter supply and on the coarsening kinetics of emulsions. We discussed how
the reaction cycle changes the conservation law and the droplet kinetics.
Through an experimental realization it was possible to find acceleration in
the coarsening kinetics for chemically-active emulsions. The prefactor of the
scaling law of the average volume increased compared to passive emulsions.
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(b)

FIGURE 4.10: Droplet size distribution function in single- and
continuously-fuelled set-ups: For the model fulfilling the conditions of the
single- and continuously-fuelled conditions, we measure the droplet size
distribution function at times t1/τ = 0.2·104 (black solid line), t2/τ = 0.4·104
(red), t3/τ = 0.6 · 104 (purple) and t4/τ = 0.8 · 104 (blue), where τ = ℓ2γ/D
The arrows indicate how the amplitude is decreasing over time, due to de-
creasing droplet number and that the distribution function is broadening.

(a): Single-fuelled set up. (b): Continuously-fuelled set up.

On the other hand, the power law in time for the average volume is the same
as in passive systems. We understood how the chemical reaction, especially
the deactivation reaction and the physicochemical conditions of the experi-
mental realization influence the acceleration of coarsening. Furthermore, by
solving the model numerically, we found that the acceleration of coarsening
is only transient. Droplets either dissolve after the acceleration regime in the
single-fuelled set-ups or relax towards passive systems at very late times in
the continuously-fuelled cases. The observed acceleration is relevant only at
short time scales. In the experimental realization of the continuously-fuelled
set-ups, these late times cannot be reached.
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Chapter 5

Summary and future outlook

This thesis is dedicated to the coarsening of emulsions under conditions of
matter supply. In the first part, in Chapt. 1, we defined an emulsion and
its different stages of evolution. After exploring the physics of liquid-liquid
phase separation, we have learned about the coarsening kinetics in passive
emulsions, what is the scaling law of the average droplet radius in the two
asymptotic regimes of the droplet growth law: the diffusion limited and the
interface-kinetics limited growth. Furthermore, we have learned about the
solution of the droplet size distribution function and its self-similarity in pas-
sive emulsions. Emulsions are present in cells, which are active systems, and
because active systems are often subject to matter and energy supply, we de-
cided to explore the effect of matter supply on emulsion coarsening kinetics.

The next chapter, Chapt. 2, was dedicated to the theory of single droplet
growth kinetics, which was later used to construct the theory of emulsion
coarsening kinetics with broken conservation law. We derived a complete
theoretical framework that describes the growth of a single droplet consid-
ering the scenarios of the diffusion or the interface-kinetics limited growth.
We focused on a special case of constant conditions inside the droplet. After
deriving the full picture of single droplet growth kinetics, we derived the the-
ory of emulsion kinetics, where we look at an ensemble of droplets sharing
the same concentration field in the dilute phase. The concentration shared
by the droplets changes additionally to the growth of the emulsion due to
a general matter supply term. We have derived how a single droplet grows
in such emulsion given the conditions of matter supply. The discussion is
only valid for homogeneous matter supply in the dilute phase. We found
that even with matter supply it is possible to find the solution of the critical
radius, and how it evolves in time. The solution is the same as in passive
emulsions as long as the critical radius is not constant and the distribution
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TABLE 5.1: Summary of coarsening kinetics in emulsions with different
matter supply: Table summarising asymptotic scaling laws for the aver-
age radius ⟨R(t)⟩ and the droplet number density n(t), and whether the
distribution function is narrowing or broadening in emulsions under differ-
ent constraints. We differentiate between the two processes that define the
growth law, diffusion limited and interface-kinetics limited regime. The ta-
ble has been introduced in Chapt. 1 and we have now added the information
about the droplet number density n(t). Through the numerical calculations,
we were able to determine the value of ξint ≈ 1.39, which is fixed and in-
dependent of the supply. However, ξdiff remains undetermined and has a

more pronounced dependence on the supply.

function is broadening. The solution of the critical radius is very robust, and
the perturbations which can occur due to matter supply, have only transient
effect. The solution of the critical radius determines the power law of the
average radius. Thus, even with matter supply it is very difficult to change
the scaling exponent in the power law of the average radius compared to
passive emulsions. Due to the broken conservation law of the total droplet
material and an increasing droplet phase volume fraction it is not possible to
solve analytically for the whole scaling function of the droplet size distribu-
tion function, which determines the scaling prefactor of the average radius,
and can, in general, depend on the matter supply conditions.

In Chapt. 3, we decided to look at specific classes of matter supply and solve
the system numerically. We chose first to look at a constant matter supply.
We found that in the interface-kinetics limited regime, the scaling function
of the droplet size distribution function is independent of the supply rates.
We estimated the scaling law for the average radius, for which the prefactor
of the scaling law differs by a constant shift independent of the supply, com-
pared to passive emulsions. For high enough supplies, there was a crossover
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to the diffusion limited regime due to the rapid but transient acceleration in
the average radius. The number density of droplets is described by a differ-
ent power law behaviour than in passive emulsions.
For the diffusion limited regime, the results imply that the distribution func-
tion depends on matter supply, and so does the prefactor of the scaling law
for the average radius. The droplet number density in this regime with a
constant matter supply becomes constant. We found that in the regime of
low supply rates, as long as the distribution function broadens, we can find a
separation ansatz that leads to a universal and self-similar droplet size distri-
bution function in both diffusion and interface-kinetics limited regime. How-
ever, for increasing supply rates in the diffusion limited regime, we observed
a transition to a narrowing distribution function, proposed and discussed in
the literature. There, it was impossible to find a collapse of the distribution
function onto a self-similar shape.
Another class of matter supply we studied maintains the supersaturation
constant. We derived new scaling laws for the average radius that differ from
passive emulsions in the scaling exponent and in the scaling prefactor. Fur-
thermore, the droplet size distribution function for emulsions with constant
supersaturation is narrowing and the droplet number density is constant.
Initializing the emulsion in the interface-kinetics limited regime introduces a
transient regime, when the system evolves and grows with a constant stan-
dard derivation. However, at later times, when the emulsion becomes large
enough, there will always be a crossover to the diffusion limited regime and
the narrowing will eventually occur there as well. In the narrowing regime
we again find that a self-similar solution of the distribution function is not
found. These observations are summarized in Tab. 5.1.

In the last part, Chapt. 4, we discussed chemically-active emulsions, for which
matter supply is controlled through a chemical reaction cycle in the dilute
phase. After understanding the minimal model from the theoretical perspec-
tive, we discussed an experimental realization of the system. In the experi-
mental realization, it was found that due to the chemical reaction cycle, there
is an acceleration in the coarsening kinetics compared to passive emulsions.
The acceleration of coarsening was not affecting the scaling exponent in time
but only the scaling prefactor of the average droplet volume. In the single-
fuelled experiments after the initial acceleration of coarsening, due to the
depletion of fuel and the ongoing degradation of the droplet material, the
emulsion has dissolved. In the continuously-fuelled experiments, the disso-
lution was not observed and the acceleration of coarsening was believed in
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experiments to persist. By combining the theory and experiments, we could
understand better what happens at times beyond the observation times of
the experiments. In the continuously-fuelled set-up, after the initial accelera-
tion, the emulsion relaxed to the passive evolution through Ostwald ripening
due to vanishing matter supply. In our discussion we have only considered
chemical reactions in the dilute phase. It would be interesting to extend the
chemical reaction cycle also to the inside of the droplets. It is known that
chemical reactions inside the droplets can arrest Ostwald ripening [91], and
thus this mechanism could offer an additional control of the relaxation kinet-
ics towards Ostwald ripening.

If the supersaturation is maintained constant, or during overfeeding and nu-
cleation, the scaling in time of the average radius will be different than in
passive emulsions. Otherwise, it is very difficult to observe a new power law
behavior in the coarsening kinetics of emulsions compared to passive sys-
tems, even in the presence of matter supply in the dilute phase. However,
matter supply highly affects and changes the power law behaviour of the
droplet number density or the standard deviation. Studying the power law
behaviour of other observables than the average droplet radius or the aver-
age droplet volume, could tell us much more about the active processes that
might regulate the emulsion kinetics compared to passive systems. By study-
ing the average droplet radius or volume only, in some experimental set-ups,
it might be not possible to differentiate between the passive and non-passive
coarsening kinetics. For cells, the division of cells and the cell cycle limit
the possible time window for the droplets to evolve. Matter supplied and
controlled through a chemical reaction cycle offers rapid acceleration and
an increase in the average droplet volume at very short time scales. This
mechanism might have a functional relevance for cells. Collecting more ex-
perimental results for the emulsion kinetics in cells as well as for droplets in
vitro, and comparing them to our theoretical prediction, would be relevant
to understanding the interplay between active processes like matter supply
and the evolution of emulsions.
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