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Although it is a commonplace that all models contain errors, the usefulness of state of the art atmospheric
and ocean models is not disputed. Bearing the complexity of the climate system in mind though, it is
evident that a model plus some assimilated input data will never constitute a perfect representation of
reality. Weather forecasts are invaluable information sources, but are known to exhibit shortcomings; Long
term climate projections, although giving important indications, need to be downscaled onto a regional
level to be really useful. The development of “better” models therefore continues on a large scale, involving
ever finer resolutions and more subsystems. But in addition to these efforts, our principle understanding of
model accuracy needs to be developed further, which is the central aim of this workshop. The discussion
therefore should cover (but not be limited to) identification of the current state of the system, or data
assimilation (which will become more difficult for increasingly complex models), breading of initial condition
ensembles, scoring rules, model validation, interpretation of statistical multi-model forecasts, and coping
with unresolved scales. To summarize, the aim of this workshop is to improve our understanding of how to
cope with inaccurate models — an understanding we are unlikely to gain just by increasing the number of
degrees of freedom in our models.
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Applications are welcome and should be made by using the application form on the conference web page
(please see URL below). The number of attendees is limited. The registration fee for the focus workshop
is 100 € and should be paid by all participants. Costs for accommodation and meals will be covered by
the Max Planck Institute. Limited funding is available to partially cover travel expenses. Please note that
childcare is available upon request.

Deadline for registration is April 30, 2009.
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